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FROM THE EDITOR 

Now's the 
time to bin 
bad advice 



Banishing the on-course tips that do 
all our games far more harm than good 




© ow many times have you been told “you moved your head” or 

“your swing’s too fast”? We’ve all been given unsolicited advice 
on the course - I particularly like it when a 20-handicapper 
offers me advice about my set-up... when he’s three down. 

There is no sport like golf for misinformation. Maybe it’s because this 
game is so hard to play well that there is so much well-intentioned 
advice flying about, at every level of the game. The trouble is that a lot 
of it does more harm than good. 

This month we will identify - and banish - the most common and 
most damaging pieces of so-called golfing advice. And for each we 
recommend a better course of action for golfers to follow. 

We believe they will all give you a better understanding of your game, 
and what you are trying to achieve on each and every round. 

Talking of advice, I was fortunate enough to get a lesson recently 
from former European Tour player 
Andrew Murray, now one of the 
sharpest commentators on TV 
and radio. 

As he battled with my over-the- 
top swing and desperately tried to 
get me hitting the ball from the 
inside (to his credit, he 
managed it), he was telling 
me about his son Tom, 
who now plays on the 
European Tour. 

"It would make a great 
feature,” he to d me. “How 
different things are for him 
compared to my day.” So we 
paid them a visit to find out how 
things have changed - find out 
for yourself on page 72. 



Chris Jones, Editor, 

Today’s Golfer 
@thetodaysgolfer 



[i] } M j j :< GET 13 ISSUES OF TG FOR JUST £38. 

SAVE £20 AND RECEIVE 24 SRIXON AD333 BALLS. SEE PAGE 40. 
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TAKE CONTROL 



The first remote control model in the Motocaddy 
range boasts one of the trolley sector's most 
sophisticated guidance systems, utilising two 
motors to provide a combination of power and 
precision, plus an anti-tip wheel to ensure stability 
on the most challenging golf course terrains. 



www.motocaddy.com 




EXTREME GOLF 



The par 3 in the sky, 



You need to jump in a chopper to play this new hole in New Zealand 



s this the world’s most spectacular 

J I hole? It’s perched on a New Zealand 
mountaintop and only accessible 
via helicopter and even renowned course 
architect Tom Doak says it’s one of the best 
spots he has ever set foot on. 

It sits 4,921 feet above sea level in New 



Zealand’s South Alps and plays 231 yards 
from the daily tees, 312 from the tips. The 
£199 (artificial) green fee includes the 
chopper flight up there and five shots. 

The idea developed from previous 
experiences offered by Over The Top, a 
helicopter tour specialist based in nearby 



Queenstown. Boss Louisa Patterson, who 
came up with the idea, said: “My father had 
one of those calendars which had photos of 
tees taken in famous landmarks around the 
world, like the Eiffel Tower. I remember 
thinking to myself, ‘wouldn’t it be amazing if 
we could do that here.’” 








Thinking outside the (tee) box 

Over 30 courses have ditched men's and ladies' tees - will yours be next? 




he most thought the majority of 

men give to the ladies’ tees is 
hoping they get past them after a 
particularly poor shot. At an increasing 
number of UK courses, ladies tees are even 
less of a concern, having been removed in 
favour of tees based on ability. The higher 
your handicap, the further forward you start 
- regardless of gender. 

“It’s been a great success, particularly 
with our senior gentlemen and higher 
handicap ladies, who now have the 
opportunity to play a shorter course,” says 
Neal Milton, general manager of 
Sheringham Golf Club in Norfolk. He had 
the idea for gender-free tees when he was 
junior organiser at another club. “We had a 
young lady who was in England training 
and was only allowed to play off the ladies’ 
forward tees, despite the fact she could hit 
it further than most of the men.” 

Sheringham members have welcomed 
the change, with Milton adding, “We have 
increased participation in our competitions 
and I believe we have better retention of 
members.” 

Jon Farmer, manager at Trentham 
Park, believes they also help attract 
new members: “We can give 
longevity to the ageing player who 
might otherwise have left because they 
were losing length and didn’t feel 
competitive, but it also helps the complete 
beginner, who feels embarrassed teeing off 
in front of the clubhouse. They can use the 
forward tee, which is about 100 yards away, 
and as they improve, they can move back.” 



YOUR VIEW 



We're all for it! 

• Andy Oliver We played as a 
fourball in Scotland and were told by 
the starter what tees we should play 
off to maximise our enjoyment, based 
on handicap. We all landed in roughly 
the same area on the fairway, despite 
playing off different tees, so it made 
perfect sense. 

• Neil Cook Denis Pugh said people 
should play courses with a length 28 
times their average drive. There’s no 
enjoyment playing 7,000-yard courses 
when your second shot is a 3-wood on 
every par 4. The seniors at my club 
won’t play medals because they’re off 
the white tees. People struggling 
for distance slow the 
game down! 



We're not! 

• Mike Pyett Daft. You don’t get 
better playing a shorter, easier course. 

• RichYorke It’s a stupid idea. How 
can you play competitively when you’re 
playing different golf courses? 

• Colin Jones So the 20-h 
handicappers coming in with over 40 
points will now play shorter holes and 
get 50 points. Great ideal 

• Toby Fenn I regularly outdrive the 
old boys by 50 yards, but still lose 
because they’re better around the 

greens. I don’t want to give 
them a 20-yard 
headstart! 



A YEAR TO REMEMBER 



r 




Inside Spieth's record-breaking 2015 



^ His total season 

learnings, including a 
$10 million cheque for winning 
the FedEx Cup, made Spieth’s 
season the most lucrative ever. 
On average, he made... 

• $881,219 per tournament 

• $259,346 per round 

• $13,908 per hole 

• $3,623 per shot 



^ 1^ Spieth recorded 15 top- 
^^#10s, four more than any 
other player. Jason Day and 
Dustin Johnson had 11 each. 



Spieth’s scoring 
^JOaverage put him 0.223 
shots per round better than 
second-placed Jason Day. The 
Tour average was 71.162. 



5 Spieth, who turned 22 in 
July, became the youngest 
player to win five times in a 
season since Horton Smith, 
who was 21 when he achieved 
the feat in 1929. 



Spieth won 

^rf\#one in every five 
times he teed it up. 
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GROW THE GAME 




RULES 



Gimme shelter 



Give youth 
a chance 

Major club owner 
thinks juniors are 
discriminated against 

“There are still some clubs out 
there today who discriminate 
against juniors and it fills me with 
horror every time I go in and see 
examples of that,” says Colin 
Mayes, CEO of BGL Golf, which 
owns 10 golf clubs in the UK. “A 
business that is suffering from a 
decline in participation should be 
as open as possible to attract 
customers from all age groups,” 
adds Mayes, who is also 
Chairman of the UK Golf Course 
Owners Association. Here are his 
tips for encouraging juniors to 
take up the game: 



No gimmes in strokeplay 

First things first, be aware that gimmes are 
only allowed in matchplay. If you are playing 
a medal or stableford competition, you must 
hole out on every hole. 

A gimme can be given at any time 

A player may concede his opponent’s 
next stroke at any time, provided the 
opponent’s ball is at rest. The opponent is 
considered to have holed out with his next 
stroke, and the ball may be picked up by 
either side. 

You can still hit your putt 

If your opponent concedes your putt, you 
are still welcome to hit it. Don’t worry if you 
miss - the concession cannot be revoked. 



Avoid a Solheim Cup-esque disaster in your match 



O he most contentious shot in golf 

can be the one that’s never taken. 
Anyone who’s ever played a match 
will know that gimmes can cause no end of 
disharmony. The golfing world winced as the 
Solheim Cup descended into controversy 
after Alison Lee picked up her ball, only for 
Suzann Pettersen to declare that the putt 
hadn’t been given, resulting in a loss of hole 
for the American team. 

It all could have been avoided with this 
handy guide to gimmes... 



Watch your mouth 

This is where it all went wrong at the 
Solheim Cup. If you pick up your ball in the 
mistaken belief that your putt had been 
conceded, the next step depends on 
whether your opponent did or said anything 
that could reasonably have led you to 
believe that was the case. 

If they had, you can replace your ball 
without penalty and play the shot. If they 
hadn’t, you would incur a one-shot penalty 
for lifting your ball without 
marking its position. 

Saying “take it away” would 
qualify, as would, most likely, 

“that’s fine”. Walking away from 
the green - as the Europeans did 
before the Solheim incident - may be 
deemed an indication of a concession, but 
it’s all open to interpretation. 

If in doubt, hole out 

As you can see, what does and does not 
constitute a concession can be a bit of a 
grey area. So, unless you’re 100 per cent 
sure that your putt has been given, just tap 
it in. It keeps you in the habit of holing out, 
which will be important if your opponent 
makes you finish a nervy short one later 
in the match, and avoids any potential 
confusion and upset. 




Adventure golf 

“We looked at a number of 
adventure golf sites in America, 
and noticed that the whole family 
was taking part. When most non- 
golfers see a golf club, they 
automatically think it’s private 
and reserved for members. We 
need to let people know they are 
welcome. We want them to come 
along with their parents or 
grandparents, and see that golf is 
a family activity.” 

Welcoming attitude 

“You need the membership to 

realise that golf needs 
youngsters coming 
through. You also 
need plenty of 
activities for them 
(f to engage in and 
have fun doing with 
their friends.” 



Bulgers 

“Make sure you have 
the right food and 
beverage. If they can 
have a birthday party 
at the club, that gets 
kids in, and some may 
then develop an interest 
in the game.” 



14 ISSUE 341 TODAYSGOLFER.CO.uk 



First 
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'I would ban thick 
grips. Golf should 
be played in the 1 
yi^ult way' 



Q&A 



George Coetzee 



The European Tour's best putter is looking for his third win of the year 



/ ^ he moment that changed George 

^ "J" I Coetzee’s life forever came when 
" _ - he was 13. “My mates and I used 
to play nine holes every day,” he recalls. 
“One day, my dad said. This rubbish has 
got to stop. If you want to make it as a 
golfer you need to practise your putting 
while they play.’” Fast-forward 16 years 
and 29-year-old Coetzee is a three-time 
European Tour winner who sits in the top 
20 of this year’s Race to Dubai, largely 
thanks to the fact he is in the top five in 
each of the three main putting statistics. 

The South African takes just 28 putts 
per round, which, to give it perspective, 
gives him a two-shots-per-round 
advantage over Rory Mcliroy. We caught 
up with him on a rare break from the 
practice putting green... 



Q. If you were hosting a Major, which 
would it be and where would you host it? 

The Open is my favourite Major and I’d 
hold it on the Old Course at St Andrews, 
because it is a special place and a really 
good, fun course. You need the bad 
weather, though. I’d stipulate that my 
Major was played in the wind rather than 
on a good day. 



anything, even Beauty & The Beast. And 
make sure your iPad is full of TV 
programmes. My current favourites are 
River Monsters, Monster Fish and Fishing 
Australia, but I have just started to 
download a lot of surfing shows. Fishing 
and surfing are my two main hobbies. 



Q. Were you inspired by fellow South 
Africans Branden Grace and Louis 
Oosthuizen’s performances this year? 

Definitely. I play money games with 
Branden, Louis and Chari Schwartzel on 
the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of 
the big events. We take each other’s cash 
on a day-to-day basis, so seeing them 
doing well makes me feel like I deserve to 
be amongst them. 



Q. How is your surfing? 

I have only been doing it for 10 months, 
but I love it and try to catch a few waves 
whenever I can. Adam Scott has given me 
a few spots to try out near San Diego, and 
every time I go to the States for an event 
I go a week early to get some surfing in. 



Q. And what is your biggest ever catch? 

I caught an 80kg tuna about two-and-a- 
half hours off of Cape Town this year. 



Q. Were you always good on the greens 
or did practice make perfect? 

Without my dad’s advice, I would have 
been picking up trash or flipping burgers 
I practised hard for a bunch of years and 
now I am a pretty good putter. 



Q. If you could change one rule in golf, 
what would it be? 

I would change anything that helps people 
with their putting. I would have banned 
the belly putter and anchoring putters a 
long time ago, and I would ban those 
thick grips as well. I think that golf 
should be played in the traditional, 
difficult way and people shouldn’t be able 
to adjust their clubs to make it 



Q. You’re playing in big events in China, 
Turkey, Dubai and South Africa over the 
next couple of months. What are your 

Make sure you choose 
an airline that shows 
lots of movies. I’ll 
watch 



easier. 






Q. We couldn’t even lift that! Are you the 
strongest player on the European Tour? 

I don’t think so. Martin Kaymer is a beast 
and so are Rafa Cabrera-Bello and Pablo 
Larrazabal. The three of them don’t mess 
about when they get into the gym. 



Q. How important is fitness in modern 
golf? 

Nowadays you get left behind if you don’t 
train, so everybody does it. My diet 
is probably the worst part of my 
game, but I am pretty fit and 
strong for my stature. 



■ Coetzee spoke to TG at the-, 
Berenberg Gary Player 
invitational charity' event. See 
garyplayerinvitationa I. com/ . 



Interview: Stuart Hood 







The Sky's the limit 

Like it or not. The Open will be on Sky from 2016. What can we expect? 



© owever you feel about The Open 

no longer being available on 
terrestrial TV and the impact it 
will have on golf participation in the UK, 
most fans agree that the viewing 
experience Sky offers will show us what 
we’ve been missing with the BBC 
coverage all these years. 

Continuous live coverage 

Anyone watching this year’s Open would 
be forgiven for thinking Monday’s final 
round didn’t start until 1.30pm. The 
Beeb’s live coverage didn’t start until the 
final groups teed off, by which time the 
early starters had finished their round and 
the majority of the field were partway 
round. Sky will offer first-to-last-shot 
coverage of each round, meaning you’re 
not stuck with Homes Under the Hammer 
when you could be watching the golf. 

Immediate analysis 

The Sky Shot Centre allows pundits and 
players to combine for post-round 
analysis, dissecting shots as soon as they 
walk off the course. There’ll be no more 
Peter Alliss, but Sky’s line-up including 
Colin Montgomerie, Butch Harmon and 
Paul McGinley will fill the void. 

The latest tech 

We’ll all miss ‘Ken on the course’, but with 
virtual graphics. Protracer and Progreens, 
we’ll know better than ever exactly what 
is happening. Protracer enhances the 
viewing experience no end, especially 
compared to BBC shots of empty sky and 




fairway as the cameraman fails to track 
the ball’s flight, while Progreens 
outlines the exact distance and 
break on each putt. We wouldn’t 
be surprised to see the whole 
thing in 3D, either... 

The big build-up 

When a Major is coming. Sky let you 
know about it. The weeks leading up to 
The Cpen will see a ream of previews, 
special documentaries, interviews and 
feature programs to celebrate the history 
of the event, give you an insight into the 
course and key players, and build the 
anticipation for the opening tee shot. 



No Sky, no cry 

Non-Sky 
subscribers can 
pay £10.99 for 
a week's pass 
via Now TV. 



ONE IN FIVE UK ADULTS ARE GOLFERS 




Golf is bigger than you think 



There’s been concern that not having 
The Open on terrestrial television will 
have a negative effect on 
participation. Whilst this is a valid 
worry, a new survey by the European 
Tour suggests that current 
participation is much higher than 
previously thought. Their findings 
show that 11 million people in the UK 
are actively involved in the game of 



golf - far higher than the 3.5 million 
previously stated. While only 3.5 
million have played a full-length 
course in the last 12 months, when 
you take into account forms of golf 
such as driving ranges, nine-hole 
courses, pitch & putt, adventure golf, 
putting greens and golf computer 
games, over one-in-five adults are 
what the survey calls ‘golf actives’. 
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RANKING FILE 



Battle to be the world's best 



2016 looks set to be a topsy-turvy year as far as the No.l spot is concerned 



• magir>e walking onto the tee of 
ANY course in the world, and 
knowing you were the best player 
there, Jason Day is the latest golfer to be 
able to do that, after he ascended to the 
No,l spot last month. It's a tiny number, 
but it means so much, 1 always had a 



vision of me standing on top of the earth 
when I was a kid and knowing that right 
now there's no one on this planet who's 
better than me, , , that's pretty cool^ said Day, 
As well as becoming the third Aussie to 
get there (after Greg Norman and Adam 
Scott), Day became the third golfer to be 



ranked No.1 in three weeks - the first time 
that's happened since 1997 (when It was 
Tiger Woods, Ernie Els and Norman), With 
Jordan Spieth refining it a week later, 
and Rory Mcliroy fighting for the honour, 
it's a tumultuous time on top of the world, 
where only 19 men have ever stood... 



Multiple visitors 

Greg Norman and Tiger 
Woods reached the Nol 
spot on 11 individual 
occasions; next best 
is Rory Mcliroy on six. 
Though Tiger spent the 
occasional solitary week 
on top spot before 
bouncing back into it j 
Tom Lehman had the j 
shortest career reign - 
a single week in 1997. 



Close, but no cigar 

So who are the best 
players never to reach 
top spot? Ten players 
have been world No.2 
without reaching the 
summit - Phil Mickelson 
spent more than five 
years there between 
2001 and 2015. 



Nick Faldo Seve BaUesteros 

97^ Rory Mcliroy 

\ 95 / 



Greg Norman 



Luke Donald 



Ian Woosnam 



Nick Price 



Tiger Woods 



Vijay Singh 



Jason Day 



Lee Westwood 



WEEKS \ 
AT 
No.1 



Fred Couples 



Tom Lehman 



David Duval 



Adam Scott 



Bernhard Langer 



Who's been there longest? 

The key to greatness is consi stency, 
and only three golfers have been No.l 
for at least 52 successive weeks: Greg 
Norman, Nick Faldo and Tiger Woods. 
The same three players are also the 
only ones to have been there for a 
full calendar year (which Tig ^r did in 
2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 
2008 and 2009!). 



Majorless No.ls 

Seventeen of the 
19 players who 
have reached 
world No.l 
have also won 
a Major -only 
Luke Donald and 
Lee Westwood 
haven't. 



Martin Kaymer 



Jordan Spieth 



Your say. . . 

Bigger holes, Solheim woes and 
the BBC saying goodbye to the Open 



LETTER OFTHE MONTH 




Would bigger 
holes attract 
more golfers?- 



Grow hole, grow game 



© en Hogan stated that 

putting was 
disproportionately 
important within the game. Jack 
Nicklaus said that putting “is far 
more difficult and much more 
dependent on luck than most of 
us can easily accept”. And 
statistics reveal that for most of 
us the chances of holing from 10 
feet is about one in 10. So if 
during a round you hit all your 
approaches to 12 feet and I hit 
all mine to 24 feet you’d at best 
possibly gain a one-shot 
advantage over me. 

The problem is the size of the 
hole. Make it about seven inches 
wide and your accuracy will 
have you sinking more putts. I’ll 
knock the odd extra one in too 
which will make me feel good, 
but you’ll gain several shots on 
me - fully deserved through 



your better approaches. 

Increasing the hole size will 
also reward the good chippers 
as they get up and down - or 
even in - more frequently. It 
1 might even put an end to the 
' interminable time players take 
to hole out as they hockey it 
around the hole during yet 
another excruciatingly slow 
= competition round. 

H It’s a win-win scenario, so 
' will the governing bodies adopt 
; it? Of course not. They’re far 
I too worried about the way 
f Adam Scott looks when he 
■ putts, or whether pro golfers 
can wear shorts. They bleat on 
about making golf more 
accessible and enjoyable, but 
there is no way whatsoever that 
_ they will do anything remotely 
radical. ^ 

PETER WALKER, SURREY 




TO THE POINT 



St Andrews was 
the last Open on 
the BBC after Sky 
confirmed it will 
start its new deal 
a year early, at 
Troon in 2016. 
This is what you 
think... 

NickKevern 
Sad day when R& A 
is making fans pay 
to watch The Open. 
Then again this year 
it made them pay to 
watch nothing on 
Saturday. 

AndyLapsley 
Fine with the 
move however 
@SkySportsGolf 
commentary team 
has to be better for 
the biggest event. 
No more Riley 
please! 

Howard Marsh 
It's a crap decision. 
Removes 
opportunity to 
showcase golf to 
non-Sky subscribers. 

Michael Cundall 
Typical BBC. Would 
rather make rubbish 
period dramas than 
pay for quality top 
class sport. 

David Bell 
Sky must have 
paid the BBC a tidy 
sum. Seems a huge 
mistake, but time 
will tell. 

Timothy Walsh 
Anyone who is 
disappointed in 
this decision isn't 
a real golf fan. BBC 
golf has been an 
embarrassment for 
a few years now. 
They're stuck in the 
1980s. 

Anton McCormick 
Great news. BBC 
coverage is terrible. 

NickHigginson 
BBC only have 
themselves to 
blame. Golf coverage 
is a joke compared 
to Sky. 

Graham Kirkham 
It makes no sense 
whentheRSrA 
are wanting to 
increase youth 
participation then 
they sell the rights 
to a subscription 



No kidding 

' I’m 14 years old and play off 13. I 
am addicted to golf and can’t wait 
i to get my hands on the Today’s 
; Golfer that comes through my door 
I every month. I stay up late on 
’ Sundays watching the last putt roll 
I in on the PGA Tours and think it 
I would be great to see some more 
I juniors get involved. I think most 
i kids think it’s “an old man’s sport” 
before they have even hit a golf ball. 
Golf needs to be more appealing to 
I kids so more of them want to start 
j playing. Maybe different formats of 
I golf, like long drive competitions 
i and par-3 tournaments could get 
; them involved, because I love it and 
I can’t stop playing! 

I WILL, STEVENAGE 

' Life-changing golf 

I It was interesting reading the story 
I of Jason Day’s folly of youth to his 
! current rise to the top of world golf. 

I Granted, a lot was down to Col 
; Swatton’s influence after the death 
; of Jason’s father, but it does go to 
I show what golf can bring to the 
i world on a social scale. It clearly 
I transformed Jason’s life for the 
I better, giving him drive, 

I determination and worth. 

I Team sports are important, but 
gulf dud duy buuuubb bit with thu 
individual. As golf continues to 
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spread globally, it could be a 
fantastic influence for deprived 
youths, teaching them etiquette and 
manners whilst giving them a 
purpose and drive to succeed. 
DOUGLAS GRIEVE, 
MUSSELBURGH 

Television killed the golf star 

Having just watched the Walker Cup 
and enjoyed two days of good 
quality golf, I could not help but 
wonder why the game at club level 
is suffering so much in this country 
at the moment. I am a committee 
member at my own club so I have 
an insight into our own plight when 
it comes to membership numbers 
and it is obvious other clubs are 
having the same problem with a 
major shortfall of younger players 
taking up the game. 

There are probably many reasons 
for the decline but when I think 
back to when I was still at school 
and first developed an interest for 
the game. I was able to watch so 
much more golf coverage on the 
BBC than is now possible. Today 
only children and teenagers 
whose parents can afford Sky 
Sports will be able to see what golf 
is all about. Even if they have Sky, 
let’s not forget that the US golf 
coverage is aired so late that the 
majority of younger viewers will be 
tucked up in bed. 

Having lost The Open, why don’t 
the BBC use some of the money 
they will be saving to cover major 
amateur events? Looking at the 
ages of most of our Walker Cup 
team it would appeal to younger 



people and though their standard is 
I very good it does relate a little more 
I closely to the average golfer’s game. 

I I think this coverage is vital to 
I encourage younger people to take 
. up golf and keep clubs going. 

I L FRANCIS, BOSTON GOLF CLUB 

^ The searchers 

I When is five minutes not five 
minutes? Answer: when a golfer is 
I looking for a golf ball. Too many 
people think it’s okay to just double- 
check one more time, as time 
passes. The result, inevitably, is 
overly long rounds and slow play. 

How could we improve it? Enforce 
the five-minute rule when it comes 
to searching for balls. Every player 
would have a five-minute timer 
attached to their bag: as they start 
I to search they set it off, and after 
I five minutes a buzzer sounds, at 
I which point the player has to play 
j his provisional ball or go back to the 
I tee if no provisional was played. 

; Also, I am amazed how many 
' golfers think that declaring a ball 
I lost, walking back towards the tee 
I and finding the original ball means 
1 they can then just play the original. 

KEITH GOLESWORTHY, 

> ABERDEENSHIRE 

Carry the bag, not the player 

1 I recently had a chipping and 
i putting lesson with my club pro. 
Every time he lined up the shot for 
me I pulled it off, but as soon as he 
! left me I failed miserably. I jokingly 
I suggested he come with me during 
i the next competition and line up my 
j shots for me, but of course we both 




broadcaster. That's 
the last Open I've 
watched then. 

Kenny Smith 
BBC's coverage of 
the last Open was a 
complete shambles 
from the start to 
the overrunning 
finish. How can they 
justify having the 
coverage rights to 
a major sporting 
event when they 
can't even shift 
Homes Under the 
Hammer for it -or 
better yet put it on 
the red button? 

Jason Braddish 
Not buying it that 
the Open on Sky 
will harm the game. 
It's been on the BBC 
for 60 years and 
participation is still 
declining. Let Sky 
have a go -they can 
only do it better. 



decided that it would be unethical 
and my fellow competitors would 
rightly accuse me of cheating. 

But hang on a second... if he 
carried my bag and raked the 
bunkers for me we could call him 
my caddie and suddenly it would be 
acceptable! I can think of no other 
sport where this is allowed. Imagine 
someone lining up Ronnie 
O’Sullivan’s shots for him, telling 
him how much spin to use and 
where to leave the cue ball. It would 
be ludicrous, so why is it deemed 
perfectly acceptable in golf? 

Laura Davies wants to forbid 
caddies from helping players line up 
putts, and I agree, but I would go 
further and stop them lining up any 
shots. I would find it much easier to 
respect a golfer if he played alone, 
without assistance, as they do in 
other sports. 

DEREK SWAN, EMAIL 




SIMPLY EASIER 



som* 

[LECmCBOLF 



GoKart Lithium from £399 
For more info www.gokart.co.uk, 01227 712288, or ask 



your goif 



pro 





_ ^ ' Suzann^ttersen: 
iolheinwillaiTOr victim? 



Top tweets ^ 



FROM THEM... 







Diet update:Tm pretty positive the blueberry 
muffin just smiled at me. Either that or I smiled 
at the muffin. Hard to tell 



Richard Bland @blandy73 

Spieth wins $22.5 mil in a season. I’m starting 
to think it’s impossible to earn a decent crust in 
golf anymore. #poorchap 



r 



i Eddie Pepperell @EddiePepGolf J 



Congrats to Spieth. His Sunday consisted of him 
winning a tournament and £7.5 million. I had a 



roast chicken and a bag of minstrels. 



See no evil 

As we all know, golf is the ganne 
with the most sporting etiquette - 
in fact it is almost self-regulating 
because at times it requires an 
individual to do the right thing and 
call a penalty on themselves. So 
when you see what happened at the 
Solheim Cup, it is clear that Suzann 
Pettersen clearly got things wrong. 

It was clear to the viewer that the 
putt had been conceded. After all, 
why would the two Europeans walk 
off to the next tee? It is highly 
unlikely that it would have affected 
the result of that particular match, 
but the one thing it did was spur 
the Americans on to victory. 

PETER FLANAGAN, CHESHIRE 

Hear no evil 

After watching the Solheim Cup on 
TV I wonder if it is suitable for 
young golfers to watch and follow. 
The language was very colourful, 
the number of golfers spitting has 
increased and the attitude towards 
the crowds with the lack of shouts 
of fore is appalling. This is not the 
way we want youngsters to behave 
as it will further decline behaviour. 
DENNIS FRANCIS, BRIDGEND 



Pettersen was bang on 

I’m sorry, but even rubbish weekend 
club golfers know you don’t pick 
your ball up in a match unless you 
are absolutely sure a putt has been 
conceded. For a Tour player to do it 
like Alison Lee at the Solheim Cup 
is beyond inexcusable. It’s a 
different debate about whether 
Suzann Pettersen and Charlie Hull 
should have given her the two- 
footer in the first place - but the 
poor girl should not be vilified 
because her clueless opponent 
made a dumb mistake. 

BILL JONES, LOUTH 

Clothes woe 

I am in the process of recovering 
from leukaemia and playing the odd 
round of golf is something to look 
forward to. However I need to avoid 
UV and so started looking for 
clothing to wear. It was great to see 
some UV clothing in last month’s 
magazine, but the availability of it 
seems so rare. You would expect a 
game that is played mainly in the 
sun would make a bigger range of 
clothing that can protect us from 
skin cancer. 

IAIN BEAGLEY, EMAIL 



r GET IN TOUCH 




r 





■ Write to Today's Golfer, Media House, Lynchwood, 
Peterborough, PE2 6EA or editorial@todaysgolfer, co.uk 



in Like Today's Golfer on Facebook 
H Follow @thetodaysgolfer on Twitter 



Paul Casey @Paul_Casey 

A big thank you to everyone who has made my 
2015 so amazing. Family, friends, fans etc.. I love 
this game. 



, Richie Ramsay D@RamsayGolf . 



FIFA ethics committee, oxymoron, if ever I seen 
one. #fifascandle’’^" 



Martin Kaymer @MKaymer59 

Father and son! New companion 
for this week! Old one retired after 
10 years :( #DunhillLinks 



Chris Paisley @ChrisPaisley86 



Bdng ^rst reserve for a tournament at St 
Andrews, Kingsbarns and Carnoustie is like 
being a kid in the world’s best sweet shop with 
no £££ 





Stewart Cink @stewartcink 

No words can adequately 
describe this really. I’ll just 
stay out of the way. 



Charley Hull @HullCharley 



FROM YOU... 

Scott Nightingale @scottnights 

Good to know I’m using the 20th rank putter on 
the test #timeforanewonemethinks 



Andrew Harding @AndrewHarding9 



Jordan Spieth 'M\ make $2 million more today 
than Jack Nicklaus made in his entire playing 
career. #tourchampionship #golf 



Follow US on Twitter 

(5)TheTodaysGolfer 
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I feel rather sad as we finally bid farewell to 60 years of BBC Open coverage 



® often sit and wonder what I should write about for this 

monthly column. I say ‘often’. By that I really mean at the 
last minute when the editor calls and says ‘we’re going to 
press today, where’s your latest nonsense you hopeless clown?’ 
So, based on what I think most readers would find 
interesting - or certainly most golfers want to talk 
about when they have the misfortune to meet me, 
going through their bins, or stealing the milk from 
their doorstep - I would like to revisit the departure 
of The Open Championship from The BBC. 

I know that we did cover this unsavoury topic 
when the news broke, but now there is the further 
development that The BBC has relinquished the 
final year of its contract to show live coverage of 
The Championship at Troon and will instead go to 
highlights in the evening from 2016. Besides, my 
therapist says that it will help me enormously to talk about it. 

I feel like I’m in the middle of a divorce and, like many 
separations, it is slow and at times rather painful. 

In fact, golf and The BBC have long been my second parents, 
raising me and taking care of me over the years. How much of my 
free time has been dominated by the two? As a youngster I would 
either be on a golf course or practice ground or watching any one 
of countless wonderful programmes. And I am not alone. The 
BBC is simply part of the fabric of British society. 

Because of the way it is funded, people in the UK 
rightly feel part of it, as much as it is part of their 
lives and golf fans may well feel let down. 

It is the parent that you thought you knew 
and looked up to, rather disappointing you. 

But then, like most separations, if you really 
knew the circumstances you might be more 
understanding. We are all golfers and golf 
followers, so we look at things through green- 
tinted glasses, but everybody has their 
favourite sport and wishes that it were 
properly covered by the BBC. 

Yet such is the soaring cost of sports 
rights now and so straitened are the 
circumstances of the corporation, that 
to hold on to some, others will suffer. 

If The BBC didn’t keep Match of the 
Day there would be uproar from one 
quarter, if it lost Wimbledon there 
would be cries of shame from another. 

Likewise The 6 Nations. Cr Formula 
Cne. Cr athletics. The BBC can never win. 



'I feel like I'm 
in the middle 
of a divorce, 
and it is slow 
and at times 
rather painful' 



\m 
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If it doesn’t fork out for rights it is not delivering what people want. 
If it spends too much money it is wasteful with public money. If it 
does too much - or not enough - drama, light entertainment, 
news, there is outcry which is only heightened in our social media- 
led times of outrage and constant opining. And 
against all this, budgets are getting squeezed. 

Recently, the decision came from the government 
that if the BBC wanted to keep the license fee at its 
current level then the Beeb had to cover the cost of 
free license fees for the over-75s. And the cost of 
that is £600 million. So essentially modern 
medicine is to blame for all this. Perhaps if we 
brought in mandatory euthanasia at a certain age 
in a ‘Logan’s Run’ style way, the BBC would be CK. 
But I’m not sure the government would go for it 
and people on Twitter would probably get upset. 

Anyway, this is also just one part of a broader picture where 
golf is failing to get mainstream coverage. There was a hearty 
online argument between various golf writers at the weekend as 
a national newspaper gave scarcely a mention to The British 
Masters on the final day at Woburn. And this is not an isolated 
incident. In specialist media, golf is doing fine. Sky Sports 4 is 
dedicated to golf. This magazine and other (clearly inferior ones) 
are dedicated to golf. But in the mainstream - on the BBC and in 
newspapers, it is sometimes struggling for air. 

Yet all the while golf courses are still busy and tens of thousands 
went to Woburn to watch Matt Fitzpatrick and the rest in the flesh. 
So perhaps things are not nearly as bad as we think. You may have 
to go to different channels or different websites or social media to 
watch or read about your golf in the future. But it will still be there. 

I am hugely saddened by the fact The Cpen is 
not going to be live on The BBC. Also that 60 
years of coverage came to an end on that 
Monday at St Andrews and we didn’t get a 
chance to say farewell. And from a very 
personal point of view I wish I could 
be part of the live 
broadcast next year, on the 
course and in the town 
where I grew up. Cr above 
it, in a helicopter again, 
enlightening the populace 
with lectures on local 
history, landscape and 
architecture. CK. I admit, 
there are some things that 
you won’t miss at all... 



Part of the BBC commentary team, Andrew Cotter grew up tackling Ayrshire's links and plays off 3. Follow him on Twitter (@MrAndrewCotter) 
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I've been fired more often than a cannon. Here's my side of those stories 




® hey’re the two words no coach wants to hear: “You’re 

fired”. Unfortunately, Tour coaches live their professional 
lives as close to the chop as Premier League managers 
and candidates on The Apprentice. 

After all, the only test of your worth is how the 
player is performing, something which is only 
partly under your control. A poor run of form will 
inevitably result in the P45 moment, regardless of 
the level of coaching you have provided. 

I’ve had my fair share of terminations over the 
years, and the manner of the break-ups are as 
varied as the reasons. 

I experienced multiple firings during my 12 years 
with a certain temperamental former European 
number one, but they can be discounted as they 
were always shortly followed by a re-hiring. In all 
other cases, the decision was final. There are two 
sides to every story, and yet the player’s is the only one that’s 
usually heard. So, to rebalance that a little, here are my sides. 

I advised one player that being 5-under through 13 holes, 
missing a short putt on the 14th and finishing the round level-par 
perhaps meant that attitude was not his strongest asset. He 
resisted that idea, but in the close season decided to see 
a psychologist. Soon after, he called me to say I was 
fired. The psychologist had told him he was too 
dependant on his coach! 

The most disappointing dissolution is 
when the player tries to back out of 
financial agreements. One wanted free 
coaching, his argument being that I 
got exposure and consequently more 
work as result of coaching him. I politely 
explained that I didn’t want to do two jobs 
and get paid for one, so he would either 
need to pay the going rate or go 
elsewhere. Off he went. 

You would think a tournament win is a 
happy time for player and coach alike. It 
should be, but sadly it goes a bit sour 
when the player does not come through 
with the promised bonus. When that 
happened, I decided that would be the last 
win I would be there to witness for that 
particular pupil. 

After a very successful 18 months, one of my 
players decided the bonus payments I was 



'One player 
told me to 
discount my 
rates or he'd 
go elsewhere. 
He went 
elsewhere' 
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i 



receiving as a result of his success meant he was paying too 
much. Either I had to discount my rates and help him keep 
winning or he was going elsewhere. He went elsewhere. The wins 
dried up after that, but he was probably pleased as 
this meant he was paying less to his new coach... 

The most spectacular firing I had came at The 
1994 Open at Turnberry. My pupil had led the pre- 
qualifier by several shots and felt he was in great 
form. As I greeted him warmly on the Tuesday, he 
said, “I’ve got this, Pughie. I won’t need you to look 
at me this week. Just join me for the trophy 
presentation.” Come Friday, following a first round 
78, he came looking for me on the range and in 
front of a large crowd accused me, amidst a tirade 
of expletives, of being the invisible man. Needless 
to say, that was the end of our relationship. 
Sometimes it’s just a case of being in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. After several weeks off with injury, an 
impatient player came back too soon and despite being under- 
prepared found himself with the classic short putt to make the 
cut. He missed the putt and decided in his fury that an afternoon 
on the range bashing balls with me was needed. This was 

^ followed by a heated discussion, as I pointed 

out once more that this ball-beating was 
probably not overly helpful to either his 
swing or recently healed wrist. His 
conclusion was that I was lazy and 
simply didn’t want to spend time with 
him on range. 

At least all of those splits had a clear, 
definable end, which is preferable to the 
instances where a player wanders off 
without notice and the first you hear 
* about it is when you see him at the next 
Tour event working with another coach. 

If you have a coach you’ve made good 
progress with, I would advise sticking with 
them for a while, even if you’re not playing 
as well as you’d like. Obviously, if the poor 
form continues, a change could bring a 
fresh start, but looking for a new teacher 
every time you shoot a bad round will likely 
see your handicap grow as quick as your 
Phonebook. If your poor play continues 
through a series of coaches, try taking a look 
at someone else within that relationship. 



Denis Pugh is a Sky Sports pundit, PGA Master Professional and coach to Ross Fisher and Francesco Molinari. Follow him on Twitter (@DPugh54) 
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stay and play at the sun-kissed resort where Tiger and Rory went head to head 
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THE eyes of the golfing world were on Belek in 2012, when Tiger Woods and Rory Mcliroy 
jetted in to Turkey to take part in their only matchplay showdown to date. 

The biggest names in the game chose Antalya Golf Club as their venue, as they and 
several other world superstars - such as Lee Westwood and eventual champion Justin Rose 
- competed in the Turkish Airlines World Golf Final. 

They selected wisely, for Antalya Golf Club’s PGA Sultan course has been a fixture in Golf 
World magazine’s Top 100 Courses in Continental Europe for many years. It is complement- 
ed by its sister, the slightly-shorter Pasha, a charming course that is a Top 200-listed venue. 

Antalya Golf Club wasn’t the first course in Belek, but it was the first to promote the area 
as a 'must visit’ for British golfers - so it has played a key part in the rapid popularity of this 
region in southern Turkey. In addition to the world-class courses, there are two stunning, 
five-star hotels right next door - the family-friendly Sirene Belek and the opulent Kempinski. 

Both are magnificent places to base yourself for a memorable week’s golf holiday. 

Of course both the courses and the hotels are blessed with year-round sunshine that 
makes it easy to understand why the area is known as The Belek Golf Riviera’. Even in Janu- 
ary, you will only need a sweater in the evening. . . 

So what are you waiting for? Book now to tread the very same fairways where Tiger and 
Rory did battle! 



Five reasons to book now 

■ Antalya Golf Club boasts two of the 

finest courses in Europe 

■ Both course are in immaculate 
condition all year round 

■ Antalya Golf Club offer preferential tee 



times and rates to Sirene Belek and 
Kempinski’s guests 

■ Amazing weather every month of the year 

■ Lots to do off the course - from sandy 
beaches to stunning spas and lots 

of water sports 



Contact Antalya Golf Club: Visit www.agc.com.tr, caii 
0090 242 725 5970 or email Reservation@agc.com.tr 



CONIINWrAl 
' EUROPE 



Luxury awaits at Antalya Golf Club and at Sirene Belek Hotel (pictured) 

Right next door to the manicured fairways of the PGA Sultan and the Pasha at 
Antalya GC is the Sirene Belek Hotel. It boasts four restaurants, six bars, a cafe, 
a nightclub, an amazing spa, kid's club and an array of super leisure facilities. 
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1 Visualise 

Pick a spot you want the ball 
to land. Stand behind the ball-to- 
target line to picture the ball’s 
journey. Hold the club at angle in 
front of you, the shaft running 
up your ball-target line, and pick 
two or three points ‘under’ the 
shaft as references. Your brain 
can only have one focus at a 
time; this ensures it’s positive. 



2 Rehearse 

With a clear picture of the 
shot you want to hit, make a 
practice swing that is as realistic 
as possible, setting up carefully 
and using the same rhythm, 
even holding your finish as you 
imagine the ball’s flight. If the 
practice swing doesn’t feel right, 
make another. Don’t take the 
shot until the rehearsal is right. 



3 Commit... and go 

With that ‘trial run’ still fresh 
in your mind, move into the shot. 
Don’t delay; it will only give time 
for doubts to creep in. Waggle 
the club to release tension, 
reconnect with your target, then 
pull the trigger. It won’t guarantee 
a fairway hit; but it will ensure 
that if you miss, it won’t be 
because you sabotaged yourself. 



MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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STRATEGY 



Tight drive? Just drill it! 

Trust in a pre-shot routine to help you find the most slender fairways 



Fault: Making a nness of tight driving holes. 
Fix: Use routine to release pressure and 
innprove focus. Every course has a drive 
you dread. Maybe out-of-bounds just 
feeds into your eyeline, or a lake takes a 
greedy bite out of the fairway. But bigger 
than either of those problems is our 



tendency to shoot ourselves in the foot 
when the fairway narrows. Club golfers 
often make two major mistakes in this 
situation. First, they turn the drive into ‘ 
an ‘event’, taking extra time and only 
adding pressure. Second, they fixate on 
what they want to avoid rather than what i 



they want to find. The solution to both is 
to develop an effective pre-shot routine. 
This helps you give the shot the same 
weight as any other, releasing pressure, 
and allows you to target your thoughts 
on what you want to achieve. Follow 
this three-stage strategy. 
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DRIVING 





PGA Fellow 
Pro and coach 
to World 
Long Drive 
Champion 
Joe Miller. 
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Quicker 

release 



Improve your 
wrist action to 
add distance to 
your drives 



Hammer time 

Get used to 
the feeling of 
‘hammering’ 
the bag, and the 
vertical nature of 
wrist cock. After a 
few good whacks, 
take the feeling into 
your regular swing. 
You will feel a much 
faster release of 
the golf club - and 
see the ball flying a 
lot further. 



Fault: Loss of distance 
through poor club release. 

Fix: Improve the speed of your 
wrist action. During the 
backswing your wrists cock 
upwards, creating a powerful 
angle to be released into the 
ball. Professional long drivers 
have proved that the speed 
and timing of that release 
relate directly to how far you 
can hit the ball. Quite simply, 
the later and faster your wrists 
uncock, the further you’ll hit it. 

Many club players, however. 



create a fraction of the speed 
they are capable of through 
inefficient wrist release. 
Typically the release happens 
too early, and often it’s 
accompanied by a scooping 
motion, the back of the wrist 
hingeing forward towards the 
forearm. Both stall 
momentum. But you can 
speed yours up by feeling the 
correct uncocking movement. 
This drill, a favourite of long 
drivers, is designed to do just 
that. 



Cock-on 

Powerful wrist cock 
release is actually 
created by the wrists 
cocking and uncocking 
vertically, in line with 
the thumbs. The move 
is similar to banging in 
a nail with a hammer. 



Glove feel 

Practise the feel of this 
with your gloved hand 
only. Let the wrist 
cock back against 
the thumb, and then 
uncock, moving the 
club straight down in 



front 



of you 
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100s MORE TIPS 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 









BUNKERS 

Make a good impression 

How a simple footprint in the sand can improve your bunker performance 



Fault: Poor contact in sand. 

Fix: Most club players understand 
that in a sound bunker shot, the 
club strikes the sand an inch or 
two before the ball. However, many 
try to guarantee it by striking down 
steeply and aggressively into the 



sand. It’s an attack angle doomed 
to fail. We need the back edge of 
the sole to strike the sand first. 
This allows the bounce to assist 
the clubhead forwards through the 
sand, controlling the amount of 
sand between ball and face. But it 



can only work when the attack 
angle is shallow; when it gets too 
steep, the sharper leading edge of 
the sole hits the sand and the club 
digs down. So here is a simple 
drill to shallow that attack and 
widen the base of your swing. 
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TODAYSGOLFER.CO.uk issue 341 29 




Advanced 
Fellow of the 
PGA. Master 
Professional 
at World of 
Golf, Surrey. 
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The drawbridge 

Turn a range bucket upside 
down, and angle a clubshaft 
or alignment cane through 
its holes, as shown. The top 
of the cane should point to 
your trail knee. Position a 
ball so that, at address, 
around half your club’s shaft 
sits under the cane. 
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Homemade slice fix 



Swing under the cane to thwart your cut.,, without even thinking about it 



Fault: Cutting across your irons, 
causing a slice. 

Fix: Promote an in-to-out attack by 
swinging under a cane. 

As well as being golfs most 
common shot shape, the slice is also 
the most stubborn to eradicate. 
Trying to erase it through technical 
changes often tends to tighten up 
your muscles, encouraging the 
shorter, more upright action you’re 
trying to avoid. 

Often, you will have more success 
by forgetting about technique and 
instead trying to carry out a simple 
task that sub-consciously produces 
a better swing. This task sets a high 
penalty for the ‘over the top’ slicing 
move, and instead promotes an 
attack more from the inside. Do it at 
full speed... and let the task itself 
take care of your technique. 




Drill: With the cane only a foot above your shaft, any kind of steep, o ver-the-top move 
will result in them colliding. To avoid this you'll naturally work to approach the ball more 
from the inside, and on a shallower path. Groove it into your action by hitting lots of balls. 
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lost arc 

To create more width, 
forget 'left arm straight' 



Fault: Powerless swing created by 
a straight and tense lead arm. 

Fix: Change focus to develop 
tension-free swing width. “Left arm 
straight” (right-handers) is one of the 
first pieces of advice many of us 
were given as golfers. The tip is 
designed to give your action 
consistent width, which helps us 
build club speed and find an effective 
angle of attack. 

But while a strong, wide arc to 
your swing is important, “left arm 
straight” is not the best thought to 
achieve it. The concept of holding 
something ramrod straight tends to 
breed shortened, tightened muscles 
and inefficient, jerky movement. 

A much better way to picture and 
create swing width is by focusing on 
the gap between the middle of your 
chest and the butt of the club. ; 
Here, I’ll explain why... and show ^ 
you how it works. h 



TQ T&P S® 

SCOTT CRAhlFfELD 

CRANFIELD GOLF ACADEMY 



PGA Master 
Professional 
and Tour 
coach with 
five UK golf 
centres, 






Retain that gap 

As you swing, aim to retain 
that gap throughout; the tape 
or band material should 
remain extended at the top of 
the backswing. Use this 
exercise to build your 
awareness of that gap 
between your chest and the 
butt of the club. By focusing 
on preserving it, your lead 
arm will remain comfortably 
extended, giving your swing 
more power, plus better 
rhythm and timing. 



Howto 
find the 



Don't stretch it 

Trying to keep your lead arm 
dead straight tends to create 
tension in your arms, hands 
and shoulders, - leading to a 
shortened backswing and 
powerless impact. 



Find your natural gap 

At set-up, the club’s butt naturally 
sits a set distance from your chest. 
Here, I’m amplifying that distance 
with a simple nylon tape (a 
Theraband also works). Base your 
concept of swing width on this gap. 



■ V. 
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WEDGES 




Fault 

Fixer 



Learn from your 
follow-through 

Start with the finish for crisper wedge play 
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Set-up preserved 

At the finish the address 
spine angle has been 
maintained. The arms 
and club butt stay close 
to the body, revealing 
an action that has kept 
hands, arms, torso and 
hips working together. 



" Clubface lines up 

See too that the leading 
edge of my clubface is 
also parallel with my 
spine and shaft. This 
represents the square 
position that allows 
effective use of the 
wedge’s sole bounce. 



Shaft mirrors spine 

Your shaft is in line with and 
in front of the centre of your 
torso. If your hands are left 
with shaft leaning across 
you, you’re too out-to-in; if 
you find your hands 
working away from your 
body, you’re too in-to-out. 



Fault: Inconsistent short game striking. 
Fix: Use your follow-through to check your 
technique. Some golfers feel that what 
happens after impact is of no consequence. 
I disagree. Your follow-through position is 
the result of what has gone before, and 
because of this it can tell you plenty about 
the health of your technique. 

Pitching is a prime example, especially 
when you consider its shorter follow- 
through makes it easier for you to assess 
your finish position. Hit some mid-range 
pitches, swinging through to the length 
pictured, and hold your position. Check you 
are hitting these three bases. If you aren’t, 
build them into your final position. It’s 
amazing how working on your finish can 
positively affect the action that precedes it. 





stroke 



PUTTING 



Four simple drills to 
help you discover where 
your putting technique 



is breaking down 



Fault: Inconsistent putting. 

Fix: Follow this process designed to 
check your aim, strike, blade delivery 
and stroke tempo. 

Getting to the root of poor putting is 
difficult. A missed putt could be down 
to issues with path, strike, face aim, 
tempo, or even simply not seeing the 




line correctly. So how can you tell 



which part of your technique is letting 



you down? 



This four-stage clinic is tailored to 



tell you. Each step isolates and 




Advanced PGA 
Professional 
and Head of 
Coaching at 
East Midlands 
Golf Academy. 



challenges a separate aspect of your 
stroke, helping you get to the root of 
where your issues are. Find a flat 
portion of the practice green, away 
from any holes - we don’t need any 
negative feedback - and take each 
stage in order. One of the four will 
reveal your problem. 



TG TOP 50 
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IB SET SQUARE 

The first thing to check is that 
the blade is square to the 
string. The strong white line 
above the ball helps you find 
square instantly. If that square 
position feels open or closed 
to you, it’s a clear indication 
you’ve not been aiming the 
blade well. 
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A putting string (see left) allows you to check your head position 
and eyeline. At address, the string should look as if it squarely 
bisects the ball. If you can see more of one side of the ball or the 
other - or if the string seems to run across the ball at an angle - 
adjust your head position until everything is neat and square. 





Create a second gate a couple of feet in front of the first one, 
centred under the string and just wider than the ball. Hit six more 
putts. If they all roll through the gate, you have no problems 
starting the putt on line. But if you find yourself hitting the right 
or left tee, your start line flaw will be revealed. 





Now place two tees either side of the ball, leaving little space for 
the toe and heel to pass. Hit six putts. When you strike the ball 
from the sweetspot, the putter will miss both pegs; but if you 
find yourself catching one or the other, it reveals a pattern for 
toe or heel strikes. 




Remove the string. Stick two pegs in the ground around 2ft apart, 
and place a ball midway between them, just far enough inside 
their line for the putter to pass. Hit three putts, using the pegs to 
control backswing and throughswing lengths. Tight grouping 
shows good speed control - a hallmark of good tempo. 



100s MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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The set-up 

Grab some sand from 
the practice bunker and 
drop it in a straight line, 
perpendicular to your target. 
Take care to get it straight, 
because it helps with your 
alignment. Put five or six 
balls on the target side. 



The drill 

Hit shots while trying 
to avoid disturbing the 
sand. The speed of the 
club will disperse a little 
sand as it swooshes 
past, but it won’t sweep 
it away or, worse still, 
create a divot where the 
sand was. 






The only 
teacher the 
world No. 3 
has ever had 
and a Nike Golf 
ambassador. 



MORE TIPS ONLINE 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 



A line in 
the sand 

How a few grains can 
help your ball-striking 



Fault: Inconsistency in your ball-striking. 

Fix: As you will know by now if you’ve f .. > 
been following my series of articles, I am ' ' 
a coach who prefers ‘feels’ and visuals ' ^ 

rather than overly technical stuff. That’s > 
true even when I am now solely working rf 
with Rory; he understands the ’ ^ 

mechanics of the swing perfectly well, < 

but we rarely get too technical when ^ 

working on things. Here’s a little drill you 
can use on the practice ground to groove 
the ideal path into the ball for the ball- 
turf-divot scenario we always want with 
iron shots. All you need is some sand. 



The result 

Look how my divot starts after the sand 
- this is what you are looking to achieve. 
If you groove this into your swing you will 
start to hit sweeter irons shots. As well 
as encouraging a downward strike rather 
than a ‘scooping’ action, it also promotes 
a nice weight transfer, too. 



TOUR TIP 

MICHAEL BANNON 

RORY MclLROY’S COACH 
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MIND GAMES 

How was your year? 

Jordan Spieth's was pretty good, but he'll assess it to improve. You should too 



® he golf season may be drawing 

to a close, but this time of year 
offers you a unique opportunity 
to make progress with your game. Let 
me explain. 

For most club golfers, the competitive 
year ends around October 31. They’ll 
either cut down how much they play, or 
even stop altogether. Then, in late February 
when the new season is around the corner, 
they will start making plans or goals. The 
trouble is that by then, those plans will 
have no reference to what happened to 
them the year before. Right now, you have 
a whole season of experiences and results, 
successes and failures to draw on; and to 
plan effectively for the future, you should 
take them into account. 

Think of it like a business. At the end of 
the business year the directors will get 
together for a meeting. Their plans for the 
future will be very much based on what 
worked or didn’t work the year before - 
and your golf planning should be no 
different. So hold your own board meeting. 
Look at your game through a critical eye, 
almost as if someone from outside was 
assessing what your year was like. 
Specifically, address these key areas: 

1. What was your best score of the year, 
and your worst? 

In both cases, cast your mind back to 
recall what worked for you, and what 
didn’t. On your best day, what was good 
about your game, your mental state, your 
swing? What thought processes did you 
have? What created that best score? On 
your worst day, when you were 
horrendous, what went wrong? Did you 
have no plan or trust? Were you irritated 
by others? Did you have too many swing 
thoughts? I’m not suggesting that you will 
be able to re-find that good state at will, 
simply by remembering it. But revisiting 
those days will help you isolate what 



'Right now you have 
a whole season 
of experiences, 
of successes and 
failures to draw on' 

works for you, and what doesn’t... and 
show you the direction you need to move 
towards. For example, if on your best day 
you felt a sudden trust in your technique, 
that suggests trust for you is important... 
and the need to work technically to 
develop it. Leave this till the spring and 
those memories - and the lessons you can 
learn from them - will be lost. 



2. Divide your game into sub-categories, 
and give each a mark out of 10 

This will help you identify which part of your 
game needs the most work. If you’ve 
collected some stats over the year, this will 
really help you here - and ideally find a stats 
website or app that gives you a performance 
benchmark for your ability. The best players 
in the world average just 13 greens a round, 
so if you’re a 16 handicapper who hits eight, 
this is not your problem... however much 
your perception tells you otherwise. 

3. From your answers to questions one 
and two, create a plan to work on your 
game, with a defined goal at its end 

This will give you the incentive to work on 
your game through the winter. I call this 
the London Marathon Process; if you told 
yourself to run four times a week through 
the winter you’d have a hell of a job; but if 
you’ve entered the marathon, you’ve given 
yourself a rock-solid reason to do it. 

4. Base your winter program on the truth 

In other words, now is the ideal time to 
book some time on a launch monitor and 
find out once and for all what’s going on 
with your swing. Use that information to 
help you form your plans and goals. 

5. Finally, make a commitment to gather 
some statistics throughout 2016 

That way, when this moment comes around 
in 12 months, you can sit down with a good 
set of data that will help you plan for 2017. 

It will also help you set sub-goals in 
different parts of the game, like taking two 
putts a round less - and achieving those is 
the true path to building confidence. 



\ 



100s OF VIDEO TIPS 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/tips 
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Set-up 

Danny has a nice athletic 
set-up here. It is a fraction 
open which may suggest he 
is intending to hit a fade. 




First move 



Halfway back 




He moves the club away from the 
ball using his hands and wrists. 
The clubhead has remained 
outside his hands. 



Further evidence of his early 
wrist set can be seen here. 
There is very little body turn 
and lots of right arm fold. 



Power Store 



Shaft splits arms 






The hips are already starting to 
open up. The shaft is right on 
plane and is pointing directly at 
the ball-to-target line. 



As his powerful body rotation 
continues, the lag in the club 
is maintained. The shaft sits 
directly between the forearms. 




The release 

The hips have opened up 
allowing room for the arms to 
swing freely. The right arm and 
shaft are lined up and ready to 
impart a powerful strike. 




SWING SEQUENCE 



Do it the Danny Willett way 



TG TOP 50 

ADRIAN BISHOP 

STOCKWOOD VALE, BRISTOL 

PGA National 
coaching 
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his year, popular Englishman Danny Willett 

BMB hasn’t missed a cut in 17 events on the 

European Tour in a season that’s included 
two wins and five other top 10s. His world ranking 
has climbed to a career-high 25th, and he enjoyed 
his best finish in a Major with a T3 at the Open. 



He told us: “I attribute it to a better understanding 
of my swing, and my body. I have a long-term injury 
that restricts my hip rotation. Almost every golfer 
has some physical issue they have to deal with, and 
understanding how it affects your motion is the first 
step to developing a technique that works around it.” 
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Wrists hinged 

The hands are opposite the 
chest and the left arm is angled 
slightly inwards. The wrists are 
fully hinged already. 



Full turn 

A very powerful position sees huge 
shoulder turn coupled with very 
little hip turn - only achievable by 
someone who is extremely athletic. 



First move down 

As his lower body initiates the 
downswing the right elbow works 
inwards and downwards. These 
actions cause a subtle swallowing 
of the shaft plane. 



Moment of impact 



Follow-through 



In balance 




The right knee and foot drive 
diagonally inwards. The right 
arm and wrist are in the 
process of straightening and 
have released their energy. 






The back of the right wrist is 
now flat and the left 
wrist has cupped as a 
result of the clubhead 
free-wheeling. 



Hips, stomach and chest have rotated 
fully and are facing left of target. The 
arms are relaxed and folded having 
absorbed the energy of the swing. A 
perfectly balanced follow-through. 



Make a full 
shoulder turn 

A full turn is a vital 
part of an efficient golf 
swing. It is better to allow 
the hips to turn freely to help 
you achieve a full shoulder 
turn rather than overly 
restrict their movement on 
the backswing. 



Stick with a 
trusted voice 

Danny attributes 
a lot of his success to his 
coaches, Pete Cowen and 
Mike Walker. If you really 
want to improve go out and 
find a PGA coach you are 
happy to work with and take 
regular lessons. 





3 Hone your 
natural tempo 

Danny has a 

naturally very brisk swing 
tempo. All I hear club golfers 
say is ‘slow down’. You can’t 
hit the ball 300 yards by 
swinging slowly. Work on 
swinging smoothly, at a 
tempo that suits you. 



WILLETT’S 2015 STATS 



^ 70.13 Stroke average 
(8th on the European Tour) 

54.66% Driving accuracy (168th) 
293.7 Driving distance in yards (60th) 
72.06% Greens in regulation (29th) 
28.97 Putts per round (29th) 

25th Official World Ranking (mid-Oct) 
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HIT THE PERFECT 
SHOTWITH 









jacribe online i 




OFFER 1 

PRINT 




Direct 

Debit 

£38 




OFFER 2 

DIGITAL 

EDITION 

Direct 

Debit 

£38 




OFFER 3 

PRINT & 
DIGITAL 

Direct 

Debit 

£43 







Call 01858 438884 Online www.greatmagazines.co.uk/TG 

Terms & Conditions: Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. Prices include postage for print and packaging. The gift is available for UK subscribers only and is subject to availability. We 
reserve the right to provide an alternative gift or a 3 issue extension if stocks are exhausted. We reserve the right to reclaim the gift/value of the gift if you cancel your subscription before the end of the 
agreed term. The minimum term is 1 3 issues. After your first 1 3 issues (1 year) your subscription will continue at this offer price every 1 3 issues thereafter unless you are notified otherwise. You will not 
receive a renewal reminder and the Direct Debit payments will continue to be taken unless you tell us otherwise. This offer closes on November 25,201 5. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. Cost from UK landlines for 01 numbers per minute is (approximate) 2p to lOp. Cost from mobiles per minute (approximate) 1 Op to 40p. Costs vary depending on the geographical location in 
the UK. You may get free calls to some numbers as part of your call package - please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). UK orders only. Overseas 
prices start at £65 for a print subscription, phone +44 1 858 438884 for further information. Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. 








GARY PLAYER 



This man is 
80 years old. 
Just don't tell 
him that... 

We celebrate the game's most energetic octogenarian 



f you’ve won well over 100 

J professional golf tournaments, 
including nine Majors, you might 
decide to take your foot off the gas and relax 
a bit by the time your 80th birthday rolls 
around. Not if you’re Gary Player. The 
Johannesburg-born Hall of Famer shows 
absolutely no signs of slowing down. 

If he’s not working out or playing golf, he 
is designing courses, giving motivational 
speeches or attempting to raise $100million 
through his Berenberg Gary Player Invitational 
charity golf events. And that’s before we 
mention his short-game clinics, clothing lines, 
real estate business, range of fine wines, 
captaincy of the 2016 South African Olympic 
golf team, and the small matter of his fast- 
approaching 80th birthday party... 

Happy birthday in advance, Mr Player. How 
are you going to mark the occasion? 

My friends and I are going to have a massive 
party at Sun City in South Africa. There will 
probably be 1,000 people there, with the ones 
who want to play golf joining me on the 
course the day before and the ones who don’t 



coming on the day itself. I am really looking 
forward to it. 

You posed nude for ESPN when you were 
77... is another risque shoot on the agenda 
at 80? 

No, but I’ll tell you the good news about that: 

I have never had so many women call me in 
all my life - and reverse charges at that! 

If you could only play one course for the rest 
of your life, which one would it be? 

That is such a tough question, but I have to 
say the Old Course at St Andrews. When you 
step onto the 1st tee you can feel the rich and 
timeless history that includes the origins of 
this great game. 

Do you think golf is in good health? 

Golf is two different animals right now. The 
professional game is a thoroughbred stallion 
that is healthy, sponsored by some great 
companies and ready to run. But the amateur 
game is a sick horse that is in need of a 
veterinarian. I’m going to do everything in my 
power to help the world’s amateurs. □ 
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'People used to 
blast me for my 
weight training. 
They said 1 was 
a nut and would 
be finished by 35. 
Look how times 
have changed!' 





GARY PLAYER 




How are you going to do that? 

I’m trying to speed up the pace of play. Six- 
hour rounds are too long, so I think we need 
to relax some rules for ‘weekend’ golfers and 
encourage people to play ‘ready golf rather 
than copying the pros who take too many 
practice strokes and forever to line up putts. 
On top of this, the game also needs more 
family friendly 12-hole courses. 

If you could change one rule in golf, what 
would it be? 

I would change the ball to a single standard 
for all professional golfers. Today’s 
professionals can absolutely crush the ball off 
the tee, and because of this most courses 
around the world are being lengthened to 
accommodate the new ball and equipment. It 
is wasteful and terrible for the environment. 

What is the best golf tip you ever received? 

During the early part of my career, a number 
of people criticised my swing for being too 



flat. Fortunately, I was paired with Ben Hogan 
during one of my first rounds in America and 
he told me that a golf swing could never be 
too flat. He was right; you just need to keep 
the club under your wrist. 

If you were offered a mulligan on any shot in 
your career, which one would you take again? 

I try not to dwell on any shots, because 
I believe that to become a champion you 
must be able to move on from a bad shot. 
That said, there are several shots where I wish 
I had taken the time to really analyse what 
I needed to do before making my swing. 

You won the Masters in your 40s. What are 
the keys to staying competitive at that age? 

I think being so fit was my biggest advantage. 
For years, I was blasted for my weight training 
regimen and crazy diet. They would say, ‘Gary 
Player will never win another tournament after 
35. He is a nut. You cannot keep a sharp golf 
swing if you put that kind of physical stress on 




attention. 



'Jack is the toughest 
guy I ever played 
against. To beat 
him was extremely 
satisfying' 



your body’. Well look at how times have 
changed. Today’s stars exercise and weight 
train all year, and I’m proud to say I was the 
person who brought this mentality into golf. 

Will we see someone over the age of 50 win 
a Major in the future? 

Absolutely. Not only are older golfers much 
fitter than they used to be, they also believe 
they can do it. In my view, it is only a matter 
of time before a man over 50 wins a Major. 



r PLAYER’S NINE MAJOR VICTORIES PLACE HIM JOINT-FOURTH ON THE LIST OF WINNERS 
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Do you think players in the latter stages of 
their career have a mental advantage over 
younger players? 

Experience always helps. You know how to 
prepare and you often know the courses 
better. But I think what matters the most is 
believing in yourself and doing everything you 
possibly can to prepare for an event. I knew 
I had a chance to win every tournament 
I entered because of my preparation. 

What is more important in modern golf - the 
long game or the short game? 

Without question it is the short game. 

Roughly 70 per cent of all shots are taken 
from 100 yards or less. Chipping and putting 
well wins tournaments and Majors. 

I always hear people talking about how long 
they can drive the ball off the tee, or say, ‘My 
son is going to be a great professional, he 
already can hit it 300 yards.’ Who cares? As 
the Scots say, ‘You drive for show and putt 
for dough’. 



In the modern world, can a golfer just be a 
golfer, or do they also need to be an 
entertainer? 

It is important for every successful golfer to 
give back to the fans and the media, so you 
do need to be somewhat of an entertainer. 

Phil Mickelson is a great example of this and 
probably the best ambassador in golf today. 
Everyone loves Phil, because he seems to 
truly care about the fans and the game. 

Who was the toughest matchplayer you 
played against? 

Without question it was Jack Nicklaus. He 
never beat himself and was the best in history 
at sticking to his game plan, no matter what 
was thrown at him. So beating him 6&4 and 
5&4 in the World Matchplay was extremely 
satisfying. 

Sticking with matchplay. If you were the next 
United States Ryder Cup captain, what would 
you say in your first team talk? 



I would say, ‘Guys, America is the greatest 
country in the world. We have the best 
courses, the best facilities, the best training, 
the best coaches and the best players. If 
we play as a team in the manner and spirit 
I know we can, I have no doubt we will win 
this tournament. Now go out and make your 
country proud.” 

Finally, what was the greatest golf shot 
you’ve ever seen? 

I’m going to pick the four drives Ben Hogan 
hit on the 6th hole at Carnoustie during the 
1953 Open Championship. There is out of 
bounds on the left of the hole and a pot 
bunker approximately 15 yards to the right of 
that in the middle of the fairway. Each round 
Hogan threaded his tee shot between these 
hazards. It was amazing. 

Player spoke to TG at the Berenberg Gary 
Player Invitational charity event See 
garyplayerinvitational.com/europe 




Player took the 
crown from 
defending champion 
Jack Nicklaus. A 
one-over total gave 
him a two-stroke 
victory over runners- 
up Tommy Aaron 
and Jim Jamieson. 



Having missed the 
previous year’s 
tournament due to 
surgery - the only 
Masters he missed 
in 53 years - Player 
returned in fantastic 
fashion, his 10-under 
total giving him a 
three-shot victory. 




Victory at Royal 
Lytham & St Annes 
saw Player win 
two Majors in a 
season for the 
only time in his 
career, beating 
runner-up Peter 
Oosterhuis by 
four shots. 



A 42-year-old Player 
overcame a seven- 
shot deficit going 
into the final round, 
shooting a record- 
tying 64 to beat 
defending champion 
Tom Watson, Rod 
Funseth and Hubert 
Green by one shot. 
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The 122-year-old Royal Norwich Golf Club has 
sold its course to housing developers. But it's 
using the cash to create a new super-club just 
up the road. It begs the question... 

Is this the future 
for your club? 



WORDS KEVIN BROWN PHOTOGRAPHY BOB ATKINS 



olf clubs are prone to change. Dress 

Q codes, membership prices, comp 
formats, course layouts, green fees 
and many other things alter over time, often 
unsettling long-standing members. But one 
thing they can normally rely on is that the golf 
club will be in the same place. 

In the case of Royal Norwich Golf Club, 
however, even that most fundamental factor is 
about to dramatically change. 

The club’s current site - on which the game 



has been played for more than 120 years - 
has been sold to make room for 1,000 new 
Norwich homes. What’s happening to all the 
golfers? Well, the money they’ve raised - all 
seven figures of it - has been used to buy 
Weston Park Golf Club seven miles up the 
A1067. It will be redeveloped as a new 27-hole 
championship-standard course, available to 
members of both clubs, but adopting the 
Royal Norwich name. It’s a dramatic - and 
clever - solution to a dwindling membership. E 



CLUB MOVE 




It’s only seven nniles from the club’s current 
home to its proposed new location, but that 
15-minute drive will feel like a momentous 
journey for some. Yet it’s one the majority of 
members were happy to make, with the 
proposed relocation receiving backing from 81 
per cent of them. “I was extremely pleased to 
get a strong mandate from the members for 
the relocation,” says Royal Norwich’s club 
captain, Adrian Myhill. 

One factor that will have swayed the vote 
was the quality of the course promised at the 
new location. It will be designed by European 
Golf Design’s chief architect Ross McMurray, 
the man responsible for the Twenty Ten Ryder 
Cup course at Celtic Manor. “It’s going to be 
very good,” he told us. 

“It is a lovely site with a lot of potential. I’m 
really enthusiastic about it and it’s a project 
I was keen to get involved in. It will be a fun 
course with some really nice holes, including 
some exciting short par 4s and a couple of 
water holes. There will be 27 holes altogether, 
with an 18-hole course and then a nine-holer 
featuring four par 3s and short par 4s, built to 
the same quality as the main course. There 
will be good practice facilities too - there will 
be something for everybody. It will be a 
pleasant place to play.” 

Former vice-captain Graham Taylor, who is 



Top left: Royal Norwich will retain its name, in a 
new location. Top right: This pleasant parkland 
will become houses. Above left: The clubhouse is 
set to close in 2018. Above right: Royal Norwich 
officials take a closer look at the exciting plans. 

playing an active role in the process, told us: 

“If you look at the Marquess course at 
Woburn, I would say that is going to be the 
minimum standard as far as I’m concerned. 

It’s an incredibly exciting scenario.” 

The process will see Weston Park’s existing 
members move to Royal Norwich for two 
years while the new course is developed, 
before memberships of both clubs combine at 
the new course. 

“The project will benefit members at both 
clubs and enable Weston Park to be 
transformed into Norfolk’s premier golf club 
and a worthy new home for the Royal 
Norwich,” says Martin Goymour, managing 
director of Goymour Properties, the company 
that owns Weston Park. “It’s all about making 
sure Royal Norwich still exists for another 125 
years,” adds Taylor. 

Subject to planning permissions, the new 
course and facilities should be open by late- 
2017 to early-2018. McMurray feels that 
combining two clubs could be the answer to 
the membership and financial woes facing 
many clubs in the landscape of declining 



participation and the proliferation of pay-as- 
you-play golfers. “It could be a blueprint for 
other clubs to look at with two declining clubs 
merging to create one dynamic new club.” 
Clearly, an 81 per cent majority means that 
19 per cent of Royal Norwich’s existing 
members aren’t so keen on the move. “We 
have been very aware that a percentage of our 
membership don’t want it to happen and it 
will be sad but inevitably some will leave,” 
says general manager Phil Grice. 

“There will certainly be some who won’t 
want to travel. We’re constantly trying to find 
out the likely number of drop-outs but the 
situation is constantly changing. 

“If we’re able to show the members what 
they are going to get and give them a firm 
commitment of pricing structures I hope we 
can hold onto about 75 per cent of the 
membership of both clubs, which would be 
fantastic. Who knows, the way things are going 
at the moment mergers like this may well be 
the way forward so we may see other clubs 
following suit in the future?” 

“Over 80 per cent of members voted in 
favour of the move and that’s a strong remit to 
go forward, but you’ve still got to understand 
19% would have loved to have stayed put,” 
says ex-club captain John Garbutt. 

“I think the vast majority knew that this deal 



48 ISSUE 341 TODAYSGOLFER.CO.uk 




This could be a 
blueprint for other 
declining clubs... 
melting to create 
one dynamic 
new club' 

offers the club another 120 years of security if 
managed properly.” 

“It will be an end of an era, a once in a 
generation thing and I don’t know of any other 
clubs around who are doing what we are 
doing,” says Taylor. “What we are doing has 
the potential to be absolutely fantastic and 
I can’t understand why anybody would not 
want to play what will undoubtedly be one of 
the premier clubs, not just in Norfolk but 
possibly within the country.” 

Nobody likes the idea of their golf club 
being taken away from them, but with two 
struggling clubs in the same area, the merger 
does offer a solution for both. “It’s not an ideal 
situation for either club,” says Grice. “We’ve 
both found ourselves in a position where we’re 
not performing as we were around 25 years 



ago, because the market has changed.” 

Goymour explains that without the change, 
Weston Park simply would not have a future: 
“To be frank, had it not been for Royal 
Norwich having the funds from Persimmon to 
do this properly, then Weston Park would not 
be a golf club - I would have to look at 
something else for it.” 

“People say golf is dying, but it’s not,” says 
Grice. “It’s just that many clubs are not 
aligned to how the market is. When we move, 
we’ll have a nine-hole course available and we 
see a need to have an academy with really 
good practice facilities so we want to grow our 
own customers. We want a bit of everything 
for everybody. 

“We need to become a little more multi- 
functional, flexible and user friendly,” he 
adds. “Both clubs previously had only 
seven-day memberships, but now we’ll have 
five and six-day memberships as well. We 
had a points-based system where you can 
buy points to use like a member, but this 
wasn’t pushed as hard as it could have 
been. I think it will become a fundamental 
part of the membership plan going forward, 
which should particularly help the 19-30 
year olds. We need to plot a way forward 
and ensure we don’t make the same 
mistakes again.” 



MOVE No.2 

Now Darlington 
decides to sell up 

Royal Norwich may be the first, but 
another club has already decided to 
sell-up to developers. 

Members of Darlington GC 
voted 221-36 to back a deal, and 
the Alastair MacKenzie-designed 
course will become housing. A new 
course will be built on adjacent land. 

Club chairman David Peat told 
the Darlington & Stockton Times: 
“This is a win-win situation for us, the 
developer and the town as it strives 
to meet its housing needs. 

“Over the past few years we and 
most other golf clubs have been 
struggling to make ends meet. 

“This proposal allows us to 
build a course of our choice, have 
an efficient clubhouse, affordable 
subscriptions and a strong balance 
sheet without any disruption to 
playing golf or any risk to our 
organisation.” 
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GOLF’S PEARLS OF ‘WISDOM’ EXPOSED 



SIX SWING 




The worst tips you'll get...and how to avoid them 

WORDS SIMON PAYNE, WITH DulcAN LENfARD PICTURES ANGUS MURRAY 



O S a youngster I was told “Aim at] 

your target.” I spent ages getting I 
my feet, hips and shoulders aimii 
at the pin. . . unaware the advice was f laweT 
and I was grooving a problem for myself. It 
was only when I saw that famous image of 
the golfer on railway tracks that I twigged 



th it only my clubface should aim at the flag, 
ar J that my body should aim parallel to the 
ta get, not at it. “Aim at your target” is one of 
a : ;eries of well-intentioned but damaging 
instructions we golfers are regularly exposed 
to. Here, I expose six of the most common... 
and explain what you should do instead. □ 





'Trail knee holds its 
position in the backswing' 



^ At address your knees should be 
naturally and comfortably flexed, the 
knee caps pretty much over your shoe 
laces. There is a common piece of advice 
floating around that the right or trail knee 



should maintain its address position right 
through to the end of the backswing. The 
theory is that it supports the backswing; 
in fact it will tend to restrict it. Here’s why 
this is a dangerous tip to use. 




TG TOP 50 

SIMON PAYNE 

COWGLEN GC, GLASGOW 
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But for the average golfer with 
limited flexibility, trying to maintain 
the trail knee flex and position 
simply restricts hip turn, and as a 
consequence shoulder rotation. This 
stunted top-of-the-backswing 
position is the best outcome; the 
worst, if you try to force shoulder 
turn, is serious injury to your back. 



Flexibility and turn 

We need the shoulders 
to make a full turn during 
the backswing, ideally 
until your back faces your 
target. Younger or more 
flexible golfers can achieve 
this with less hip turn and 
less trail knee movement. 






Development 
Centre coach. 



















Back to the target 

To work on this, place a 
club across your shoulders 
and make a full shoulder 
turn, until your back faces 
the target. As you do so, 
focus on your trail knee, 
and how it wants to move 
during the backswing. 



Straighter trail knee 

Allow your trail hip to 
rotate - and the back leg to 
straighten - to permit that 
full shoulder turn. You’ll 
still create a powerful coil 
as long as your hip turn 
is prompted by shoulder 
rotation. 



Flex governs knee 

Movement in the trail 
knee, then, is dictated not 
by technique but by how 
flexible you are. The more 
your hips need to rotate 
to complete your shoulder 
turn, the more your trail 
leg can straighten. 



With a club across your shoulders, 
turn until the butt of the club points 
behind the ball. As you complete 
your turn, sense downward force 
along the inside of the trail foot. 





mk 







'Rock your shoulders 
to hole more putts' 



I think most of us can picture what is 
meant by this instruction. It suggests a 
motion controlled by relatively robotic 
movement in the shoulders - the trail one 
lifting to create the backswing, the lead 
shoulder following suit to bring the putter 



forward and through. The idea behind this 
movement is to control the stroke with 
big, slow dependable muscles, rather than 
the fast-twitch ones in the wrists, hands 
and fingers. But it doesn’t hold much 
weight with me, and here’s why. 




Rocking doesn't roll 

Shoulder rocking moves the putter 
up and down abruptly, steepening 
the arc and causing angle of attack 
issues. This motion is at odds with 
the smooth, shallow arc the putter 
needs to make to roll the ball well. 



Let the arms take control 

Instead, think of your arms as 
controlling the stroke. Your arm 
muscles are not as twitchy as those 
in the hands and wrists, so permit a 
perfectly dependable movement of 
the putter. 



Putt low-hand only 

One-handed putting 
encourages you to use your 
arm to swing the putter, 
rather than your shoulders. 
It gives your action rhythm 
and flow, which helps the 
ball roll well off the face. 





'Change ball position 
to suit the club' 



So you should play the driver opposite 
your lead toe-cap and your short irons 
back in your stance, right? Actually, no. 
Ball position should remain a constant, 
played opposite your lead foot instep. 
This myth is a problem of perception. As 



the swing gets longer and more 
aggressive, your stance has to widen to 
give you the stability needed to contain it. 
So as the stance gets wider, the ball looks 
as if it’s been moved further forward. 
Here’s how to work ball position. 




Get on the front foot 

Instead of thinking of the 
ball moving back and 
forwards in a fixed stance, 
think of the relationship 
between ball and lead foot 
as a constant - and simply 
adjust stance width with 
your back foot. 



Keep II on me insiep 

Play the ball just inside 
the lead instep with every 
club, from driver to wedge. 
With ball position constant 
you’ll find it easier to time 
impact through the bag, 
and your striking will 
become more consistent. 






Trail foot moves back 

As the club lengthens, 
simply move your trail foot 
back to create a wider, 
more stable base. It also 
puts your upper body 
further behind the ball, 
helping you find a more 
level-to-ascending strike. 



Inconsistent strike point 

Here is the myth in action, the ball 
position moving back in the stance as the 
club gets shorter. Forget it. All it does is 
give you a constantly-changing impact 
point, something that breeds complication 
and strike/timing inconsistency. You don’t 
need to do it. 







•*•**•* 



'You're swinging 
the golf club too fast' 



At some stage of our golfing lives, most of 
us have been told to slow our swing down. 
Fast swings get associated with snappy 
movement and loss of control while slow 
swings are apparently graceful and 
coordinated. Don’t believe it for a second. 



What we can say, however, is that there is 
a tempo and sequence to efficient swing 
movement. When you lose those, that loss 
of coordination gives the appearance of 
excessive speed. So instead of focusing on 
pace, improve tempo and sequence. 




Coordination suffers 

Telling a golfer to ‘slow down’ is one 
of the worst things you can do. 
Typically the backswing gets over- 
deliberate, followed by a snatchy 
move from the top as the hit 
impulse takes over. The result is 
usually a loss of connection and 
coordination as the body races 
ahead of the club. 




Instinctive timing 

This quickfire drill keeps 
the clubhead moving 
fastest once more, but 
also builds an instinctive 
quality to the timing of 
your hit; you will feel your 
natural rhythm and tempo 
emerge as each ball is hit. 



y 

/ 




Improve your tempo 

Tee five balls in a line. Take 
your 7-iron. Hit the first 
normally. Then, from your 
followthrough, swing back 
down and move straight in 
to hit the second. Repeat 
up the line, hitting balls in 
this machine-gun style. 



r ’ 






Now improve 
your sequencing 



During the swing the parts with 
the furthest to move (clubhead, 
hands) must move faster than 
those with short journeys 



(shoulders, chest). When a swing 
fails to obey this law, parts seem 
to gain speed as coordination is 
lost. Here’s a drill to put it right. 




Address: Start ahead of the ball 

Set up to the ball normally. But now, lift the clubhead over 
the top of the ball and turn through to move the club 
ahead of the ball, shaft parallel to the ground. 




Backswing: Build swing momentum 

From this start point, sweep the club back down and over 
the top of the ball, and on to the top. This gets the club 
moving fastest, as you need in a well-sequenced swing. 





Delivery: Speed with control 

From a backswing built on natural momentum, you will 
find it a lot easier to start down with coordination. The 
club may be moving fast, but it is still under control. 




Followthrough: Full and balanced 

Go ahead and hit the ball at full speed. When all segments 
of your body move in coordination, you’ll discover this 
balanced finishing position takes care of itself. 
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'Keep your head down!' 
(aka 'you lifted your head') 



This is another of those pieces of advice 
that comes from a misperception. When 
golfers top the ball, the head does indeed 
appear to rise. However, there is almost 
never a deliberate, independent raising of 
the head; typically the head lifts because 



the golfer comes out of posture during the 
downswing, straightening up and giving 
the appearance of the head lifting. “Keep 
your body down” would be a better piece 
of advice. Keeping your backside out 
during the swing will help you achieve it. 





Glute solution 

stick two alignment canes 
or old shafts into the ground 
behind you at an angle, a 
couple of feet apart and 
parallel to your ball-target 
line. Set up to the ball so 
you feel your rear is making 
contact with both. 



This image shows how, even when 
every effort is made to keep the 
head down, it still appears to lift if 
your spine angle straightens. In this 
image my head is still rising, even 
though I’m ‘keeping it down’! 



Posture retained 

Make a slow-motion 
backswing. As you turn, feel 
your right or trail glute push 
softly back against the rear 
cane. As you swing slowly 
down and through, feel your 
left or lead glute do the same 
to the front cane. 





'Ball back, hands forward 
to strike chips cleanly' 



Of all the common golfing myths, this is 
probably the most excusable. Steepen the 
attack angle and surely you reduce your 
chances of catching the turf behind the 
ball, and that hated heavy contact? 
Sounds logical, but actually it’s wrong. 



Your irons come with an anti-duff 
technology built in. It’s called bounce, but 
it can only work when the club is delivered 
from a shallow angle. The better you set 
this up, the more success you’ll have 
avoiding that fatted chip. 





Steep attack promotes di >- 

The more you move the ball back in 
your stance and push the hands 
forward, the steeper your attack 
becomes. With the club driving 
towards the turf, you increase your 
chances of a stubbed contact. 



Set 

Instead, play the ball under your 
left chest and position your hands 
so there is either no or very little 
shaft lean, just as the designer 
built the club. This address 
promotes a shallower attack. 





Use the bounce 

In its designed position, 
the back of the club’s sole 
sits closer to the ground 
than its leading edge. This 
‘bounce’ stops it digging 
on contact with the turf, 
giving margin for error. 






10 RULES 



BobRotella on... 

Mind games 

One of the world's top mental coaches explains how you should have 
more belief, what you can learn from Spieth - and why strokeplay is best 

WORDS KEVIN BROWN PICTURES JIM CARPENTER, GETTY IMAGES 




© olf is played in the head as much as 

on the ground and nobody knows 
that better than Bob Rotella, who 
has been conducting mind games with the 
world’s top players for the past four decades. 

Rotella, whose stable of current stars 
include Major winners Padraig Harrington, 

Jim Furyk, Ernie Els, Darren Clarke and South 
Africans Chari Schwartzel and Louis 
Oosthuizen, claims that 90 per cent plus of 
golf at the highest level is in the head - and is 
convinced it’s getting harder to succeed at the 
highest level. But there are plenty of mental 
tricks his players use to stand out - you could 
use them, too. 



1 Belief in yourself is everything. And when 
you don’t win or aren’t winning trophies, 
that’s a heck of a challenge. In basketball if 
you’re a decent team you tend to win at least 
50-60% of your games, whereas in golf if you 
win 1% of the time you’re really good. Tiger 
Woods is a prime example - I’ll be more 
shocked if he doesn’t get his old form back 
just because he’s been there and done it 
since he was five. For him, it’s all about going 
out there and believing in what he is doing 
and right now that doesn’t seem to be 
happening. 



2 Belief may be the be-all-and-end-all, 

though you also need the three Cs - 
confidence, concentration and 
composure. But when you’re believing 
it’s easy to stay composed, it’s easier 
to focus and not be bothered by 
anything. Look at Jordan Spieth’s US 
Open win this year - he double- 
bogeyed the 17th and still won: 
think about how good that is! That 
gave him the belief to think ‘wow, I 
can make all kind of mistakes, 
including a double bogey on 17, 
and still win.’ 
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3 You’ve got to have the right attitude. It’s 
the same with all the top players - when 
their heads are in the right place, they can 
really play and when it’s not, they’re not so 
good. It shows how human they are. You need 
to learn how to win to handle the pressures. 
That’s what top players live for - to be in 
contention on the weekend. That’s when it’s 
easier for most guys to deal with. 



4 It’s all about delivering the goods out on 
the course. When you see the top pros 
on the range they can all hit the ball and you’ll 
struggle to tell who is a top player and who’s 
just pretty good. Go to the pitching area and 
they can all get up and down. It’s all about 
being in the right frame of mind when you 
step out onto the course. 



5 You can take a leaf out of Jordan’s book. 

He never overswings, never changes his 
gait, is always composed. He’s not ridiculously 
strong with his ball -striking, but from 100 
yards in he’s just so good. He plays to his 
strengths, the things he knows he’s good at. 



jfjuM. 



6 The best players have a huge ego. The 

Tour game is about narrow margins. 

Your ranking in putting can be 100, but if you 
look at the difference between you and the 
No.l it’s miniscule. If you look at the fairway 
and greens hit stats they’re all bunched 
incredibly closely. At some point, you’ve got to 
ask yourself ‘was I put on this earth to win?’ 
Think about how highly you must think of 
yourself to achieve that. 



7 Club golfers need to hit the ball in a way 
that they can repeat. Don’t try to shape 
shots, hit it high, hit it low. Find one simple 
way - there’s plenty of good pros around who 
can help you do that - and stick to it. 



8 Spend a lot of time practising your short 
game because every hole in every 
tournament is going to end with a pitch or 
putt. Find a driver, 3-wood or hybrid you can 
hit well and regularly find fairways with and 
then really get good from 100 yards and in. 
Then you can go and play. 



9 Stay on an even keel and take nothing 
for granted. I’ve been really, really 
impressed with what Jordan Spieth (and 
Lydia Ko) has done this year, but what will he 
be like in 20 years? This game can beat you 
up. If he spends the rest of his life comparing 
how he’s doing to this year, it could drive 
him nuts trying to live up to it. But if he 
has his head together and puts 
everything into perspective, it could be 
pretty neat and then you have another 
Jack Nicklaus. 



1 strokeplay. That’s real 

golf! When you have to count 
every shot, it’s tougher. Every weekend, 
guys go out and play fourball betterball, or 
say ‘that’s good’ to a three-footer. But 
strokeplay makes you mentally tough. 
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Belief may be the 
be-all-and-end-alL 
but you also need the 
three Cs - confidence, 
concentration and 
composure' 














QUEENSWOOD GOLF SCHOLARSHIP 

Open to girls aged 1 1 and above with a real drive to succeed at the highest level 
whilst embracing the full breadth of a first class independent girls’ school education 



A leading boarding and day school for girls aged 1 1—18, in a beautiful 120-acre estate close to London 

Open mornings: Wednesday 18 November and Saturday 19 March 

www.queenswood.org | 01707 602500 | Shepherd s Way, Brookmans Park, Hertfordshire AL9 6NS 
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PLAY MORE PAY LESS 



PLAY THEJEST CURSES ACROSS 
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^ IRON BYRON 
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Robot king 



One machine made more of an impact in golf than any other 
before, or arguably after. Happy 50th birthday Iron By ron 

WORDS DUNCAN LENNARD PICTURES TRUE TEMPER; GEORGE MANNING ■ 




IRON BYRON 



© ome say it’s Tiger Woods; most say 

it’s Tommy Bolt. But no, the angriest 
golfer ever was the Iron Byron swing 
machine. In its three-year development and 
testing period, Iron Byron broke countless 
clubs - even after striking some pretty 
acceptable shots. If its technique mimicked 
its namesake, the genteel Byron Nelson, its 
temper most certainly did not. 

“One of our biggest problems was stopping 
the swing without snapping the clubshaft,” 
recalls George Manning, the engineer who 
headed up the project to build golfs first 
mechanical golfer - 50 years old next month. 

“Timing the club’s deceleration was both 
vital and tricky. If we triggered it too early, it 
affected impact: if we triggered it too late, the 
club stopped too abruptly and snapped - 
usually up near the grip end. The sight of a 
lethal metal shard flying through the air was 
not uncommon. Normally they somersaulted 
forwards. We learned very quickly always to 
stand behind the machine during testing.” 
Manning eventually found the solution - 
disc brakes in multiple layers, controlled by air 
pressure applied at precise times. It would 
prove just another hiccup in the quest to build 
a machine that was not just club-breaking, 
but genuinely groundbreaking. 

The Iron Byron owed its existence to the 
simple fact that equipment makers felt the 
need to deal with fact - and not opinion - in 
evaluating their new products. Until the early 
1960s, club testing was essentially a case of 
collecting a group of elite players, giving them 
a hit, and asking them what they thought. 
Anything - from liking the colour of the head 
to whether the golfer had quarrelled with his 
wife that morning - might compromise their 
feedback. A more rigorous, scientific 
approach was called for - and that call was 
answered by the largest shaft manufacturer in 
the world: True Temper. The firm, at the time 
based in Ohio, provided shafts for all of the 
game’s major clubmakers. Frustrated by the 
fact the precision of their shaft-making 
process was not matched by the exactness of 
their testing, they decided to commission the 
construction of an objective, opinion-free, 
mood-free golf-ball-slugging automaton. 

In 1962 they explained their plan to the 
Battel le Institute, a local not-for-profit research 
organisation - where a 27-year-old engineer 
named George Manning happened to be free. 
“I was intrigued by the project,” he drawls. 

“I was interested in golf, played off about 
eight. True Temper asked us if it was possible 
to develop a machine that would swing 
exactly like a man. We convinced them it was. 

I was made chief engineer for the project.” 
Manning appreciated that before they could 
build a machine that swung like a man, they 
must first establish how a man swung the 
club. “So we gathered elite amateurs and 
professionals and took high speed pictures 




Power pack 

He was only five 
feet tall, but could 
smash it 300 yards. 









'Iron Byron owed 
its existence to the 
fact equipment 
makers had to deal 
in fact, not opinion' 

using a stroboscope. Then we plotted frame- 
by-frame what the shaft and the club were 
doing as they progressed from the top 
through impact. That was painstaking work - 
perhaps the most tedious part of the project.” 

Though many regard Ben Hogan as the 
most machine-like golfer who had ever lived, 
the Hawk was not involved in this research. 
Manning recalls some contact, but believes 
Hogan was too busy establishing his own 
equipment company to get involved. 

Instead, the team alighted on Byron Nelson. 
Fifty years old and officially retired. Nelson 
was nevertheless recognised as an 
outstanding exponent of the current swing. 

He agreed to get involved, and was put under 
contract at True Temper for the project. 

“We certainly used a lot of Byron Nelson’s 
data in developing the machine because he 
was so repeatable,” says Manning. “The 
closest relationship between the two was in 
their consistency. Byron’s was almost super- 
human. Eventually we got the machine’s swing 
velocity within a half-a-per cent every time.” 

Tedious the initial work may have been, 
but in plotting the swing in minute detail 
Manning’s team made an important discovery. 
While the backswings varied wildly, the 
downswings bordered on identical. “They all 
got it in plane: they all had a very late release. 




they were all still accelerating right up through 
impact,” says Manning. 

“But the best message from the high speed 
pictures was that there was a clear centre of 
rotation to every downswing move. Even 
though there is leg and body motion, it occurs 
around a point in space, and as a result we 
could duplicate that. It allowed us to design a 
machine with an arm that rotated around a 
fixed point.” 

But it wasn’t all so simple. For the machine 
to be of any use to True Temper, it had to 
represent accurately the stresses placed on 
a shaft by a human swing. The unique 
combination of rotation and release created 
by the hand and arm action created a specific 
pattern of forces down through the shaft - a 
pattern that would prove tough to imitate. 

Manning recalls up to a dozen people 
working on the project - and one by one, 
technical issues began to evaporate. A camera 
was added to record data. Swing speed could 
be measured electronically. And problems 
securing the club to the swinging arm were 
solved by the development of a grip that had 
adjustable mechanical fingers which could be 
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loosened and tightened. At this stage the 
machine was still known as the Mechanical 
Golfer, or even more aridly as the Golf Club 
Testing Device. The Iron Byron moniker would 
not arrive for three more years. 

The heyday 

By 1966 the Mechanical Golfer was passed fit 
for duty. Manning headed to Madison, Ohio, 
to demonstrate it to True Temper. Duly 
impressed, they took delivery. Then they 
travelled en masse to Florida to showcase the 
machine to the PGA and the trade. “This is 
when it all broke loose,” says Manning. “The 
PGA wanted one, the USGA wanted one; most 
of the major club makers wanted one...” 

True Temper had in fact not patented the 
Iron Byron, perhaps reasoning that building 
one would prove more expensive than buying 



BY THE NUMBERS 



r 

50 Iron Byron’s age this year. 

100.000 The amount, in dollars, 
he cost manufacturers to buy in 1966. 

2 The years of development before 
the robot could be revealed. 

7 The number of holes-in-one made 
by Iron Byron. 

24 The number of months USGA test 
fairway turf lasted before constant hits 
into the same spot wore it out. 

250.000 The amount in dollars the 
original Iron Byron cost to build. 

52 Byron Nelson’s PGA Tour wins, 
including five Majors. 



one from them - this despite an asking price 
in the region of $100,000. “That was at a time 
when I was earning around $7,500 a year,” 
laughs Manning. “They were not inexpensive.” 

So began the heyday for the Iron Byron. 
Virtually all the major clubmakers bought one. 
Very quickly, there were around 40 at work - 
and almost as fast, companies discovered just 
how deep Iron Byron’s talents ran. 

“When True Temper originally 
commissioned the Iron Byron, we were simply 
looking for a way to mimic the swing and 
control testing,” says Mike McCaskey, a True 
Temper R&D test specialist who worked with 
the Iron Byron almost every day for around 
10 years. “But things developed from there. 

“A lot of what we did was quite crude - 
basically the manual versions of what the 
digital launch monitors do today. We would 
draw dots on the ball then take high-speed 
pictures to chart its movement, and so the 
ball’s spin. We used light gauges to measure 
ball speed. It was basic, but it worked.” 

But perhaps the ultimate endorsement of 
the machine’s quality was in the USGA’s 
willingness to take advantage of the 
possibilities it offered for testing product 
conformity. “We took delivery of our first Iron 
Byron in 1971, and it was pressed into service 
a year later,” says the USGA’s assistant 
technical director John Spitzer. “We used it 
almost exclusively for golf ball conformity 
testing.” 

Such was the consistency of the machine 
that it became the ball-beating heart of the 
USGA’s Overall Distance Standard. From 1976, 
all Overall Distance testing was done with the 
Iron Byron. That consistency quickly became 
the stuff of legend. Rumours spread that the 
USGA were having to relay the centre strip of 




its test fairway every two years because of the 
damage caused by golf balls pummelling the 
same spot time and time again. 

“I’m not sure if that is true - if it happened, 
it was before my time,” says Spitzer. “But I do 
know our range had a hole cut into it with a 
flag along the centre line. We eventually 
removed the hole and flag because Iron Byron 
would regularly hole out, forcing us to re-hit 
the shot to make sure we got the total roll.” 

“During testing, one of us would go out 
into the field to collect the balls,” Manning 
recollects. “We’d catch them on the bounce. 
You might have to move your arm, but never 
your feet.” 

Eventually - inevitably - Iron Byron’s fortune 
began to wane. By 1992, there were 10 
companies, running around 20 machines. It 
wasn’t just the advent of new ball-slugging 
machines, like Wilson’s Ball Launcher or the 
Miya Shot Robo V - which offered increased 
functionality, such as the ability to hold off or 
cast the clubhead. It was also the late-90s 
spike in ball and club technology that came 
from a different world than the laminated 
wooden heads and 42-inch shafts the Iron 
Byron was built to wield. “As time went on, the 
launch conditions the machine could produce 
became less representative of how elite players 
were playing the game,” Spitzer explains. 

“The average clubhead speed on tour now 
is llSmph. The machines we use today use 
electrical solenoid systems and can swing the 
club up to ISOmph, though we set them at 
120mph for ball conformance testing.” 

By the mid-to-late 1990s, fewer Iron Byrons 
were being sold, despite the price holding 
pretty steady - $125,000 in the mid-90s. The 
USGA were the last body to retire their Iron 
Byron, keeping faith in the machine right up 
until 2004. 

“I think the main legacy of the Iron Byron is 
that it got people thinking scientifically about 
golf equipment, rather than just getting a 
group of people together and asking them 
what they thought,” Manning adds. “Before, 
there were so many intangibles: after this, it 
was fact and not opinion. 

“And that was always the intent.” Q 
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This guy can carry it 400 yards 

Dr Paul Wood, VP of Engineering at Ping, reveals what a new robot can do 



O his is the fifth version of Ping Man, a 

robot inspired by Iron Byron that was 
designed by Ping founder Karsten 
Solheim in the 1970s because he believed he 
could engineer something even better. We 
have two of them here in Phoenix, one to 



produce shot data and one to test durability, 
especially shafts. We use them every day - 
they are invaluable in the club design process. 
The swing is repeatable and precise enough 
that we can target any part of the clubface to 
see the affect on ball flight data. Of course. 



Ping Man can’t give us feedback on the sound 
of a club, or the look of a club, or how it feels 
off the face, so we still do an awful lot of 
player testing, probably 50-50. But there are 
lots of things a robot can do that a human 
can't... 




The results 

There are ‘eureka’ 
moments, like when 
we first tested our new 
GMax irons with the 
‘Core Eye’ in the cavity. 
We had to check him 
to make sure we’d set 
him up correctly! 



Automatic tee 

It can be set to a 
specific height, so we 
control the impact 
location. Balls are 
loaded automatically. 
Small water jets can 
even add moisture to 
the ball if required. 



It can hit any shot 

Yes, even a shank... 
a shot with 100% 
puresidespin. He 
can hit any shot with 
any club, though we 
don’t use it for putting 
- another machine 
does that. 



Faster than Bubba! 

Ping Man can swing 
at 150mph, maybe 
a bit higher. Bubba 
Watson’s swing speed 
is 125. How far can it 
hit a ball? Obviously 
you need to optimise 
lofts, launch angle, 
shaft etc... But I’ll tell 
you this; we have a 
range here in Phoenix 
and it’s 345 yards to 
the back fence. That 
fence is 20 yards high. 
Ping Man can easily 
hit it over that fence, a 
400-yard carry. 



Launch monitor 

Ping Man is hooked 
uptoTrackMan,to 
collect data from 
every shot we hit. 

We have more than 
500,000 shots on a 
database, going back 
to the early 2000s. 



Lifelike swing 

Ping Man has a wrist 
joint which hinges 
freely. The maximum 
wrist cock angle 
is beyond 90°. His 
wrist is free-rotating, 
allowing it to turn 
freely through impact. 



Feel V real 

A robot is the essence 
of scientific method. 

If we need to test 
a certain shaft at a 
certain speed and 
a certain impact 
location and launch 
angle, it will do that. 
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PRIZE DRAW 



IaITMWATERPROOF 
W till BAG BOY GEAR 



We've got three Techno Stand and two Cart bags to give away 




eVe teamed up with leading golf 

bag manufacturer BagBoy to give 
you the chance to win one of five 
waterproof golf bags, ideal for winter. 

Up for grabs are two Techno Cart and 
three Techno Stand Bags, all of which are 
guaranteed waterproof. 

Both models feature sealed seams, much 
like you get in waterproof jackets and trousers. 
So your kit stays dry inside even when the 
elements conspire against you. 

The Cart Bag (RRP £209) is 100% 



waterproof and comes with a 14-way divider 
top and nine thermo-welded waterproof 
pockets. These include two apparel pockets, 
a front ball pocket, a large cooler pocket, a 
lined valuables pocket and accessory pockets. 
There is a Velcro glove holder and an umbrella 
loop as well as a custom-fit waterproof rain 
hood. 

The Stand Bag (RRP £199) has a similar 
range of features, including five waterproof 
pockets. These comprise a full-size apparel 
pocket, a lined valuables pocket, an accessory 



pocket and an insulated drinks area. The bag 
is 100% waterproof and has a custom-fit 
waterproof rain hood. There is an umbrella 
loop and a Velcro glove holder with an 
integrated moulded grab handle. 

Howto enter 

Log onto www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/win 

click on the BagBoy option and enter your 
email address. Entries close at midnight on 
November 25. Full terms and conditions can 
be found on the website. 
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RICKIE FOWLER 



Ifeelw^ 

rve turned 

ap^e' 

Labelled over-rated by his 
peers, Rickie Fowler's 2015 
proved his doubters wrong and 
now he can't wait for next year 

WORDS JAMES HENDERSON PICTURES COBRA PUMA GOLF, GETTY 



ntil last year, it was all too easy to 

dismiss Rickie Fowler as a likeable 
lad, helping the game appeal to 
youngsters but unlikely to ever cause much of 
a stir on the Sunday afternoon of a Major. He 
was the kid in orange, trailed by dozens of 
adolescent wannabes sporting identikit flat- 
peaked luminous Puma caps. The relaxed 
Californian looked like he’d be more at home 
on the white sands of a surfer’s beach than in 
the white sands of Augusta’s bunkers. 

Last year changed all that. Finishing in the 
top five of all four Majors - including second- 
place finishes at The Open and US Open - 
showed he has what it takes to mix it with the 
big boys. 

“2014 was a big step in the right direction 
for me,’’ he told TO. “To feel as comfortable as 
I did under pressure in the Majors, it’s a good 
stepping stone going forward.’’ But still 
Fowler’s doubters were unconvinced: an 
anonymous survey of his fellow Tour pros at 
the start of this season saw him voted the 
most over-rated player, alongside European 



: Ryder Cup icon Ian Poulter. But with two wins 
: this year, including the Players Championship 
; - golf’s unofficial 'fifth Major’ and a FedEx Cup 
I playoff event - Fowler can expect to receive 
less of the vote if the survey is ever repeated. 

I “Success for this year was being in 
: contention like I was last year, but of course 
; I wanted to win,’’ he says. “Getting my first win 
of the year was the biggest thing for me. I just 
’ want to win, wherever it is. If it happens to be 
a Major, that’s a bonus.’’ 

The young Fowler was a natural athlete and 
: says he would be working in the extreme 
; sports industry if golf hadn’t been an option. 

“I’d be on a BMX bike, a mountain bike or a 
dirt bike,’’ he suggests. “Definitely something 
; on wheels.’’ 

Largely self-taught on a driving range in 
Murrieta, California, a prodigy with Fowler’s 
talent was never likely to need a Plan B. In his 
' final year of high school, Fowler won the SW 
League Final with scores of 64 and 69, before 
I leading his team to the state final. 

“I started playing when I was three an 
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loved it straight away,” he says. “I started 
playing tournannents when I was four-and-a- 
half, and this was always nny dreann.” 

Fowler has been living that dream since 
gaining his PGA Tour card for the 2010 
season, but now 26, he has a hardened 
resolve to win and show that there’s more to 
him than stylish hair and bright clothes. 

“I know that I’m known for what I wear on 
the golf course, but I want to be known as a 
great player,” he says. “I remember when 
I lost to Hunter Mahan at the Phoenix Open 
during my first year on Tour, he said that he 
wanted to be remembered as a great player, 
and great players win. I want to go out and 
win golf tournaments.” 

Despite having come so far and proven 
himself as a genuine competitor, Fowler 
knows he still has work to do. 

“The three guys that everyone talks about - 
Jason, Rory and Jordan - they’ve clearly 
played the best out of anyone for the last 
couple of years. I’m looking to add my name 
to the mix. We all have a long career ahead of 
us, with most of us being in our mid 20s. 

“There are a lot of good young players right 
now and there’s a strong potential of having a 
good group of guys rather than just be one or 
two guys as a rivalry. I’m not sure if two guys 
will stand out; it may be a bigger group.” 

With such strength in depth at the top of 
the game now, Fowler knows he can’t afford to 
rest on his laurels. 

“I definitely need to put in a bit of work with 
my game,” he says. “I just need to tighten a 
few things up with my driving and get my 
putter going again. There’s always something 



'I know that I'm known for what I wear on 
the golf course, but I want to be known as 
a great player. I want to win tournaments' 



to improve on. I’d like to start rolling some 
more putts in and start finding more 
consistency with the driver - but that’s golf.” 
On hand to help is Butch Harmon, the man 
who helped Tiger Woods to eight Majors and 
whose list of clients, current and past, reads 
like a Who’s Who of golfing greats. Ernie Els, 
Stewart Oink, Greg Norman, Davis Love III, 
Fred Couples, Justin Rose, Adam Scott, Dustin 
Johnson, Jimmy Walker and Brandt Snedeker 
have all benefited from Harmon’s wisdom. 



and the changes to Fowler’s swing have been 
significant and impactful. 

“The first time I worked with him was on 
the range after I missed the cut at the 2013 
Open,” recalls Fowler. “We’ve been working on 
cleaning up the takeaway, getting myself 
started in the right position, and trying to 




RICKIE FOWLER 






RICKIE’S TOP TIPS 



Know when to attack off the tee 



than a scheduling inconvenience, Fowler is 
chomping at the bit to play in Rio. 

“It would be awesome,” he says of the 
possibility of competing next summer. “It 
would be an honour to be a 
part of that USA team. There's 
so much to be decided in terms 
of which Americans will qualify, 
but it's something that I'll always 
shoot for.” 

No matter the prize, the eyes of the 
ambitious, confident and resolute Rickie 
Fowler are now trained on it. 



fr 



Aligning yourself exactly where 
your eyes are looking is next to 
impossible to do naturally. Laying 
down alignment rods on the range 
helps, but it can then be tough on the 
course. I set the clubhead behind the 
ball with just my right hand, with the 
face aiming at the target. Then I pick 
a spot three or four feet ahead of the 
ball. I keep my eyes and the clubface 
locked on that spot as I adopt my 
stance. Now I don't even have to look 
up to know I'm aiming correctly. 



Be disciplined I 



. ou just have to be smart about 
things. You can't always push it. 
Sometimes a risk is worth taking, 
but sometimes you can play two 
easier shots which will help you 
just as much. It's about learning 
and managing your own game. 



Determined 

Fowler's 
desire is clear. 



Pick a number 



For the first few years on Tour, 

I tried to be super-professional by 
considering the yardage to every 
hazard. Overtime I realised I play 
better when I keep it simple. Decide 
what distance you want the ball to fly 
and focus only on that number. 



I try to be smart when there's a laying 
up' opportunity from the tee. If there's 
not much of an area to put it in with 
the driver then I trust my irons off 
the tee, especially if it is a front pin 
that day. You've got to just get a good 
number. It's so much easier hitting the 
fairway than trying to squeeze it up 
there as far as you can. 



shorten up the backswing. My tendency is to 
get a little long and the club then gets stuck 
behind me. I've enjoyed the ball-striking Butch 
has helped me with and I really trust my irons 
at the moment. It's been nice he's been able 
to see my tendencies over the last two years.” 
Fowler is in form, having worked his way to 
a career-high world ranking of fifth, but wants 
to push even further next year. 

“I'm happy with the wins I've had on the 
PGA Tour, but moving forward, my goal is to 
have multiple wins in the next four years. This 
last year was like turning the page, and now 
I'm looking to do bigger and better things.” 

A maiden Major would certainly tick that 
box, and Fowler sees The Open as perhaps 
his best opportunity. He loves the challenge, 
and bagged the this year's Scottish Open on 
the fabled links of Gullane. 

“I love all the Majors, but my favourite style 
of golf is links: I love the challenge that comes 
with it. Whether it's good or bad weather - 
you never know what you're going to get 
playing links golf in Britain.” 

While some players have dismissed the 
forthcoming Olympics, which sees golf return 
for the first time since 1904, as little more 
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Tom Murray is following his 
European Tour... but a lot 



ollowing in your father’s 

p footsteps can put extra 

pressure on your career. Your 
surname carries extra weight You’re 
likely to be compared to him. The 
mistakes you make will be ones he’s 
made before. He’ll never be short of 
advice, which you won’t always want 
to hear. Your achievements will be 
benchmarked against his. There will 
be no end of ‘it wasn’t like that in my 
day’ tales over Sunday dinner. 

Spare a thought, then, for Tom 
Murray, enjoying his first year on the 
European Tour, 36 years after his 
father, Andrew, made his European 
Tour debut. Now a regular fixture on 
the Senior Tour, and a prolific 
commentator on TV and radio, 
Andrew was a consistent force on the 
European Tour for 16 years, racking 
up a dozen top-10 finishes. There’s 
also the small matter of his victory at 
the 1989 European Open, where he 
held off Sam Torrance and Ian 
Woosnam to take home what was one 




words"R 




father Andrew on the 
has changed in 36 years 



of the Tour’s biggest events. 

In fairness to Tonn, any additional 
pressure doesn’t seem to have done 
him much harm. Having spent two 
years on the Challenge Tour, he went 
through all four rounds of Qualifying 
School to secure a European Tour card 
for 2015. He has since notched two 
top-lOs on his debut season, and has 
time on his side as he looks to 
emulate - and beat - his father’s 
European Tour success. Tom also has 
a win under his belt. Two weeks after 
we spoke to him, he shot four rounds 
in the 60s for a 16-under total that saw 
him win the Volopa Irish Challenge 
after birdieing the second play-off hole. 

We sat down with the two of them 
at Stockport Golf Club, during a rare 
break from their busy schedules, to 
discuss how much being a 
professional golfer on Tour has 
changed from when Andrew made his 
debut to the game Tom finds himself 
in the thick of today. 

Spoiler: it’s a lot. P 




The pathway 
tobeii^apro 




1981 

European Tour 
visits 12 countries 




2015 

European Tour 
visits 26 countries 



Tom I did my PGA qualifications 
before trying to qualify for the Tour. 

I did a three-year degree course, at 
the same time as playing in regional 
events. You have to spend 30 hours 
a week in a golf shop, combined with 
distance learning to make sure you 
pass the exams. You learn business 
management and all that sort of 
stuff. It’s not useful from a playing 
perspective, but it’s something to 
fall back on. 

Andrew To pass your PGA exams in 
those days you only needed to be 
able to write your name. It really was 
that easy. I was an assistant pro in 
Bramall, near Stockport. I went to 
Tour School two or three times at 
Foxhills. It was a four-round 
tournament, and 50 or 60 people 
came out with Tour cards. It was 
nothing like the process it is now. 

Tom I played 14 rounds at Tour 
School to get my card, finishing up at 
Catalunya. That final round I had at 
Tour School in Catalunya to get my 
card, I can’t imagine playing in any 
more pressure than that. If you’re 
playing to win a tournament, it’s a 
different pressure, but it’s nowhere 
near as much as that - it can’t be. 

Andrew It’s much tougher to get your 
card now, no question. But if you get 
your card now, you’re guaranteed 
starts for the whole year. When I got 
my card, all that got you was the 
option to go and try to qualify for 
each event. If you weren’t in the top- 
60 on the Order of Merit, there was 
Monday pre-qualifying each week. 

I went to Portugal for the Portuguese 
Open, played in the qualifying and 
made it into the event, but then 
missed the cut and had to hang 
around for the Spanish Open the 
following week. I then missed out 
in qualifying for that. 



Andrew There were no cheap flights out 
of Manchester back then. I had to go to 
Heathrow every time I needed to fly 
somewhere. I drove to my first six events. 
Down to the Algarve, into Spain, then Italy, 
and back again. I didn’t have sponsors 
covering my expenses: I had to pay for it 
all off my own back, so you did whatever 
was cheapest. 

Tom I’d imagine it’s easier to get sponsors 
now, because there’s more exposure of 
golf and more commercial interest in the 
game. With social media and the amount 
of coverage golf gets these days, it’s easier 
for a company to benefit from 
being involved in golf. 



; A changing Tour 

i The European Tour has gone from a strictly 
; European affair to a global tour now taking in 
five continents. There were no trips to South 
; Africa, Qatar, Malaysia, Dubai, India, China or 
Hong Kong when Andrew Murray was first 
; making his name out there. 

; every event - Ian Woosnam, Joe Higgins, 
David Russell and Tony Charnley. 

i Tom I’m lucky. I’m managed by ISM - 
Chubby Chandler’s company - and they 
' deal with all the planning and logistics. 

j Andrew It was impossible to stay in touch 
: back then. It was coins in the local 
I phonebox. It was lonely, but you tended to 
: travel with your mates. We’d all fly out 
; from the same airport. Very rarely do they 
; do that now. Peter Barber was my 
; roommate when I stayed in hotels. There 
: was no such thing as Team Murray in 
: those days. I organised 



everything for myself. 



Andrew I toured in a 
caravan for two 
years, and I ^ ^ 
wasn’t the ^ 
only one. There were a few 
people parked next to me at 






Tom The worst thing about 
, being on Tour is being away 
from home so much. It’s 
easy to stay in touch now, 
but it still gets hard and you 
want a break from it. 
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The equipment 

Andrew The irons were nnore difficult to hit 
back then. I’ve got a couple of Srixon long 
irons and they’re unbelievable. You can get 
thenn as high as I used to hit an 8-iron. 
Hybrids have nnade a nnassive difference. 
The ball has completely changed the game; 
it spins less and goes further. And drivers 
have made a massive difference - they’ve 
made everyone a bit more equal. With the 
persimmon drivers that I started with, you 
really did have to be a good hitter and a 
good striker of the ball. Some of the stuff 
I’ve got in the garage that I used to play 
with, I couldn’t get it off the ground now. 



I’ve grown up with easy-to-hit equipment. 

I couldn’t get persimmon in the air. Looking 
down on it, it looks tiny and with no loft. 

I don’t know how you can hit it. 

Andrew We were good in those days! 

Tom I’d just slice it. 

Andrew That’s exactly what I did! I used to 
hit my driver about 220 yards back then. 
The ball and the driver combination makes 
a massive difference. It’s not as if we were 
using featheries and hickory shafts, but the 
equipment has changed a lot. I love seeing 
players now bomb it onto a green 325 yards 
away. It’s a treat to watch them play. 



Above TaylorMade's new Ml driver is a world 
away from the first metal wood, released in 1978. 




Tom I’d never thought about that, actually - 
how did you get yardages over water? 



Andrew One guy - Ian Wright - caddied for 
Seve, and he was the first to have a string. 
He used to have his mate stay on one side 
of the lake, while he walked around the lake 
so they could measure the distance. That 
was the only way of doing it. And that’s not 
that long ago. I’m talking mid-1980s. Seve 
had won the Masters and that was how he 
was getting yardages over water! 



Tom My brother and I actually took out the 
old TaylorMade metal woods - I think they 
were the first metal woods - and they were 
so hard to hit compared to my driver and 
3-wood. I don’t think I’d be able to hit the 
persimmon ones properly, I honestly don’t. 



Tom I hit my driver 280-285 yards, on 
average. I have two hybrids and two long 



irons, and I’ll put a combination of those in, 
depending on what course we’re playing that 
week and the conditions. 



Andrew The guys have got so much more 
tour support, too. They can have changes 
made immediately. The Mizuno truck was 
the only truck on tour when I was around. 
The Mizuno guys would help you out, no 
j matter what brand of clubs you were using. 

[ Now Tom’s got access to instant shaft 
I changes or a new driver being made for him 
as soon as he needs it. The guys on Srixon 
and Cleveland truck will grind bounce off a 
wedge or add more bounce as soon as he 
needs it. They change wedges regularly 
so the grooves are always brand new. 
There were no lasers in my day. 

I had a yardage wheel I used to pace 
the course. We used to go round in 
a practice round - there were no 
markers on the fairways - so we 
used to wheel the course. What is it 
to that bunker? Wheel it off the tee. 
But it didn’t account for the humps 
and hollows. The yardage wheel on 
an undulating fairway would say 
210 yards, but it might actually have 
been playing 190. Now they’ve got 
lasers with slopes that check whether 
it’s 10 per cent downhill, so they can say 
it’s going to play 198 or 188. There’s 
nothing left to chance now. They laser over 
lakes. We didn’t have that luxury in our day. 
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Going lower 

Today's stars shoot 
numbers we've never 
seen before, like Day's 
record -20 at the PGA. 



The superstars 

Andrew Sandy Lyle was streets ahead and 
untouchable. Faldo was on top; he was so 
aloof. Lyle, Woosnam, Langer, Tommy 
Houghton was finishing and I was on the 
same Dunlop team as him. Canizares. They 
were all fantastic players. Every week they 
seemed to be in the frame. Des Smyth is a 
good friend of mine. He was one of the lads, 
struggling along, and then all of a sudden he 
got an alignment tip and started winning. 

Tom Sergio Garcia was always my hero. 

I always remember when he went up against 
Tiger in 1999 and hit that blind shot from 
behind the tree. I was nine at the time. 
Obviously Tiger was a big inspiration as well. 
He was a different level to anyone else. I look 
up to Rory now, but it’s a bit different when 
you’re actually playing. You’re playing 
against them, so you don’t necessarily want 
to look at them as heroes. 

Andrew Is there anyone you stop to watch 
on the range? When Langer came on the 
practice ground, or Woosnam, quite a few of 
us lesser lights would stop what we were 
doing and go to watch them practise. 



The standard 

Andrew It’s much tougher to get on Tour 
now, no question. The standard is absolutely 
enormous. To stay on Tour when I was 
playing was tricky, but it’s even tougher now. 

I think it wasn’t until 86 or 87 when I had 
a top-10. 1 was the epitome of a journeyman 
pro. I was 80th or 90th each year. If you look 
in the record books, Woosnam and I were 
pretty much neck and neck on the Order of 
Merit. Then suddenly he went to third and 
I stayed at 91! I finished 50th or something 
one year, and then I won, from nowhere, 
from 71st on the Order of Merit. It was 
massive to win one of the biggest 
tournaments of the year. It was up there 
alongside the PGA. It changed my life - it 
changed Tom’s as well, to a degree. 

Tom I see it as a sign that even if it takes a 
few years, it doesn’t mean you’re not going 
to win an event. You hear other stories - 
there’s a guy in America this year that 
missed 10 cuts before he won. It’s crazy how 
quickly it can change. 

Andrew I think the biggest difference is that 
you get stories like that. You get people who 
have just got their card - like Tom, or like 
Matt Fitzpatrick - suddenly appear at the 
top. Anybody that gets a card these days, 
anybody that tees it up, can win. It definitely 
wasn’t the case in my time. If you look at the 
record books, there were very few 




unexpected winners. The winners always 
came from the top-30 in the Order of Merit. 
Olazabal. Canizares. Gallagher. Langer. 

There were no ‘out of the woodwork’ winners 
- they were very rare. I was one of a few, but 
I was still an established Tour player. It's not 
as if I’d just got my card that year. The 
strength in depth is just so high now. If he 
gets on a run, he can win. No question about 
it. If you get a run of form - it might be a 
swing thought, a change of putter, a change 
of grip - anything can happen that just 
turns it round to hit a bit of form that week. 



Tom I can’t see myself as the same as the 
top-10 in the Order of Merit or the world. 
Those guys are on a little bit 
of a different level. But 
from 50th or 60th 
down, even all the way 
through Challenge Tour - 
the standard is so similar. 

The depth is amazing, 
really. Everyone can play. 

But the top 10 in the world 
are on a different level - 
your Mcliroy or your Jason 
Day or whoever. Playing in 
those big events and doing 
well breeds confidence, 
which helps them play 
even better. The guys 
from 50th down are 
always scrapping for 
their card. 



Tom There’s no one I’d stop to watch on the 
range. Martin Kaymer is impressive on the 
range, but I still wouldn’t interrupt my 
practice to watch him. 
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Practice 
and training 

Andrew There was a fitness trailer that 
had just started when I was on Tour. 

I didn’t used to gym it all the time, but 
I was reasonably fit. It’s a different 
league now. The type of training they 
do now is phenomenal. The explosive 
speed training Tom does is poles apart 
from what we did back then. 

Tom I don’t think there was anyone in 
the gym when my dad was playing. And 
now if you’re not in the gym, you’re the 
odd one out. It’s a totally different type 
of training now. It’s much more golf- 
specific. It’s more weights. People used 
to think it would make them stiff, but if 
you look at Mcliroy and the weights he 
throws about in the gym, it’s heavy stuff. 
We do lots of small, golf-specific 
movements, getting your body to work 
in the right way rather than just being 
muscly. 

Andrew I think Faldo started it. He 
raised the bar by a mile. 

Tom Tiger must have changed things. 

Andrew He raised the bar by another 
mile, and everyone else jumped on it 
after that. Look at all the guys now - 
Kaymer, Westwood, Mcliroy, Clarke, 



; Jason Day - all the top players are fit 
i as anything. That’s the big thing - 
^ everyone talks about equipment 
I changes and people hitting it further 
I because of the ball - but the fitness of 
i 95 per cent of the players is hugely 
I different to when I played. I couldn’t 
I play to that standard with my physique 
[ and strength. You need big levers and 
I explosive strength. Then you hit the ball 
I a relatively long way easily, rather than 
J flashing at it and relying on timing, 
i I was more interested in hitting balls 
\ than working on my body, which was a 
I big downfall. Looking back, I did myself 
I more damage hitting balls, rather than 
I working specifically on technique and 
I strength. That was the trend back then. 

I Gary Player and my dad used to say: 

= “You should keep practising’’. That’s 
I wrong. You don’t have to keep 
I practising: you don’t have to keep 
I hitting balls for the sake of hitting balls. 

; Tom You still see 50 per cent of the 
; guys practising when they don't really 
I need to be. People do it 
j because everyone else does it. 
j You kind of feel guilty if you’re 
I not practising as much as other 
I people. I used to hit balls far 
i too often. Since then. I’ve made 
i an effort to not hit as many 
i balls. I don’t want to stand 
I there hitting balls for the sake 
i of it. 
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money 



My first full year on Tour, I made 
that was enough to keep my card. 



your card now it’s about 



That’s more than I made in my best 
- the year I won. There’s more 
on making three pars down the last 
to make the cut than there is 
to making three pars to win. If you’re 
top, missing a putt can cost you 
id, but you’ve still made £150,000 or 
When you’ve missed 10 cuts in a 
you’ve got a putt to make the 
’s way more pressure on you. You’re 
r best to make a living. I made a 
ly okay living out of playing golf all 
world. We were just about able to 
wolf from the door, and that was 
Now you can set yourself up for life 
a decent time on Tour. 



goal at the start of the season was to 
card. I don’t set goals for five years 
ing. It’s so fickle. You could lose your 
could go into the top-50 in the 
knows? I don’t look at where I am 
of Merit. You still have to go and 
aximum effort the following week, 
you’re 100th or 200th in the world. 



It was April-October and then we 
in the winter. Now it’s a year- 
shedule. It costs €100,000 a year to 
r, at least. Possibly more. It’s a big 
for a young lad. 



Fit first 

Rory is a self- 
confessed 
gym junkie. 



“We went to the 
cemetery and 
the first grave 
was one of 
our soldiers. 

It broke me up.” 

EfTiiePfiof 

Resident of The Roy al Star & Garter Homes 




Monte Cassi rx> was one of the SeccuxI 
World War s tOi%hesi and blood test balttes 
in Western Europe. Wbenex-irooper Ernie 
Prior relun>ed Lfwe to visit the Allied 
cenrretcry; the first grave he carnc across was 
a soldier from his regimenl The meiTior>es 
are still vivkd in his mind all these years later. 

Today, Ernie nc?cds specialist nursing and 
therapeutic care so that he can remain 
independent and enjoy life However, as a 
char ity The Royal Star & Garter i tomes 
can only continue tocare for Ernie with 
your help 



At this time of Remembrance show 
your siippoft for Ernie and others 
like him by making a donation to 
The Roya l Star & Garter Homes. 



Call 020 8481 7676 (Quoting rm 15 ) 
Text support to 70004 to donate £3 



Visit www.starandgarterorg/ernie 



Registered Charity No. 510119 
The Royal Star & Garter Hemes 
15 Castle Mews. Hampton, Mlddiasax, TW12 2NP 

COST £3 insiwort! Tfte Royai Star & Ganef fitemes /Boefwts iOQ% of your donatton. 

Obtalfi bit! pByor'sp&misikxi. Cu^omgn:Afo 020 7CT, Cftarty jVo 2W!i9 





The Royal Star 
& Garter Homes 

Coring tnr thr noikTtKiTiilicuA'^VTi^ IflUi 
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GOLF & SPORTS FAMILY RESORT ON FUERTEVENTURA 




# Scottish designed i8 hole *^links style” golf course 

• Sea views on every hole 

♦ PGA golf academy + driving range -i-short area 

• Handicap courses available for beginners 

• Clubhouse + pro shop ' " . 

♦ Hire sets f hughes available - 



Pla>'itas Resort | Tuineje | Fuerteventura | Canaiy Islands | Spain | 4-34 928 860 400 | info@playlt3s.net | www.pla>atas.net K 3 tj $ V 
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STEVE ASTLE 

MORLEY HAYES, DERBY 



Advanced PGA 
Professional 
and Head of 
Coaching at 
East Midlands 
Golf Academy. 






Rules to 



bunkers 



Success from sand requires a simple technique 



hen I give a bunker lesson, I will often ask the golfer what they 

W are trying to achieve with their greenside technique. It is very 
rare that I get a logical and coherent answer! Many club players 
are poor from sand because they have a muddled concept of what 
needs to be done. In fact, they have a decent excuse. Bunker advice has 
changed over the years, confusing and overcomplicating a technique 
that needs to be kept simple. Ultimately, you only need to obey four 
simple rules to hit a great bunker shot. Use them as a framework for 
your bunker technique and practice: and if your sand play deteriorates, 
come back to them and work through the list. It’ll put you back on track^J 








E^ule #1 ■ 



Stand square 

When you practise, draw two lines in the sand. The outer one should 
aim straight at your target; the inner one should be parallel to it. Use 
the outer one to aim the club, its blade square-to-slightly-open; use 
the inner one to aim feet, hips and shoulders. Over the years many 
golfers have been encouraged to stand open and cut across the ball 
in sand. The theory was that it encouraged the bounce on the sole 
to work; in fact it leads to inconsistency of swing path, strike point 
and attack angle. Instead, keep it simple: keep it square but accept 
the ball may go a little right of target. 






BUNKER ESSENTIALS 





Focus on the centre of your 
stance - where you want 
club to enter sand. Hover 
the club over this point and 
in practice draw a line to 
help you ‘see’ centre. 



The drill Practise taking a sand divot that starts on or 
very slightly after your rear line, and carries on through 
the front one. This will help you find the right contact 
point in the sand, promoting consistent distance control. 



Split your weight 50-50 
with a wide stance (insteps 
under outside of shoulders, 
ball under left armpit). 
Work feet into the sand to 
get a feel for depth. 



Rule #2 
Ball forward 



Unless you’re counting air shots, the 
bunker shot is the only one in golf 
where you don’t strike the ball. The 
ideal strike sees the clubhead enter 
the sand some two inches behind 
the ball on a shallow, descending 
arc, carrying through into the sand 
under the ball... which rises on the 
bed of sand the club removes. Your 
set-up can help or hinder that. 

Here’s how to guarantee the former. 





I Build in consistent 



The swing’s low point falls 
under the left armpit. Keep 
weio^ht and chest centred 






stay centred as you swing 



Avoid forward shaft lean if your weight gets too 
forward your hands will tend to lead the clubhead into the 
ball. The sharp leading edge digs, causing heavy contact. 



We discovered in Rule 2 that as you stand to the ball, you should feel even 
pressure down through both feet. During the swing, your weight should never 
shift from this centred feeling. It allows you to achieve two sand desirables: 

■ Contact with the correct point in the sand behind the ball 

■ The ideal angle of attack 

Here’s a simple way to build the feeling - and two pitfalls to avoid. 



Put your gloved hand on 
your chest. Swing the club 
back, feeling the gloved 
hand is simply rotating 
around a fixed point. Keep 
that ‘pivot’ feel to impact. 







The steeper the attack 
angle, the more the club 
digs into the sand. With a 
shallower attack it skims 
the surface better and so 
controls the sand taken. 



Sand wedges aid shallow 
impact as the sole’s back 
edge is lower than the front 
- so the head skims rather 
than digs. But it only works 
with a shallow attack angle. 



To groove a shallow attack, 
simply practise making 
your divot longer. Aim for it 
to start around the middle 
of your stance and finish 
past your lead toe. 



You’ll soon get a feel for how 
the sand divot gets longer as 
the attack angle shallows. 
Practise taking this sand 
sliver consistently; then do 
the same with a ball. 



BUNKER 



ESSENTIALS 
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Rule#4 
Takealohjg 
and shallow 
sand divot 



One of the hallmarks of good bunker . ^ . 

technique is that the swing has a wide . 
base which takes a long, shallow divot. ^ 
This is because a wide base helps you 
control how much sand is trapped " . ’ . 

between clubface and ball. And as 
this totally dictates how far the ball 
goes, it’s vital we harness it. A shallow 
attack angle is crucial to the process. 

Here’s why - and how to achieve it. 
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The buggy was 
about to flip over 
but Neil Ruddock 
fell out of it and 
it bounced back 
upright off his 
shoulder!' 








MY LIFE IN GOLF 

Matt 

LeTissier 

The ex-footballer was a one-club man, playing 
540 times for Southampton. Now 14 clubs play 
a huge part in this single-figure golfer's life... 

WORDS KEVIN BROWN PICTURE JAMES CHEADLE 



the third round at the Old Course. 
The first two rounds were horrendous 
and I didn’t help my partner very 
much — but after shooting +2 at St 
Andrews I nearly beat him. It was a 
phenomenal experience. I caddied for 
‘Blandy’ on Tour a few times in exotic 
places like Singapore, Perth... and the 
Scottish Open at Loch Lomond. He 
did quite well at Loch Lomond, but 
missed the cut in the others so didn’t 
ask again! 

I’ve played some amazing courses 

and the No.l for me is Sawgrass, 
closely followed by Loch Lomond. 
Mind you, I once had a nightmare 
time on the fast greens at Sawgrass 
while playing in a Pro-Am. I had the 
yips and missed no end of tap-ins, not 
even hitting the hole! I went to the 
claw grip and have putted a lot better 
since. I saw Sergio Garcia use it and 
decided to follow suit. The first time I 
did it, it felt really natural. 



© atthew Le Tissier was an 
attacking midfielder whose 
speciality was scoring 
breathtaking goals. Long after he has 
hung up his boots, it seems incredible 
he only won eight England caps. 

Now starring on Sky Sports’ Soccer 
Saturday programme and playing off 
a tasty four-handicap, he would be 
worth an astronomical sum of money 
in today’s market. But Te Tiss’ 
wouldn’t change a thing: “I had a 
brilliant time and though staying 
with one club was a bit different. I’ve 
no regrets,” he says. “I played because 
I loved football and didn’t set out to 
make as much money as I could. 

I enjoyed it, was good at it and wanted 
to play it the way I wanted.” 

I’ve had memorable experiences on 

golf courses all over the world since 
playing my first proper game aged 17 
with a few Southampton apprentices 
at Southampton’s nine-hole municipal. 
I played sporadically for a few years 
until my late 20s when, with a bit 
more spare time on my hands, 

I decided to take it up properly. 



LeTiss'CV 

• Played 540 
games (443 in 
the top flight) for 
Southampton. He 
scored 209 goals 
for them (162 in the 
Premier League). 

• He converted 48 
from 49 penalties. 

• He netted 30 
Premier League 
goals in the 
1993-94 season. 

• Received eight 
caps for England, 
but failed to score. 

• His incredible 
strike against 
Blackburn Rovers 
in December 1994 
won him theGoal- 
of-the-Season 
award. 

Things you didn't 
knowabouthim... 

• He signed for 
Tottenham in 1991, 
but tore up the 
contract, choosing 
to stay with Saints. 



My handicap has steadily come 
down. By the time I finished playing 
football I was down to about eight. 
Shortly after retiring it hovered 
around five or six before I got down to 
a career-low four, three years ago. I’ve 
been around that level ever since. 

I do play a lot. The great thing is 



• His only failure 
from the spot-kick 
I came against 
: Nottingham Forest 
; in 1993 with Mark 
I Crossley saving it. 

I •His testimonial 
^ ended in a score of 
: Southampton 9, 
England XI 9. 



I never get bored playing golf — though 
I don’t practise much. I don’t take it so 
seriously that I want to spend hours 
on the range. I just want to play with 
my mates. I love the challenge golf 
poses: it’s a very mental game and 
confidence is massive. Every day, every 
round and every challenge is different. 
I like the challenge of the course itself, 
but I also enjoy the challenge of 
beating my mates, the competition. 
There’s still a will to win in there. 

I’ve had five holes-in-one, two at 

Stoneham — where I’m a long-time 
member - two at South Winchester 
and one at Camberley Heath. I’ve had 
an albatross on the par-5 15th at 
Remedy Oak — I’m a member there 
too — which was pretty special, so 
Em on the albatross board in the 
clubhouse. Two of the aces were on 
charity days so they cost me a few 
hundred quid in the clubhouse! My 
first hole-in-one was the 2nd at 
Stoneham. I birdied the par-5 1st so 
I went four, one, but it didn’t last — it 
threw it down soon afterwards and we 
walked in after seven. By then I was 
five over! I’ve had a couple of 68s at 
Stoneham (-4), but my best effort was 
going round Loch Lomond one under. 
I was really proud of myself that day. 

My fondest golf memory is playing 
in the 2007 Dunhill Links at St 
Andrews. I played with my good mate 
Richard Bland, but my nerves were so 
bad I didn’t really calm down until 



My strengths vary, but generally my 

strongest point is off the tee. But in 
Eebruary I broke my collarbone playing 
five-a-side and although it ruled me 
out for 10 weeks, I could do some 
chipping after a fortnight. Eor the first 
time ever I focused on my short game 
and I’m benefiting now because it’s 
never been a strength before. 

Another highlight was winning the 
L’Ancresse Open in my homeland 
of Guernsey about 10 years back. 

It remains my only Open victory — 
despite being played on a linksy 
course which normally don’t suit me 
as I sometimes struggle a bit in the 
wind. But that doesn’t stop me 
playing in the Cornish Eestival Pro- 
Am, a brilliant event — we have the 
same team every year, stay in 
Newquay and it’s real good fun. 

The funniest thing I’ve ever seen on 
a course? Sharing a buggy with Neil 
Ruddock (ex-West Ham & Liverpool) 
in Portugal. I lost control going down 
a slope and it was about to flip over. 
Neil fell out, but the buggy bounced 
back upright off his shoulder! 

There’s Open qualifying at Remedy 

Oak next year and I’m thinking of 
having a crack just for the experience 
— though you never know... anyone 
can have a good round can’t they? 

• Watch Matt Le Tissier on Sky Sports’ 
Gillette Soccer Saturday every Saturday of 
the Premier League season. 
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Golfer 



2016 CALENDAR 



Full of stunning Algarve course pictures! 

On sale November 26 






New 



LATEST KIT REVEALED 
REVIEWED & RATED 



Take your pick 



Sight lines 



Face time 

All four models feature 
Odyssey's Works Versa's 
Fusion RX insert. 



Adjustable 
weights for both 
the head and grip 
mean a player can 
determine their 
preferred weight 
and balance. 



There are four models 
-a2BallFang(left), 
#1 (top), #7 (below) 
and V-Line (bottom). 



All four Tank Cruiser 
putters feature 
Odyssey's popular Versa 
two-tone alignment. 



Find your feel 

Four new Tank Cruiser putters make fine-tuning easier 



O dyssey has given us many great 

putters in the past, but the new 
Tank Cruiser family is the first to 
combine many of the company’s previous 
technology in a single model. 

That means each one has a Tour-proven 
head design; the Fusion RX insert; Major- 
winning Versa alignment; and adjustable 
head and grip weighting. 

Adjustability is rife in golf, and Odyssey 



says it’s just as important in your putter as 
it is in your driver. It’s all about getting the 
right feel, and there’s tons here to play 
with. Heavier or lighter head weights, more 
toe or heel weighting and increasing or 
reducing counterbalancing lets you dial in 
a set-up that suits your stroke. 

The face insert combines the legendary 
White Hot insert with a Metal X stainless 
steel mesh to reduce skid, improve roll and 



enhance feel, while contrasting silver and 
black Versa cosmetics aid alignment and 
help focus attention on the face angle 
throughout the stroke. 

Fat Superstroke grips come as standard 
on each of four models - #1, #7, 2Ball 
Fang and the V-Line - which are Odyssey’s 
most prolific tour winners. 



• Details: RRP £219. www.odysseygolf.com 






CALLAWAY 



Two routes to distance 



New Apex iron is all about boosting it - Apex Pro is about controlling it 



© ome golfers just want to hit their 

irons further. More accomplished 
players want to control that 
distance. Callaway thinks it’s got the ideal 
solution for both types of golfer with its 
new Apex irons. Though both are forged, 
the two models come at performance in 
different ways. One has a face cup 
designed to increase ball speeds: the other 
uses tungsten sole weights and specific 
CG locations to aid control. 



Dr Alan Hocknell, Callaway’s head of 
R&D, told us: “Cup face technology has 
resonated with a lot of golfers because it 
delivers visible ball speed gains, so it 
seemed logical to make it a feature of the 
new Apex range. We pushed our engineers 
further than ever and developed new 
manufacturing processes to ensure the 
new Apex CF16 irons deliver all the feel of 
a forging, infused with the tech benefits 
that deliver power to hit the ball further.’’ 



APEXCF16 

The CF16 goes a long way towards proving 
that forged irons aren’t just for better 
players. This is a distance iron that takes 
advantage of Callaway’s 360 Cup Face 
technology - but they also feel great 
because they’re forged. 

The springy, unsupported faces flex 
at impact just like a driver, offering 
consistently fast ball speeds when shots 
are hit off-centre. Callaway says their 



Feel and control 

The new Apex Pro is 
an updated one-piece 
forged blade, 
designed to provide 
the utmost feel to the 
best shot makers. 



Power and distance 

Callaway's proven 
360° Cup Face 
technology is allied to 
a forged 1025 carbon 
steel frame in the 
Apex irons. 
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R&D department faced significant 
challenges incorporating the cup face 
technology into a forged iron for the first 
time. But after a four-stage forging 
process and some precision milling to 
boot, these 1025 carbon steel irons look 
the business. Expect progressive offset, 
sole widths and CG heights m 

throughout the set to help you I 

launch it higher in the long irons Jl 

while adding control in the scoring H 
clubs. ^ 

APEX PRO 16 

There’s a reason why this version has 
the word Pro in its name - it’s been 
designed with direct input from 
Callaway’s tour staff and as such is 
aimed firmly at the game’s more 
accomplished players. 

Where the Apex CF16 boasts of 
credentials to help you hit it longer with 
more feel, the Pro model is all about 
control. Yes, it’s still made out of soft 
1025 carbon steel, but there’s no 360 cup 
face as Callaway know the players who’ll 
be using them are not really after extra 
forgiveness. Instead, they want a classic 
look, ultimate feel and details like the 
flow weighting, which uses weight ports 
and dense tungsten weights to provide a 
precise centre-of-gravity position for each 
individual iron. 

Expect narrow soles, thin top edges, a 
compact head and a smidgen of offset in 
the longer irons. They may be cavity 
backs, but these are serious irons for the 
best ball strikers and those wanting to 
work the ball around the course. 

• Details: RRP £849 (s), £1099 (g): Pro 
£849 (s). www.callawaygolf.com 



360® Cup Face This design, where the iron's face 
plate wraps around the sole and topline, is used 
in the CF16 mid and long irons to help a wider part 
of the face to produce more spring-like effect. 




Finely-tuned Tungsten weights in the soles 
of the Pro's 3 to 5-irons lower the CG, while the 
shorter irons employ a higher CG location to 
provide consistent trajectory and spin. 





Face off Both feature elements of forged 102S 
carbon steel in the design. The Apex isa multh 
piece construction, while the Apex Pro is a 
classic, one-piece forged blade. 



Apex hybrids 
will help you 
mind the gap 

It’s not every day better player irons 
are launched with a matching range 
of hybrids. But Callaway’s philosophy 
is to align its hybrids to its irons, 
rather than its fairway woods and 
drivers. For us that makes perfect 
sense as golfers buy irons based on 
the longest club they confidently hit 
- and then need hybrids to fill the 
gaps between these and their 
highest-lofted fairway wood. 

Just like the irons, the face of the 
hybrid is forged (this time from 
springy carpenter 455 steel) and 
fused with the company’s internal 
standing wave technology designed 
to keep ball speeds high across the 
face. The head is a little longer than 
normal so it’s more like an iron 
blade length. Each loft also has a 
neutral shot bias so the transition to 
the matching irons is seamless. 

Expect excellent versatility as the 
hybrid has been designed for hitting 
par 6s in two and for approaches on 
long par 4s and 3s. The CG is lower 
to help generate spin which means 
higher ball flights and more stopping 
power once shots hit the green - 
both ideal for approaches. 

• Details; RRP £189, Availability 18 
degree, 20 degree, 23 degree, 26 
degree. Stock graphite shaft: 
Mitsubishi Kuro Kage SO. 




This hybrid is aimed 
at golfers who are 
not necessarily 
looking to max out 
distance, but know 
their yardages 
and want to hit an 
accurate approach. 
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YONEX 

Energy boost 

XPG range is said to harness more speed from your swing 




© itting the ball further is all about 

kinetic energy. So to harness more 
of it, the clubhead in the new 
Yonex XPG driver is heavier, so there’s 
more mass at impact. That head is 
attached to a lighter shaft, a combo which 
is said to increase your club speed. 

But the new technology doesn’t end 
there. Yonex’s engineers have also 
analysed every performance aspect of 
each club in the range to wring out extra 
power and forgiveness. 



Carbon crowns might be seen as trendy 
right now, but Yonex have been using them 
since the 1980s. The XPG’s crown frees up 
enough weight to locate an 8g tungsten 
weight in the sole of the driver and another 
weight inside the head. This, along with 
some clever wider-but-higher head 
geometry, optimises the centre of gravity 
location for a blend of power and 
forgiveness. 

Finally, there’s 20g of tungsten powder 
in the top of the grip, which acts as a 



counter balance to control swingweights, 
and an adjustable eight-position hosel (in 
the driver, fairway and hybrid) which 
allows loft changes of up to -i-/-1.5° and 
face angle changes upto +/- 3 °. 

• Details: Expect to see the range in good 
golf shops from the end of October with 
prices from £249 driver, £189 fairway, £159 
hybrid. The irons will be available in 
graphite shafts from £699 and KBS’s steel 
C Tapers from £599. 




Fully adjustable 

You can tweak 
the loft from ±1.5° 
and club face 
angle through 
eight settings for 
the ideal launch 
trajectory. 



Weight saver 

A carbon composite 
crown is ultra-light 
to enable both a 
tungsten screw 
and additional weight 
to be positioned 
deeper in the 
clubhead. 



The full XP on the rest of the range 



Irons 

The irons feature stronger 
steel faces in the 5, 6 and 7 
irons increasing rebound and 
ball speeds. Stronger faces 
also mean Yonex’s engineers 
have thinned them to 2.5mm 
and a double undercut cavity 
improves face flex even 
further. Finally a new sole 
design reduces resistance at 
impact by 20%, meaning you 
impact the turf with the sole 
the size of a muscleback, but 
you get the performance 
benefits of a cavityback. 

• Details: RRP £599 (s), 
£699 (g). 



Fairways 

The fairways benefit from the 
same counterbalancing tech 
as the driver to deliver extra 
clubhead speed. Refinements 
include a reshaped higher 
and wider head which 
positions the CG lower and 
increases inertia. So if you 
have difficulty launching 
woods off the fairway they’re 
well worth a look. An 
adjustable hosel offers 1.5° of 
loft change either up or 
down, giving you the chance 
to set the club up to how you 
want to play it. 

• Details: £189 (15, 18, 21°). 



Hybrids 

Any modern range targeting 
specific golfers wouldn’t be 
worth its salt if attention 
wasn’t paid to gapping. It’s a 
subject even more relevant at 
slower swing speeds, to avoid 
having two clubs that go the 
same distance. Yonex says 
the lofts of the XPG and in 
particular the hybrids have 
been optimised to perform 
together so you can work out 
a good gapping pattern 
across your set. An 
adjustable hosel lets you 
change the loft by 1.5°. 

• Details: £159 (19, 22, 25°). 







GROOVEFIX 



PRACTICE 



CARPET CUP’ PORTABLE HOLE 



PRACTICE... 

‘RIGHT ANGLE’ PUTTING ALIGNMENT 




...PERFECT 



WWW.GROOVEFIX.COM 
020 8240 0527 

I 00% BRITISH MADE 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 



USE PERFECT AT THE CHECKOUT 
& SAVE 5% ON ORDERS OVER £25.00 




Precision for the elite 

Cobra's new King Forged CB/MB irons will have strong players drooling 




King Forged CB/MB Combo 



King Forged Tec 



The thin top 
edge will suit 
the eye of 
the strong 
player seeking 
precisionfrom 
their irons. 



obra say their new King Forged | 
CB/MB Combo irons have been 
designed for Tour to three-handicap 
golfers. So what makes them so specialist? 

Well they’ve been designed with direct 
input from Rickie Fowler, so the heads are 
a Tour-preferred shape with minimal offset 
and narrow top edges while the soles are 
thin to aid dean, accurate ball-striking. In 
store they’ll be sold as Combo sets, so the 
long and mid-irons will be cavity backs 
. to give a degree of playability while the 
' short-iron musclebacks will ensure 
■ maximum control and workability. 

Each head goes through a five-stage 
forging process that Cobra says aligns the 
grain structure to increase feel and give a 
tighter weight tolerance. Tungsten weights 
in the toe mean the centre of gravity is 
positioned directly behind the centre of the 
face, increasing the club’s shot-making 
capabilities and heightening feel alongside 
the soft 1025 carbon steel. 

Finally, to ensure maximum precision, the 
faces and grooves of every iron are CNC- 
milled to maximise spin and trajectory 
control. Each head is then treated to a 
super-sleek diamonised black metal finish. 
Q Details: RRP: £749 Availability? 4-PW. 

Left hand? Mo. Steel stock shaft: KBS Tour 
C-Taper. www.cobragolf.co.uk 



The diamonised black 
metal finish of the CB/ 
MB Combo irons is sure 
to catch the eye. 



obra reckon their new King 

Tec irons are “Technology 
Enhanced cavity-backs’’ and 
say they’ve been designed for golfers 
with handicaps up to about 10. The 
soft-forged 1025 carbon steel heads 
combine the feel and precision of a 
Tour-calibre iron with the added 
forgiveness and distance you’d expect 
of a cavity back. 

A new J15 high-strength forged steel 
face insert saves weight, increases 
perimeter weighting and helps boost 
distance. Each head goes through a 
five-stage forging process where 
tungsten toe weights are added to 



increase forgiveness and position the 
CGs of each iron precisely behind the 
hitting zone. Feel from cavity backs 
traditionally can be lacking so Cobra’s 
engineers have developed a new 
thermoplastic insert in the cavity which 
they say dampens vibration and 
improves feel. Expect to find these in 
store in a premium nickel-chrome 
finish with some top-of-the-range KBS 
Tour C-Taper steel or LIST Recoil 
graphite shafts soon. 

C Details: RRP: £749 Availability? 
4-PW, Left hand? No. Steel stock shaft: 
KBS Tour C-Taper Lite. Graphite stock 
shaft: LIST Recoil, www.cobragolf.co.uk 



King Forged Tec irons 
offer Tour-calibre feel 
with more forgiveness 
than their King Forged 
CB/MB cousins. 
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Beautiful Titleists are designed'for accomplished ball strikers only 



ot on the heels of its new 716 

API and AP2 irons, Titleist has 
unveiled the new 716 MBs, CBs 
and the T-MB Utility iron. All three are 
aimed at the better player, and have been 



I designed with input from some of the 
! world’s best ball strikers, including Adam 
■ Scott. The MBs and CBs both have 
I traditional forged heads, but like the AP2s, 
S the latter includes tungsten co-forged low 



in the body to produce extra ball speed 
through a better CG alignment. The T-MBs 
use a hollow construction of cast stainless 
steel with tungsten within the heel and toe 
to provide greater stability. 




Titleist 716 CB 

CB stands for Cavity Blade, but a 
cavity back increases forgiveness over 
the muscleback MBs. 

When it comes to Titleist’s tour staff 
about 20% use the CB, and this latest 
incarnation boasts increased ball 
speeds for both on and off-centre hits 
over the older 714s. 

Expect to find stock sets fitted with 
the new Dynamic Gold AMT shaft, 
which increases in weight throughout 
the set to make the transition from 
lighter hybrids to heavier wedges 
smoother. Make no mistake, the CB is 
aimed at good players, so it delivers 
tour-proven shot control and of course 
the solid forged feel you’d expect from 
a Titleist forging. 

• Details: RRP: £117(s) £133(g). 
Availability: 2-PW. 



Titleist 716 MB 

The MBs have been a firm favourite in 
the bag of Adam Scott for years, but 
then he’s one of the best ball strikers 
in world golf. 

There’s no doubt these irons look 
stunning - we just wish we were good 
enough to use them. 

They’re forged from soft 1025 
carbon steel and have a high muscle 
design for ultimate shot control. 

Updates over the previous model 
include a sharper toe angle, thinner 
top edge and a pre-worn leading edge 
to improve turf interaction. 

If your game demands precise shot 
control and pure muscleback feel then 
these should be high on your 
Christmas list. 

• Details: RRP: £117(s) £133(g). 
Availability: 3-PW. 



Titleist 716 T-MB 

Your game, like ours, may not warrant 
a utility iron, but on Tour Titleist sees 
a 50-50 split between these and 
traditional hybrids depending on the 
course being played. 

The new 716 T-MB benefits from the 
same style of extreme toe and heel 
tungsten weighting as the AP2 iron, 
positioned to boost both launch and 
forgiveness. An increase of 6.8% in 
MCI means extra playability over the 
previous 712U. A new thinner, faster 
face increases ball speeds and launch 
to maximise carry distance. 

A further enhancement is the extra 
trailing edge chamfer, which has been 
designed to improve turf interaction 
and playability. 

• Details: RRP: £169(s) £189(g). 
Availability: 2/17°, 3/20°, 4/23°, 5/26°. 
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NEW DRIVERS 



The last month has seen a raft of new drivers launched with some 



CALLAWAY 
GREAT BIG 
BERTHA 



COBRA 
KING LTD 
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TAYLORMADE 
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Where we tested 

The Belfry Hotels 
Resort is steeped 
in golfing history 
and provides the 
perfect getaway for 
any golf break, with 
the three stunning 
golf courses 
accompanied by the 
luxurious hotel, fine 
dining experiences 
and state-of-the-art 
leisure facilities. 

The PGA National 
Golf Academy offers 
expert tuition for 
golfers of all levels 
and aligns with 
the renowned Golf 
Shop on site to 
allow golfers to be 
custom-fit for the 
latest products from 
leading brands in the 
dedicated custom- 
fitting suites. 

• Visit WWW. 
TheBelfry.com or 
call 01675 470256 
for information 



New drivers are like buses - you wait 
ages for one, and then four come at 
once! The last few weeks have seen 
TaylorMade, Callaway and Cobra 
launch new big sticks, packed with 
clever technology to help you hit it 
further and straighten At least, that’s 
the theory. 

All four models - Callaway’s Great 
Big Bertha and 816 Alpha, Cobra’s 
King LTD and TaylorMade’s Ml - boast 
tons of adjustability, different centre of 
gravity stories and Tour endorsement. 
They’re also likely to be among the 
most popular clubs on sale for the 
next 12 months. So as they arrive in 
pro shops, which should you buy? 

To help you choose, we were the 
first people in Europe to put all four to 
the test, back to back. Whether you’re 
looking for a replacement driver now, 
intend to buy one next spring or are 
just curious about the benefits, you’ll 
find the results useful. 

What we did 

Believe us when we say we coerced 
manufacturers into letting us have 
samples of their newest drivers before 
they’d even gone on sale. It’s the time 
of year when sales meetings are 
happening and samples are scarcer 




than hen’s teeth. But we didn’t just 
want to hit the new models, we also 
wanted to see how they performed 
against some of the drivers they’re 
replacing. So we took the four 2016 
models - along with a 2015 driver 
from each manufacturer - to the 
National Custom Fitting Centre at 
The Belfry and hit them on both a 
Flightscope and SkyTrak launch 
monitor. 



We used stock samples from each 
manufacturer and then fitted pro 
Chris Ryan into a similar shaft for 
each model to ensure fairness. 

Qualified club fitter Chris hit each 
club in its mid setting before playing 
around with the adjustability to see 
what effect it had on the ball flight. 

TG Equipment Editor Simon 
Daddow also hit shots with each 
driver on the SkyTrak launch monitor 
to allow further comparison. We 
pulled together all this data, comment 
and opinion to form our results. 

This is just a taster, though - we’ll 
put all these clubs up against current 
and any more new models in a 
massive equipment special early in 
the New Year. If you can’t wait until 
then, see our gear reviews online at 
www.todaysgolfer.co. u k 



THE TESTERS 



r 

CHRIS RYAN 

'• tj' / Handicap: Pro 

TG’s Equipment guru 

SIMON DADDOW 

^ Handicap: 10 
P . TG Equipment Editor 
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A new carbon crown 
frees up enough weight 
to allow theT-Track 
system to be positioned 
in the sole. The 15g 
front weight influences 
shot bias, while the 
lOg CG weight has the 
ability to affect launch 
angles and spin rates. 



TaylorMade Ml £429 

Contact: www.taylormadegolf.com Lofts: 8.5°, 9.5°, 10.5°, 12° 



TaylorMade’s glitzy launch party for the Ml 
and the online content it spurned created 
some serious hype around this driver. Social 
media has been ablaze with comment, 
opinion and just a few facts since. We put 
the Ml up against the R15 to give you an 
idea of how performance compared to 
TaylorMade’s previous model. 

THE KEY TECH 

Carbon composite crown: The Ml’s crown 
only weighs lOg which is lOg less than a 
titanium alternative. Why is that important? 

It means extra weight could be located lower 
in the sole in the form of weights to have 
more effect on how shots are launched. 

Endless adjustability: When it comes to 
adjustability the Ml is right up there at the 
top of the pile. The weight saving from the 
carbon crown means more weight is located 
low in the sole to allow for extra shot 
adjustment via its “T-Track”. 

Adjustable shot bias: TaylorMade says a 
15g sliding weight behind the face gives 25 



yards of ball flight movement between 
maximum draw and fade settings. 

Q Adjustable CG location: A lOg weight 
which slides from face to back has the 
capacity to alter spin by SOOrpm. 

^ Adjustable hosel: TaylorMade’s 12-position 
hosel sleeve lets you alter the loft by +2 to -2 
degrees, which affects face and lie angles. 

OUR VERDICT 

We’ve hit the Ml plenty, but we’ve also 
witnessed other golfers hit it, too. We’re yet 
to hear anything other than positives about 
it. Its adjustability is quite incredible, but to 
unlock its potential you simply must get 
fitted on a launch monitor. The potential is 
here to really dial the club into benefiting 
your own game, which means increasing ball 
speed, launching it higher and carrying it 
further. In our opinion it’s well worth your 
consideration. We know it’s pricey at over 
£400 rrp, but this is TaylorMade’s most high- 
tech driver ever, and that tech - when fitted 
correctly - will certainly help your game. 



CHRIS RYAN’S VERDICT 

There’s a lot I like about the Ml. The sound 
wasn’t what I expected at all. Having hit 
other carbon body/crown drivers before, 
the Ml’s sound was tuned and powerful at 
impact, which I really liked. I hit my 
longest drives with the CG weight at the 
back; that helped me produce a true 
rainbow-shaped flight which carried a long 
way, but also ran out. As an all-round 
performance and forgiving driver on off- 
centre hits I think the Ml is a great option. 

THE STATS 

• 1.44mph gain in ball speed over the R15. 

• 2.4 degree higher launch with CG 
weight at the back compared to front 
position. 

• 300.2 yards Longest carry (CG weight 
moved back). 

• 3.6 yards extra carry distance over R15 
with both heads in standard settings. 

• 2034rpm Average backspin of the Ml. 

• 1584rpm Average backspin of the R15. 



BOTTOM LINE: TaylorMade’s most adjustable driver ever is really powerful, and it can be ultra-tuned to improve every golfer’s launch. 
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The GBB's carbon crown 
allows Callaway's 
engineers to locate 
a lOg sliding weight 
around the perimeter, 
offering up to 18 yards 
of shot bias. An OptiFit 
hosel offers plenty of 
loft, face and lie angle 
adjustability, too. 



Callaway Great Big Bertha £369 

Contact: www.callawaygolf.conn Lofts: 9°, 10.5°, 13.5° 



The original GBB changed golf forever. It was 
the first nnass-produced titanium driver and 
was quickly adopted by the golfing masses 
as the driver of choice. The new GBB has 
already won three times on tour and is 
aimed squarely at the club golfer. It’s loaded 
with technology from top to bottom and is 
seen by Callaway as a speed-enhancing 
model that combines forgiveness with low 
spin. We put the GBB up against the XR 
driver to give you an idea of how 
performance compared to Callaway’s 
previous model. 

THE KEY TECH 

Forged composite crown: Callaway 
pioneered carbon body technology and have 
used carbon crowns for years in their woods. 
The weight freed up by the carbon is used to 
create a sliding perimeter weight at the rear. 

Adjustable perimeter weighting: Callaway 
says the lOg sliding perimeter weight gives 
18 yards of shot difference between 
maximum draw and fade settings. 



QAdjustable hosel: Callaway’s OptiFit hosel 
offers eight different positions. Change the 
loft by +2 to -1 degree: lie settings can be 
tailored to create a draw or neutral shot bias. 

Lightweight chassis & R-Moto Face: The 
lightweight chassis of the GBB helps its 
speed credentials, while a new R-Moto face 
helps ensure off-centre hits lose as little ball 
speed as possible. 

■ Shaft choices: Mitsubishi Bassara E 42; 
Mitsubishi Kuro Kage Black TiNi 50; Fujikura 
Speeder Evolution II TS 665; Mitsubishi 
Diamana D+ 70; Plus a further 15 premium 
options at no extra cost. 

OUR VERDICT 

The GBB is a mass-market driver, with wide 
appeal for a lot of people from tour players 
to club golfers. We like how it comes in a 
wide variety of shaft offerings as experience 
tells us lightweight technology isn’t for 
everyone. We felt because the perimeter 
weight is far from the face, it has more effect 
on shot bias. So if you want tech to help you 



hit that elusive draw, the GBB should be on 
your list of models to try. 

CHRIS RYAN’S VERDICT 

I probably wouldn’t pick the GBB to put into 
my own bag as I felt I generated a bit more 
power from other models. That said I did hit 
it pretty well. It sets up really nicely behind 
the ball at address and the wider body 
shape is confidence inspiring for the club 
golfer. There’s a good blend of raw power 
and forgiveness which a lot of club golfers 
will love. I hit my longest drives with the 
weight in the maximum fade position and 
picked up a few yards over the XR driver. 

THE STATS 

• 1.76 mph gain in ball speed over the XR. 

• 5.86 yard gain in total distance over XR. 

• 431rpm less spin than the XR driver, 
which helps add valuable yards. 

• 291.9 yards longest carry; max fade setting. 

• 1838rpm Average backspin of the GBB. 

• 2269rpm Average backspin of the XR. 



BOTTOM LINE: Brilliant all rounder. Make sure you take advantage of the excellent shaft offerings and get one that’s fitted to your game. 
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in the sole allow you 
to match your impact 
position to the CG, 
which improves 
energy transfer from 
club to ball. Essential 



if you want to wring 
out every drop of 
performance. 



Dual distance chambers 



Callaway Alpha 816 £429 



Contact: www.callawaygolf.com Lofts: 9°, 10.5° 



The Alpha 816 is a real brute. It looks 
aggressive, it’s confident of its own 
credentials and just to reinforce the issue 
Callaway says it’s designed for “the big 
bombers”. If you’re hitting the ball hard, the 
Alpha should be high up on your list of 
drivers to try. Callaway introduced the Alpha 
series last year and it’s quickly won fans 
among the game’s hardest hitters who 
benefit from its low-spinning technology and 
top-of-the-range components. 

THE KEY TECH 

Dual distance chambers: Position the 
centre of gravity higher or lower by flipping 
the Gravity Core. By matching your impact 
position on the face to a high or low CG 
location, ball speeds can be improved by up 
to 1.5m ph. Switch the gravity core between 
the fade and draw ports for up to 14 yards of 
shot bias. 

Forged Composite Crown: Callaway 
pioneered carbon body technology and have 
used carbon crowns for years in their woods. 



The weight freed up by the carbon crown is 
used to create two chambers in the sole, 
which allows CG and shot bias adjustment. 

New R-Moto face: A new R-Moto face 
helps maintain ball speeds on off-centre hits, 
ensuring as little distance is lost as possible. 

Adjustable hosel: Callaway’s OptiFit hosel 
offers eight different positions so you can 
change the loft by +2 to -1 degree. Lie 
settings can be tailored to create either a 
draw or neutral shot bias. 

OUR VERDICT 

We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again - 
even though the Alpha 816 costs a lot, we 
love it. It is an impressive piece of long drive 
kit. But (you knew there was one coming) it’s 
not the most forgiving driver around, and nor 
is it meant to be. If you’re prone to a few 
mishits per round, this will punish them. 

That said, if you’re confident on the tee, you 
like hitting it hard and simply have to have 
one of the longest drivers out there, you have 
to try the Alpha 816. 



CHRIS RYAN’S VERDICT 

I produced some great numbers with the 
816 - it’s definitely powerful. By matching 
my impact position to the CG location 
(both high) I saw a decent increase in ball 
speed that Callaway had promised. It’s 
incredible how the different shapes of the 
drivers affected my perception of 
playability. The Alpha looks smaller and 
consequently I felt less likely to consistently 
hit fairways with it, but it’s one of the 
hottest clubs I’ve tried. 

THE STATS 

• 1.25mph Gain in ball speed over the 815. 

f • 5.1 yard Average carry distance gain from 
all settings over the Alpha 815. 

• 2.2mph Gain in ball speed by matching 
impact position to the CG location. 

• 299 yards Longest carry with CG high. 

• 584rpm Difference in spin switching 
between low and high CG location. 

f • 11 yard Gain comparing only high CG 
Alpha 816 against high CG Alpha 815. 



BOTTOM LINE: Extremely powerful, masses of adjustment potential and plenty of great shaft options. Not the most forgiving though. 
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Cobra King Ltd £329 

Contact: www.cobragolf.co.uk Lofts: Adjustable from 9-12° 



Cobra's Spaceport 
window doesn't just 
let you see inside the 
head - it also distributes 
16g of weight over a 
large area. The size and 
positioning improves 
MOl and allows Cobra 
to produce a "zero CG" 
driver. 



Cobra literally went to space and back 
designing the King Ltd. By partnering with 
the Centre for Advancement of Science they 
conducted research on the International 
Space Station all in a bid to make the most 
technologically advanced golf clubs around. 
We’ve never seen a driver that entices you 
to take a look inside its head. 

THE TECH 

Zero CG: A 16g sole weight allows the CG 
to be positioned directly inline with the 
club’s neutral axis. Why should you care? It 
means the most efficient transfer of energy 
at impact without losing forgiveness. 

New kind of carbon crown: Cobra has 
pioneered a new TexTreme carbon fibre, 
which is 20% lighter than regular carbon 
fibre, so even more weight can be removed 
from the crown. 

Speed channel: Cobra’s patented channel 
around the perimeter of the face minimises 
face thickness and increases ball speeds. 

Forged 811 titanium face: 811 titanium is 



not your standard titanium. This alloy is 
stronger, lighter and because of its variable 
thickness deflects more for faster ball 
speeds and a larger sweetspot. 

Adjustable hosel: Cobra’s eight-position 
hosel sleeve offers lofts from 9-12 degrees, 
with an option of playing the 9.5 degree, 

10.5 or 11.5 version in a draw setting. 

Shaft choices: Aldila Rogue Black 95 MSI. 

OUR VERDICT 

The numbers prove the King Ltd is one of 
the most forgiving drivers on the market. It 
achieves this while maintaining low spin, 
which for golfers who don’t struggle to 
launch shots into the air is a recipe for long 
drives. The club looks great at address, it 
sounds good and from what we’ve seen 
Cobra’s zero CG story is worth taking time 
to consider. The “Spaceport” window is a 
novel innovation. The benefit is that it gets 
more weight low down, achieving that “zero 
CG”. It’s also very cool to look inside your 
driver. 



CHRIS RYAN’S VERDICT 

I tend to hit shots quite high on the face, 
so when I lowered this to align my strike 
with the centre of the face (and the zero 
centre of gravity line) I really felt a 
difference. Shots flew off the face really 
quickly and the club felt very stable, so 
I think Cobra are onto something by 
championing how much impact a zero CG 
has on transferring energy efficiently into 
the ball. It’s really difficult to fault this 
driver as a great all rounder; it performs 
great in terms of MOl and low spin, both 
areas which can help golfers hit it further. 

THE STATS 

• 291.8 yards Average carry of King Ltd. 

• 6.4 yards Increase in carry over Fly Z. 

• 172.3mph Average ball speed 
of King Ltd. 

• 1.2mph Increase in ball speed 
over the Fly Z. 

• 1706rpm Average backspin. 

• 439rpm less spin than Fly Z. 



BOTTOM LINE: An extremely hi-tech driver. Matching the zero CG to your impact position produces impressive power and forgiveness. 
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10 things 
to know 

There were some eye- 
opening discoveries 
from our new driver test 

I AIdila’s Rogue shaft is one of 
the hottest driver shafts available 

The Rogue’s been a firm favourite among 
leading tour players for a couple of years. It 
now comes as a standard option in three of 
our test drivers and a custom option (at no 
extra charge) in the fourth. What’s the 
attraction? Aldila say the shaft is produced 
from a higher-grade graphite, which means 
less resin holding the shaft together which 
ultimately improves feel and energy transfer. 




2 Centre of gravity location can 
have a huge effect on ball speed 

Trust us, CG locations will be the big driver 
story in 2016. Cobra and Callaway are both 
shouting about the fact that getting the CG 
in line with your impact location improves 
energy transfer and means you’re hitting the 
driver at its most efficient. We saw gains of 
2.2mph in ball speed by matching the CG 
location to where shots impacted on the face 
- that means extra distance. 

3 Carbon crown drivers are the future 

To free up enough weight to have an 
effect on spin and launch through the use of 
weights in the sole, you simply have to get 
rid of the titanium crown. Its static weight 
does nothing to help golfers hit shots better. 
When you realise this you understand why 
TaylorMade had to use a carbon crown in 
the Ml, and Cobra has used a new kind of 
ultra-light carbon in the King Ltd. 

4 The perfect driver set-up for long 
hitting is high MOI with low spin 

A high MOI means you lose less ball speed 
when you don’t hit the centre of the bat, low 
spin means your shots are not robbed of 
distance because they want to go forward 
just as much as they want to get 
airborne. A good average 
spin rate for a driver is 
about 2200-2400rpm; 
if you can get lower 

than this and still _ . 

be able to hit shots 
on a decent 
trajectory you’re on 
the road to hitting 
it longer. 




'It's more important 
than ever to get a 
driver dialled in to 
your game' 

5 Your missing a huge trick if you 
don’t get fitted for your next driver 

With so much adjustability available, you’re 
not giving yourself the best chance to reach 
your full potential if you don’t get fitted for 
your next driver. TaylorMade’s Brian Bazzel 
told us on the Ml it’s more important now 
than ever to get the weights, settings and 
shaft dialled in to your game before 
purchasing the driver as tinkering with the 
settings later means you miss half the 
experience. 

6 Removing weight from 
the crown increases spin 

It’s simple physics, really. Less weight 
above the ball’s centre and more weight 
below it has to mean more spin. Weights 
can be positioned closer to the clubface 
to reduce this spin, or further back to 
increase it for those who need extra 
help launching shots higher. 

7 Get your preferred loft 
from the outset 

Drivers are usually available in a 
number of lofts for a reason. Make 
sure when you’re getting fitted to 



identify which suits your game best. Yes, you 
can tailor and adjust the loft later, but you 
have to realise this affects the face angle. 

Dial down the loft and the face opens; ramp 
up the loft and the face angle closes. 

8 The driver is the showpiece 
bit of kit for every manufacturer 

The driver is the most desirable club in any 
manufacturer’s range. They all want to out 
do each other to give you the longest, 
straightest driver available. Where a few 
years ago the driver market felt a bit stale, it 
now feels alive and vibrant. When guys are 
going to the International Space Station just 
to develop golf equipment you’ve got to be 
impressed, right? 



9 But all this tech means the 

average cost of drivers is going up 

We’ve been through a recession, when 
rumours were constant about how the price 
of golf equipment was going to come down. 
But the latest (albeit top-of-the- range) 2016 
drivers shows that simply isn’t the case. 
Technology is leaping forwards every year, 
which obviously comes at a cost, and that is 
inevitably passed on to us. 



1 Carbon drivers now sound every 
X w bit as good as titanium drivers 

If only we’d been given a pound every time 
we’d heard that carbon drivers don’t sound 
as good as titanium. All four of our test 
drivers have multi-material heads. And all 
four sound fantastic. 
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READER TEST 



Tve cut my three-putts by 50%' 

Odyssey's new Big T putters make a lot of claims... and it seems they deliver 



ou’ll never hole putts if you don’t 

start the ball on line. That’s why 
Odyssey’s new Big T putters feature 
tons of technology to innprove aim and roll. 

Designers combined the Versa and 
Marxman alignment systems, giving you two ■ 
ways to set up to your intended target line. 
Combined with a new Fusion RX face insert 
which has the feel of the famous White Hot 
insert but the faster roll of the thin, stainless 
steel Meta I -X insert, Odyssey says it’s the 
complete putting package. We gave them to 
a regular fourball to put that to the test. 

How did you find them for alignment? 

JL: It really helped align my whole body, I felt 
a lot more confident. As a low handicapper 
I feel this is integral to improving as I’ve felt 
uncomfortable lining up putts for years. 

BC: At address the putter breeds confidence 
as you know the club is square to the target 
line. All you need do is put a solid stroke on 
it. It’s the best for alignment I’ve tried. 

DB: There’s no doubt the T alignment helps. 
I’ve used a similar style before and wouldn’t 
use another type now. 

PL: First impressions were that alignment 
felt both easy and natural to use. 

What about the black and white cosmetics? , 

JL: I rate them. Looks are key for me and the i 
black and white is very attractive. 



BC: The contrast helps with face alignment 
and shelf appeal, of which this has plenty. 
DB: The cosmetics are a bit quirky, but they 
are not unpleasant. If the putter looks good 
at address it helps you concentrate on the 
stroke, which this design does for me. 

PL: They highlight alignment and the stroke, 
and are not intrusive in any way. 

This model features a fat SuperStroke grip; 
how did you find them on the Big T? 

JL: I didn’t think it would make much 
difference. But having tried the wider grip 
I have to admit it made a huge difference to 
clutch putting. It helped keep everything 
steady and my stroke smooth. 

BC: I was very happy to find them on the Big 
T. I’ve used a slim 3.0 grip for 12 months and 
find it takes my wrists out of the stroke. 

DB: The jury is still out on the grip. I’m used 
to slimmer models so in all honesty I think 
I’m going to struggle to adjust. 

PL: I thought the grip could be an issue as 
I don’t have particularly large hands. Now 
I think it’s one of the best features. 



THE PRODUCT 

Odyssey Big T putters Available in #5, 
Blade, V Line, V Line CS. £149-£169 
More info: www.odysseygolf.com 



How did you rate feel and roll? 

JL: The roll was fantastic. Putts didn’t skid or 
jump off the face. Best roll I’ve ever seen. 

BC: The feel from the new Fusion RX face 
design was immense. The first six to 12 
inches of a putt is pure roll. No skid, no 
jump, no hop, no bobble... just roll. 

DB: Feel and roll from the Big T is excellent. 
Just make sure the face is clean as the mesh 
has a habit of collecting debris from the green. 
PL: Highly. The feel gave me plenty of 
feedback and after two rounds I’ve reduced 
my usual three-putts by 50%. 

Would you recommend them? 

JL: I already have, because alignment is key 
to making putts. 

BC: Definitely. Those struggling to roll putts 
purely off the face and anyone needing a 
shot of confidence standing over the ball 
should be looking at these. 

DB: I’d recommend them to anyone whether 
they have trouble with alignment or not. 

PL: Yes. I’ve seen the benefits. It works. 

Will they be staying in your bag? 

JL: It has boosted my confidence so much 
on the greens it won’t be going anywhere. 
BC: A big fat yes from me! 

DB: I’ll give it some time to get used to the 
grip because I like the feel and roll. 

PL: It will replace my Odyssey XG 2 Ball. 









Matt Pearson is one of the world's Top 100 clubf itters 
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SHAFTS 

WhatclifferencG 

dostepsmake? 

Q Why are some shafts stepped and 
others not? What is the difference in 
performance between the two styles? 

Kevin Sutermeister, email 

A These shafts use different constructions 
and technologies to taper the shaft from 
the butt to the tip. There is no clear and 
obvious difference in performance between 
the two, and perceived differences are 
often more down to the engineering than 
whether there are steps or not. The 
stepless design featured in Project X and 
Rifle shafts is claimed by its makers to 
allow more precise flex tuning through 
frequency matching. Some Rifle shafts 
offer ‘flighted’ versions that produce ball 
trajectories for different clubs within your 
set, often helping raise launch in long irons 
and control flight in the more lofted clubs. 



PUTTERS 

Do putters have 
special shafts? 

Q Are there specific shafts for putters? If 
so what are they designed to do? And do 
certain shafts suit certain stroke types? 

Adam Waugh, email 

A With putter shafts, the main criterion is 
how the shaft affects the overall weight of 
the putter. Generally the heavier the total 
weight of a putter, the better tempo and 
rhythm you will have in your stroke - 
which makes speed control far easier. Over 
the years there have been different shafts 
you could put in to a putter to affect its 
weighting and performance, but in recent 
times they’ve been replaced by shafts that 
add weight to the butt of the club, under 
the hands. This placement encourages the 
larger, more controllable shoulder muscles 
to contribute more to the stroke. 



/ 





She 

using a smaller- 
headed driver? 



Q I notice some companies bring out 
smaller driver head sizes ‘for the better 
player’ - often around 430cc as 
opposed to 460cc. But 430 is still 
pretty big. Can anyone use them? 

Steve Rowe, email 

A The short answer is yes, of course 
any golfer can use the smaller head. 
However, they are targeted at the better 
player with a higher clubhead speed 
who tends to create too much spin at 
impact. They typically come with a 
centre-of-gravity position that lowers 
spin and flight. That, along with the 
slightly smaller head, means they are 
a little less forgiving than their bigger 
brothers. 

However, there is some research to 
suggest that the bigger the head the 
more drag it has, so there is an 
argument that you might enjoy some 
extra clubhead mph - and potentially 
more distance - if you plump for the 
smaller head - as long as you can find 
the centre of its face. 




HEAVY METAL 



Q I bought a new set of irons 
but can’t shake the feeling 
they are too heavy for me. 
How would I tell? And what 
can I do about it? 

Alex McIntosh, Brentwood 

A The three telltale signs of a 
shaft that's too heavy for you 



are that the club feels ‘dead’, 
you leave the ball out to the 
right, and you can’t hit the 
ball as high as you know you 
are able. As it’s the shaft that 
changes the weight, the best 
thing to do is change the 
shafts. A lighter shaft will 
make the swingweight slightly 



^ lighter, with nine grams 
adding or subtracting one 
j point of swingweight. From 
here it is really a question 
of trying different weights of 
shaft with your pro to create 
the performance changes you 
need, and then having him fit 
them into your irons. 



^ M AlYl 7 Pearson is a regular fixture in custom-fit expert KZG's worldwide top 100 clubf itters. He runs Performance 

^ iJUlwlllB Fitting Centre at Waterton Park GC, West Yorks. To ask him a question, email todaysgolfer@bauermedia.co.uk 
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Get one 







Be ready for winter by keeping 
your feet dry, comfortable and 
warm as the weather turns 



inter golf brings with it a raft of 
AfT^ challenges. Freezing cold hands 
where every poor contact feels 
like you’ve driven a truck over your fingers, 
Leaves that go out of their way to hide 
your ball. Trying to make a turn while 
wearing more layers than an onion. But 
one thing no intrepid winter golfer should 
have to deal with is cold or wet feet. Keep 
your back paws dry by getting a decent 
pair of winter shoes - and looking after 
them - and your golf this season will reap 
the benefits. After all, the swing starts 
from the ground up. 





Footjoy HyperFlex 
£140 (laces) £160 (Boa fastening) 

Waterproof warranty: One year 

The Hyperflex delivers lightweight support and cushioning. A Boa fastening 
system means you don't need to fiddle about with laces. Footjoy are very 
serious about shoe fitting so consider getting a proper fitting if you're after 
the ultimate fit. www.footjoy.co.uk 
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Ecco shoes are anatomically shaped for a great fit. The Biom G2 come with a 
Gore-Tex membrane which not only guarantees you stay dry but also allows 
feet to breathe. Ecco say their forefoot traction bar keeps your foot lower to 
the ground increasing stability and grip too. www.eccoshoesuk.com 




Puma's Outlast technology was originally developed for NASA to protect 
astronauts from temperature fluctuations in space. On the Titan Tour's 
Outlast helps maintain your feet at a comfortable temperature, helping 
eliminate sweaty feet, www.cobragolf.co.uk 




Adidas Asym Energy Boost £199 

Waterproof warranty: Two years 

The Boost is designed to deliver maximum energy return from thousands of 
tiny thermoplastic polyurethane energy balls in the sole. The technology has 
been developed with input from athletes in basketball, baseball and running. 
It is also extremely lightweight and comfortable, www. adidasgolf .eu 




In the worst conditions the Bandons could come into their own. They are 
seam sealed to keep the elements at bay whilst combining a soft, springy feel 
with lightweight stability. Once the weather's subsided you can roll down the 
top to expose the camo print inner, www.nike.com 




A lightweight, super soft and ultra comfortable shoe that benefits from 
tour level traction on the tee. An Ortholite 3D insole maximises comfort, 
while pro flex spikes help keep you anchored to the deck. www. 
callawaygolf.com 




Skechers partnered with Matt Kuchar to develop their range of golf shoes. The 
Go Golf Pro is their most advanced and it benefits from a premium leather outer, 
a cushioned sole and improved turf-gripping performance to keep you anchored 
whilst you swing on the tee. www.skechers.co.uk 





Stuburt Sport Lite 3.5 £54.99 

Waterproof warranty: One year 

A leather upper is combined with a microfiber membrane to create a 
lightweight yet waterproof construction. A TPU outer sole offers excellent 
flexibility whilst offering extreme cushioned comfort, www.stuburt.com 



LOOK NG AFTER YOUR SHOES 



Rotate two pairs 

The shoes will last 
considerably longer than 
twice the life of a single pair. 

Polish before first wearing 
The polish conditions the 
leather. WeVe found it means 
less creasing and less chance 
of cracking. 

Stuff with newspaper 
Never put wet shoes on a 



radiator. Stuff with newspaper 
and leave to dry naturally. 

Use that air hose 
It keeps your shoes, club 
house and car a lot cleaner. 

Look after the uppers 
Wipe and apply a polish or 
creme to keep them supple. 

Use a shoe tree 
Helps maintain shape for a 
better fit and longer life. 
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BUYI 






Utterly versatile , 

Hybrids are among 
the most useful [■ 
clubs inthebag, I 
usable from tee, p 
fairway, rough and ^ 
around the green. 






ybrids have come a long way 

since TaylorMade first introduced 
its Rescue way back in the 
noughties. Lots of Tour players nowadays 
carry a hybrid with a loft somewhere 
between their lowest-lofted iron and 
highest-lofted fairway wood. Peak into the 
bag of the average club golfer and you’re 
likely to see one hybrid has multiplied to 
two or more to cover off the distance gaps 
between a 5-iron and their highest-lofted 
fairway wood. With so many different 
shapes, lofts and technologies to choose 
from how do you decide which suits you? 
We’re here to help. 

Lofts/gapping 

Picking the lofts of your hybrids is really 
important as it avoids having a couple of 
clubs that go almost exactly the same 
distance. Start by finding out the loft of the 
longest iron you’re confident hitting. It 
doesn’t matter if this is a 4, 5 or 6-iron, 
just make sure you don’t harbour any fear 
when you pull this club from the bag. Then 
note the loft of your highest- lofted wood 
and try to fill the gaps between with 
equally spaced hybrids. 

Head style: Wide body 

Hybrids have come so far there’s now 
three distinct body designs to choose 
from. The wider body typically suits those 
who sweep shots off the fairway. Because 
the body is wider, the centre of gravity is 
deeper, so shots tend to be hit a bit higher. 
And a wider body also means an increase 
in MOI, so this body shape tends to be less 
punishing on mishits. 



Adjustable or glued hosel? 

Not every hybrid has an adjustable hosel. 
You might think what’s the point of 
adjustability in a hybrid anyway. Yes, an 
adjustable hosel only lets you switch lofts 
by a degree or two, but it’s really useful if 
the hybrid you want is not available in the 
exact loft you need. Simply tune the loft by 
using the hosel adjustment to ensure you 
don’t have a couple of clubs that go 
similar distances. 





can really pay dividends. Typically the 
body construction is hollow, so extra 
weight can be positioned low to help get 
shots airborne. Driving irons tend to 
perform best in the hands of an 
experienced player who has a decent 
clubhead speed to launch shots off the 
fairway with such a low-lofted iron shape. 



Mind the gaps 

Make sure the lofts 
on any hybrids fit 
in between your 
woods and your 
longest iron. 



Head style: Narrow body 

Narrow-bodied hybrids are designed 
for those with an aggressive 
motion into the ball, so the turf 
interaction at impact is like 
hitting an iron. You hit the 
ball first, but then hit 
down into the turf just like 
an iron. A narrower body 
looks a bit more like an 
iron, too, and because the 
centre of gravity is closer to 
the face it flies a little lower. 

A narrower body means a lower 
MOI which means off-centre hits lose 
a bit of ball speed and accuracy, so 
ideally you’ll be a little more consistent 
with your ball striking. 

Head style: Driving iron 

Driving irons have seen a resurgence over 
the last few years. Tour pros often put 
one in the bag at events like the Open, 
where a lower flight in windy conditions 




Shafts 

There are hundreds of shafts to choose 
from. Some manufacturers want to sell 
you their stock shafts, others would rather 
fit you for a shaft that suits your game. 
Don’t be fooled into thinking the shaft that 
suits you in the driver is also your perfect 
match in the hybrid. We suggest getting 
fitted so you can analyse your data on 
a launch monitor. Only then can you 
understand the distance gaps 
between each of your hybrids 
and the longest iron/highest 
lofted fairway wood. 

Fancy face tech 

Speed pockets, compression 
channels and hot faces have 
filtered down from drivers into 
the latest hybrids. They won’t 
help you hit it much further 
from the middle of the club, but 
this tech certainly helps 
maximise ball speed and carry 
distance on off-centre hits. If like 
us you want to make sure you have 
every advantage stacked in your 
favour we’d definitely advise looking 
at hybrids with face technology. 



r 



10 TOP HYBRIDS 



£175 

www.ping.com 
A heat treated steel face 
encourages a high flight with 
steeper descent. Solid looks. 



£129 

www.adamsgolf.com 

Aimed at the game improver, 
with a low/back CG and slim 
tipped shafts aid forgiveness. 






£159 

www.cobragolf.com 

A low centre of gravity 
delivers a forgiving flight with 
high ball speed. 



£190 

www.srixon.co.uk 

A maraging steel face is 
thinned to increase flexibility 
and boost ball speeds. 



t £159 

www.bridgestonegolf.com 

Maraging steel FAST crown 
has been thinned to help the 
face flex more at impact. 






£205 

www.titleist.co.uk 

“Active Recoil Channel’’ 
teams up with a thin face to 
create extra power. 






£159 

www.taylormadegolf.com 

A Speed Pocket enlarges the 
sweetspotto help maintain 
ball speeds on off-centre hits. 



£169 

www.cal lawaygolf.com 

A Hyper Speed Cup Face 
beefs up ball speeds and 
distance. 



£179 

golf.mizunoeurope.com 

A Shock Wave sole 
enhances energy transfer 
between club and ball. 






£134.99 

www.nikegolf.com 

Ball speeds are boosted by 
a Compression Channel and 
variable face thicknesses. 
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Devon deals in quality 

A corner of south-west England that will impress whether inland or by the sea 

WORDS KEVIN BROWN 



t may be at the foot of the country 

J but Devon rides high at the top of the 
pile when it connes to the cream of 
England’s golf holiday destinations. It is often 
enjoyed together with its neighbour Cornwall 
and in tandem they can certainly provide 
golfing memories to last a lifetime. 

However, Devon can comfortably stand on 
its own thanks to a wealth of advantages on 
and off the course. First, its climate, with 



temperatures that are so impressive they rival 
those registered on thermometers in some 
parts of mainland Europe. South Devon isn’t 
widely known as the English Riviera for 
nothing, you know. 

It’s accurate to suggest that Devon has a 
milder climate than anywhere else in the 
country, including Cornwall, with exotic palm 
trees thriving on Plymouth Hoe. Golfers will 
be interested to know they’ll benefit from an 



average of seven hours of sunshine between 
May and July while temperatures remain mild 
until late autumn with an average maximum 
of 14°C during October. 

It’s also the home of two national parks 
(Dartmoor and Exmoor) and eight Blue Flag 
beaches, enabling you to unwind away from 
the course on miles of golden sandy beaches. 

The weather and off-course attractions are 
all well and good, but it’s the courses we d 























always go to enjoy in the nnain, and in 
Devon the offering is wonderfully 
varied. It ranges from awesome links 
and clifftop layouts to a crop of quality 
inland tracks. And the good news is all 
this is on offer for outstanding value 
too. Even at the premier courses, it’s 
unlikely you’ll be forking out beyond 
£50 for your slice of holiday action. 

There are over 50 courses across 
Devon and, make no mistake, there’s 
quality as well as quantity available. 

Leading links Saunton and Royal 
North Devon gain most of the 
limelight and deservedly so. 

Royal North Devon, or Westward 
Ho! - the seaside hamlet it has sat 
within for over a century and a half - 
is steeped in history and must be on 
every discerning golfer’s CV. 

Founded in 1864, it’s England’s 
oldest course and described as 
England’s answer to the ‘Home of 
Golf’, St Andrews - it was even 
created by great Scot Old Tom Morris. 

It’s something of an Old Oourse 
lookalike too: at first glance it looks 
relatively flat and featureless but it’s as 
natural as they come and it is only 
when you step onto it and start 
playing that you really appreciate it’s 



The courses 

• Saunton 

Green fees: 
Nov-Mar, £48 
(applies to both 
courses) including 
daily food special. 
Contact: 01271 
812436. 



• Woodbury 
Park 

Green fees: Mon-Fri, 
£45; Sat-Sun, £50. 
Contact: 01395 
233382. 




Royal North 
Devon 

Green fees: Nov-Mar 
-Sun-Fri,£35;Sat 
£60. Contact: 01237 
473817. 



• Thurlestone 

Green fees: £50. 
Contact: 01548 
560405. 



• Bovey Castle 

Green fees: 
Nov-Mar, £49. 
Contact: 01647 
445009. 



raw natural links golf with a good dose 
of quirkiness thrown in. Golfers share 
the ancient linksland with free- 
roaming, grazing sheep and horses 
and on the 4th tee you are faced with 
Cape bunk er, once the world’s biggest 
sand trap. 

If you’re after a real golfing 
challenge complete with uncertain lies, 
changeable wind direction, little 
bumps and hollows and perilous 
hidden pot bunkers, you’re in the right 
place. This is proper golf and it’s an 
absolute treat. 

The clubhouse is pretty special too 
and well worth checking out as it 



features its own museum, complete 
with old clubs, photographs and the 
chance to take a nostalgic peek into a 
bygone era. The club’s honours boards 
are like a “who’s who’’ of golfing 
greats, including legendary names as 
five-times Open champion JH Taylor - 
who was born in the village of 
Northam overlooking the course - 
Horace Hutchinson, Harold Hilton and 
Herbert Fowler. 

All this seems incredible when you 
discover you can play it for half-price 
thanks to 2-FOREl-l. 

But even RND plays second fiddle in 
the county to nearby Saunton, home of 
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'Sir Nick Faldo 
once declared 
Saunton good 
enough to stage 
an Open' 

two (East & West) fantastic 18-hole 
courses which unfurl across the wild 
and spectacular 1,000-acre linksland 
of Braunton Burrow, England’s largest 
sand dune system. 

The East is the no.l layout and six- 
times Major winner Sir Nick Faldo 
once declared it good enough to stage 
an Open Championship while six- 
times Open Champion Harry Vardon 
said of it: “I would like to retire to 
Saunton and do nothing but play golf 
for pleasure.” Yes, it’s that good. 

Set in a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest, elevated tees often offer 
tantalising tasters of fairways weaving 
between sand hills in this terrific 
dunescape before leading to well- 
protected slick greens often enclosed 
by mounds. 

The ancient East is complemented 



by the West and has always been the 
Championship layout. 

It doesn’t have a weak hole with the 
gorgeously demanding dog-leg par-4 
16th being one of the best of the best 
in a stellar closing trio. 

The newer West course, opened in 
1974, is definitely worth playing too. 
Occupying the higher and more 
spectacularly rugged dunesland 
towards the sea, a day here with a 
round on both is one to cherish. 

Further coastal classics in the 
county are Thurlestone, Devon’s very 
own Pebble Beach-type examination, 
and Bigbury. 

Both dramatically overlook the 
Atlantic - the latter towers above 
Burgh Island. It was here that Agatha 
Christie wrote ‘Evil under the Sun’ as 
well as ‘And then there were none’ 
while staying at the hotel on the 
island, which is reached by sea tractor 
at high tide. 

Pick of the inland courses is Bovey 
Castle, a luxury retreat on the edge of 
wild and remote Dartmoor - setting of 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock 
Holmes novel ‘The Hounds of the 
Baskervi lies’. 

Another fine parkland is Woodbury 



The courses 

East Devon 

Green fees: £48. 
Contact: 01395 
443370. 



• Dartmouth 
G&CC 

Green fees: 
Nov-Feb - Mon-Fri, 
£25;Sat-Sun,£30. 
Contact: 01803 
712686. 



Teignmouth 

Green fees: 
Nov-Mar - Mon-Fri, 
£30; Sat-Sun, £35. 
Contact: 01626 
777070. 



• Exeter G&CC 

Green fees: £40. 
Contact: 01392 
874139. 



• Torquay 

Green fees: Mon-Fri, 
£35; Sat-Sun, £40. 
Contact: 01803 
314591. 



DO IT YOURSELF 



• Where to stay 

It’s holidaymaker country so 
wherever you go in the county, 
especially if you’re looking to 
be based in the south around 
Torquay at the heart of the 
English Riviera, you’re well and 
truly catered for in terms of B&Bs, 
guest houses and luxury hotels. 

In addition, there are several 
stay-and-play venues with 
majestic Bovey Castle at 
Moretonhampstead on the edge 
of Dartmoor National Park being 
the pick of the bunch. Woodbury 
Park, Dartmouth G&CC and 
Highbullen are other excellent 
options. Another great south 
Devon base is the four-star 
Thurlestone Hotel which has its 
own nine-hole par-3 course while 
guests receive 20 per cent off 
green fees at nearby Thurlestone 
GC. Extremely convenient for 
Saunton - it overlooks the classic 
links - is Brend Hotels’ stunning 
Saunton Sands, also a short drive 
away from Royal North Devon. 

• Do it yourself 

Deal 1: Two nights’ B&B at 
Dartmouth G&CC, one three- 
course evening meal, unlimited 
golf (limited to 18 holes per day 
on the Championship course) and 
unlimited use of the brand-new 
spa, costs £99pp (midweek). To 
book call 01803 712686. 

Deal 2; Autumn to Spring 
Specials at Manor House/ 
Ashbury Hotels. Stay between 
Oct 8-Apr 27 and you’ll receive 
FREE golf, half-price buggies 
(£8 per round) & 10 per cent off 
health and beauty treatments. 
Full-board Ashbury breaks in Nov 
cost just £45 per person per night 
for breaks of three nights or more. 
To book call 01837 53053. 

Deal 3: Two nights’ dinner, B&B 
at Highbullen Hotel G&CC in a 
standard room and three rounds 
of golf, costs £289pp (Nov-Feb). 
To book call 01769 540561. 
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'Manor House 
and Ashbury 
Hotel is the 
UK's biggest 
golf resort' 

Park, also an outstanding stay-and- 
play venue in its own right and once 
owned by former FI champ Nigel 
Mansell. 

Bovey is a top-drawer venue even 
if in truth the magnificent mansion 
house hotel slightly overshadows the 
undulating parkland. Nevertheless the 
layout has a terrific variety of holes. 

Wherever you look in Devon it is full 
of surprises, of the good sort. 

Among these pleasant discoveries 
is Yelverton, a delightfully quirky 
moorland layout where wild Dartmoor 
ponies and cattle roam free on the 
course. 

Alister MacKenzie-designed 
Teignmouth is another classy 
moorland plotted 800ft above sea 
level while East Devon, a short-but- 



The courses 

• Sidmouth 

Green fees: £35. 
Contact: 01395 
513451. 

• DaintonPark 

Green fees: £40 a 
day. Contact: 01803 
815000. 



• Ilfracombe 

Green fees: Mon-Fri, 
£30; Sat-Sun 
afternoons, £36. 
Contact: 01271 
862176. 



sweet layout perched on the cliffs 
above Budleigh Salterton in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

And we can’t forget about Torquay, 
a smashing mature parkland close to 
the English Riviera’s capital with 
stunning views over Lyme Bay and 
Dartmoor. 

Also, Dartmouth G&CC offers 27 
holes of affordable golf and on-site 
accommodation a short drive from 
the historic town of the same name. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of 
them all is that it is the home of the 
UK’s biggest golf resort. That honour 
rests with golf-bonkers Manor House 
and Ashbury Hotels, a sporting 
paradise set in over 600 acres of 
gorgeous countryside in the foothills 
of Dartmoor National Park near 
Okehampton. A grand total of 99 
holes, including four 18-holers and an 
18 hole par-3 layout, are on offer and if 
you’re a guest - the two sister hotels 
boast well over 400 rooms and 
outstanding all round facilities - you 
can play all of them for free! 

Fun for all the family, which rather 
sums up the beautiful county of Devon 
as a whole. 



OFF COURSE 



Reach Outdoors run sporting 
activities such as Coasteering, 
Kayak Tours, Climbing and 
Abseiling. The outdoor adventure 
specialists can create activities for 
all and provide all equipment. 

• Presenter Monty Halls has set 
up Monty Halls Great Escapes in 
Dartmouth. In 90 minutes you 
can see marine wildlife along the 
beautiful Dart estuary (Trips are 
priced at £30 per person). 

• In naval town Plymouth you 
can visit the Royal William Yard, 
National Marine Aquarium and 
Smeaton’s Tower and The Hoe. 

• Board a steam train on the 
South Devon Railway, a branch 
of the old Great Western Railway 
between Buckfastleigh/Totnes. 

• Unwind on award-winning 
Woolacombe Beach, a three-mile 
stretch of golden sand and one of 
the finest beaches in the West. 




Dramatic 

Thurlestone 
is England's 
very own 
Pebble Beach. 





MY TOP 10 COURSES 



A Lee 
«Si Slattery 



Northern links to the 
fore in the Southport 
native's choices,,. 



orn in Southport on the 

north-west coast of 
England, the self-styled 
'England's Golf Coast' was always 
going to feature pronninently within 
Lee Slattery’s top 10 UK courses list. 

Six of the area's courses are 
included and are joined by 
Cheshire’s classy The Mere, an 
undulating parkland layout he 
represents on the European Tour. 

Scottish legends St Andrews and 
Muirfield and lone southern star 
Sunningdale complete the recent 
Russian Open winner’s hit list... 

• Royal Lytham Lancashire 

In my book this is one of the hardest 
and most demanding links courses 
not only in the UK but the world. 

It’s always a great test of golf and 
I’ll always remember Seve’s famous 
win here in 1988. 

Green fees: Nov-Feb - £122-150. 



• Royal Birkdale, Merseyside 

In my humble opinion this is 
probably the best course in the UK - 
overall, Birkdale is a very good test 
of golf. It also happens to have 
happy memories for me, including 
celebrating a Birkdale goblet 
success. 

Green fees: Oct-Dec - £155-£190. 

• Hesketh, Merseyside 

This is where it all began for me. 
Hesketh is where I learned to play 
and the club have always been so 
supportive throughout my career. 
The final five-hole stretch has some 
of the best you will ever play. 

Green fees: Winter rates - £30-£40. 

• Hillside, Merseyside 

Sits right next door to Royal Birkdale 
and therefore there are some 
similarities. In my view Hillside has 
the best back nine you’ll find 
anywhere. If you’re lucky you might 




see Liverpool football legends Alan 
Hansen and Kenny Dalglish in action 
at the regular Open host too. 

Green fees: Winter rates - £65-£85. 

• Muirfield, East Lothian 

A truly stunning course and right 
from the moment you arrive at the 
club you immediately know you are 
somewhere special. Sure enough, 
there’s not a bad hole on this fabled 
venue for The Open. 

Green fees: Winter - £110. 

• West Lancs, Merseyside 

West Lancs tends to get overlooked 
by the area’s better-known seaside 
names but this is a fabulous true 
links course in its own right. To be 
honest, it can be seriously brutal 
when the wind is blowing. 

Green fees: £75-£125. 

• The Mere, Cheshire 



My golf CV 

• Turned pro in 
1998 (plus 3). 

• Two Challenge 
Tour wins. 

• His best season 
on main European 
Tour came in 2011 
when he finished 
59th in the Race 
to Dubai, mainly 
thanks to his 
breakthrough 
victory in the 
Madrid Masters. 

• Since 1999, has 
been a regular at 
Q School -was 
agonisingly one 
place and €77 away 
from retaining his 
card in 2009. 

• He is finishing 
the 2015 season 
well, winning the 
Russian Open, his 
second European 
Tour title, with a 15- 
underscore. 




This has to be in my top 10: it’s close 
to my home and I represent the 
venue on Tour. Plus the facilities are 
second to none while everyone there 
makes my family and I feel really 
welcome. 

Green fees: Nov-Feb - £35 including 
bacon roll & range balls. 

• St Andrews, Fife 

The Old Course has to be included: 
it’s the Home of Golf and unique. It's 
steeped in history and I’ve been 
fortunate enough to play it many 
times. I learn and appreciate it a 
little more each time I play it. 

Green fees: Nov & Dec - £85. 

• Royal Liverpool, Cheshire 

Another superstar links in my neck 
of the woods and another Open 
venue. It doesn’t have any weak 
holes and this too has special 
memories for me - I played my first 
Open Championship at Hoylake. 
Green fees: £90-£175. 

• Sunningdale, Berkshire 

A heathland paradise and home of 
the best and most breathtaking 36- 
hole complex you will ever come 
across. It doesn’t get any better than 
a day on the Old and New... plus the 
best halfway house ever! 

Green fees: Winter rates - £125 (Old 
course), £105 (New) or £160 to play 
both. 
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UK BREAKS 



The ultimate golf ers' weekend in... 

It's steeped in history, has a spectacular coastline and boasts an abundance of 




Cream of the crop 



Close House (Colt course) A 

North-east entrepreneur Graham Wylie 
invested over £12m putting this venue on 
the golf map. Star attraction is the 
stunning Colt course which tips its hat to 
the master architect. 

Green fees: £75 (residents)-£110. 

Tel: 01661 852255. 




Slaley Hall (Hunting course) 

A flagship QHotels venue, it is widely 
regarded as the region’s no.l golfing 
attraction. It’s been dubbed the Augusta 
of the North’ and the layout is arguably 
the late Dave Thomas’ finest work. 
Green fees: £110. 

Tel: 01434 673154. 

Berwick-on-Tweed 

Better known as Goswick, the county’s 
top links is a James Braid classic and 
has been a regional Open Qualifier since 
2008. Provides awesome North Sea, 
Holy Island and Bamburgh Castle views. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £45; Sat-Sun, £55. 
Tel: 01289 387380. 

The Northumberland 

Outstanding layout played over and 
beside the racecourse. Jointly created by 
Colt and James Braid, it hosted 2013 
Regional Open qualifying and you need 
to be wary of the bunkering. 

Green fees: Nov-Mar, £35. 

Tel: 0191 236 2498. 




Winter wonderland 

Dunstanbuigh Castle A 

Underrated links that has been on its 
Embleton site since 1900. Highlights 
include teeing off from a giant dune at 
the dramatic 6th and the tiny par-3 13th. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri: £26 a round & £32 a 
day: Sat-Sun: £30/£38. 

Tel: 01665 576562. 



Seahouses 

Short but enjoyable, with a mix of coastal 
and parkland holes. Stand-outs are the 
short 10th, played from an elevated tee 
over an inlet, and the dramatic 15th to a 
green perched beyond a clifftop ravine. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £26; Sat-Sun, £33. 
Tel: 01665 720794. 



Whitley Bay 

One of the popular seaside town’s main 
attractions, the scenic course is 
surrounded by rolling fields and affords 
great views, including the lighthouse. Take 
care to avoid the burn on several holes. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, from £25; Sun (pm) 
£40. Tel: 0191 252 0180. 




Bambuigh Castle a 

Great holiday golf, the par 68 offers birdie 
chances aplenty plus glorious views of 
the eponymous castle. That said, the 
North Sea breeze ensures a test, 
especially at the 6th - 224 yards uphill! 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £46; Sat-Sun, £50. 

Tel: 01668 214378. 




2-FOREI-l stars 



Slaley Hall (Priestman) A 

The Neil Coles-designed Priestman lacks 
the Hunting’s wow factor but is a top 
track too. It has hosted European Seniors 
Tour action and offers stunning views as 
far as the Cheviot Hills. 

Green fees: £40 winter, £65 summer. 
Tel: 01434 676554. 




Hexham A 

An undulating parkland plotted on fast- 
draining terrain on the south side of the 
river Tyne. Hexham has a good array of 
holes, glorious greens, stunning views 
and a terrific short par-4 finale. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, from £25; Sat-Sun, 
from £35. Tel: 01434 603072. 



Longhirst Hall 

Home of two contrasting 18-hole courses 
(Lakes & Dawson), a modern clubhouse 
(opened by Steve Harmison) and 
excellent practice facilities. In winter, a 
composite layout - The Old - is played. 
Green fees: £25-£38. 

Tel: 01670 791562. 

Alnwick Castle 

Short-but-sweet mature parkland 
covering just over 6,000 yards and 
featuring a dozen par 4s, four par 3s and 
a couple of par 5s - including the risk- 
reward signature hole, the 12th. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £25; Sat-Sun, £27. 
Tel: 01665 602632. 
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Northumberland 




castles oh, and some quality golf courses by the sea and further inland 




AInmouth Village 

England’s oldest nine-hole links. It’s 
steeped in history - it was designed by 
1874 Open winner Mungo Park, the club’s 
first pro/green keeper - and boasts some 
memorable holes and coastal views. 
Green fees: £20. 

Tel: 01665 830370. 




Ponteland 

An impressive 1927 parkland close to 
Newcastle airport. Alan Shearer is among 
its many admirers and he is an honorary 
member here. Star hole is the 290-yard 
risk- reward par-4 17th. 

Green fees: £40. 

Tel: 01661 822689. 



Buigham Park 

Just north of Morpeth you’ll find this fast- 
maturing parkland with plenty of water 
hazards. You’ll love putting out on the 
classy greens and the panoramic views 
while a new clubhouse is in the pipeline. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £32; Sat-Sun, £38. 
Tel: 01670 787898. 

Warkworth 

Warkworth is more famed for its stunning 
castle but this is a fun nine-hole links 
designed by Old Tom Morris in 1891. The 
18 tees guarantee a varied and a different 
challenge for two loops of nine. 
Green fees: £10 (18 holes), £8 (9 holes). 
Tel: 01665 711596. 




Stay & plays 



Matfen Hall 4 

Splendid stay-and-play venue a relatively 
short drive from Newcastle. Home of 27 
holes of parkland golf, a nine-hole par-3 
track, a driving range and four-star 
accommodation in a mansion house. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £35; Sat-Sun, £40. 
Tel: 01661 886500. 



Close House 

Northumberland luxury on and off the 
course, with 12 stylish suite-style rooms 
furnished to the highest standards and 
the Colt course (see left) ably supported 
by the more friendly Filly layout. 
Green fees: Filly course - £50 (£37.50 for 
residents). Tel: 01661 852255. 



AInmouth (Foxton Hall) 

A 1930 Harry Colt clifftop/parkland with 
spectacular views on the coastal stretch 
- especially the 15th green. There is 
three-star Dormy House accommodation 
occupying the first floor of the clubhouse. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri & Sun morning, £39; 
Sun after 12, £29. Tel: 01665 830231. 




Linden Hall A 

Macdonald Hotels venue with the 18th 
Century country manor hotel overlooking 
a fast-maturing parkland with a great set 
of par 3s. The 4th is the stand-out while 
water comes into play on nine holes. 
Green fees: Mon-Fri, £50; Sat-Sun, £60. 
Tel: 01670 500011. 



The insider's guide 

here are only 37 areas of the 

UK officially deemed An Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
Northumberland is one of them. It’s also 
the home of some terrific courses, both 
coastal and inland. Berwick-on-Tweed is 
widely regarded as one of England’s 
finest links while Slaley Hall’s Hunting 
and Close House’s Colt are modern 
masterpieces. Northumberland also has 
a plethora of hidden gems too and offers 
some of the best-value golf in England. 

• Where to stay 

All kinds of accommodation is available 
in bustling Newcastle but if you prefer to 
stay outside the city and tumble out of 
bed onto the 1st tee, there are several 
stay & play options with Close House 
and Slaley Hall the pick. Otherwise, well- 
established Northumberland Golf Breaks 
(website address below) use a dozen 
hotels spread throughout the county. 

• Useful website addresses: 

visitnorthumberland.com; 
northumberlandgolfbreaks.com; 
goswicklinksgc.co.uk; closehouse.com; 
qhotels.co.uk/Slaley-Hall. 

• Where to eat & drink 

Newcastle’s top nightclubs these days 
are Purdu and Florita’s Miami Bar - both 
extremely popular with the footballers 
and other celebrities. Another popular 
haunt is Tokyo while the must-visit for 
football fans is Shearer’s Bar close to 
Newcastle’s St James Park Stadium. 

Top chef Terry Lay bourne’s Cafe 21 is a 
classic modern bistro in the heart of the 
Quayside, or try the Six@BALTIC and 
Jesmond Dene House restaurants. 

• Other things to do 

• Hadrian’s Wall still dominates the 
county’s terrain almost 2,000 years after 
it was constructed in Roman Britain. 

• Visit Alnwick Castle and The Alnwick 
Garden, a revered contemporary garden. 

• Shoppers will love Gateshead’s 
MetroCentre - home of one of Europe’s 
largest shopping and leisure centres. 

• The Great North Museum features 
natural history exhibits, mummies and a 
T-Rex skeleton. Or, The Centre for Life is 
a science centre with its own ice rink. 

• Early Christianity was nurtured at the 
Holy Island of Lindisfarne off the 
Northumberland Coast and is reached, 
when the tide is out, by a thin causeway. 
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STAY AND PLAY 

Stoke Park, Buckinghamshire 

Follow in the footsteps of sports and film legends 



s soon as you sweep past the 
entrance gates to start the 
long drive in, you know you 
are somewhere special. And as you 
set eyes on the breathtaking 18th 
Century Palladian mansion in front of 
you, it has exceeded expectations. 

Stoke Park is steeped in history and 
oozes class from every corner of this 
300-acre Buckinghamshire estate. 
Handily located just 35 minutes from 
London and seven miles from 
Heathrow airport, there is simply not a 
better stay-and-play venue in England. 

Stoke Park first burst onto the golf 
scene in 1910 when it staged the first 
PGA Matchplay tournament and as 
well as 27 holes of Harry Colt- 
designed golf, there’s a five-star hotel 
and some of the best sporting, leisure 
and entertainment facilities around. 

Stoke Park has also played starring 
‘roles’ in films, including the golf scene 
in James Bond film ‘Goldfinger’ plus 
Bridget Jones’ Diary and Layer Cake. 

• On-course 

It’s parkland golf by legendary 
architect Colt and there is not a weak 
hole in the 27. The main 18 is the Colt- 
Alison combination (the Lane Jackson 



The facts 

• Top deal: 

Harry Colt Golf 
Break includes 
one night's B&B in 
a superior room, 
three-course dinner 
in Humphrey's 
and a round of 
golf. From£250pp 
per night Nov 
1-Dec 30. To book 
call reservations 
on 01753 
717172 or e-mail 
reservations@ 
stokepark.com 

• Green fees: 

Between 
£85-£225with 
residents receiving 
discounted rates. 



• Contact: 

Call 01753 717171 
or visit WWW. 
stokepark.com 



completes the set) with one cracking 
hole following another. However, the 
par 3s grab most of the limelight. The 
3rd, played over a valley to an elevated 
green, is a belter but the 7th - the 
inspiration for Augusta National’s 
famous 16th hole - is the signature. 

After visiting the smart new halfway 
house, there’s plenty to look forward to 
on the back nine (Alison) and a 
pulsating finale starts at the par-4 16th 
where everything hinges on an arrow- 
straight drive to avoid the lake on the 
left and trees on the right. You’ll love 
the practice facilities too, including a 
state-of-the-art swing studio. 

• Off-course 

There are 50 luxurious rooms and 
suites in both the main mansion - 
including The Pennsylvania featured in 
Bridget Jones’ Diary - and the modern 
Pavilion, which also boasts a Spa with 
11 treatment rooms, heated pool, 
4,000ft^ gym, creche, games room 
and indoor tennis courts. Tennis is 
huge here: there are 13 courts and the 
annual Boodles tournament was won 
this year by Novak Djokovic! Choose 
from three restaurants, including the 
fine dining Humphrey’s. 








Top to bottom: A spectacular aerial view 
of the main mansion house hotel; famous 
film landmarks abound here; fine dining 
in Humphrey's is a real treat; and the Colt 
parkland is one of England's Top 100 tracks. 
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Courses 



HALF-PRICE GOLF 

Whatever the weather 

Here's seven top 2-FOREI-l tracks where you're guaranteed a great game 



1 Conwy, North Wales 

Par 72, 6,394 yards 

This magical links is one of Wales’ leading 
courses and is in great condition year- 
round so Conwy’s winter 2-FOREI-l 
involvement is a major bonus. Situated at 
the mouth of the estuary of the river 
Conwy, clever strategy is needed to score 
well and watch out for the fast greens and 
ultra-demanding final three holes. 
2-FORE!-l: All week in low season. 

Green fees: Mon-Fri, £24.20; Sat-Sun, 
£26.25. 

Contact: 01492 592423. 



2 West Cornwall, Cornwall 

Par 69, 5,679 yards 

This old links doesn’t get the credit and 
attention it deserves, probably owing to its 
remote location on the southern shore of 
the beautiful St Ives Bay. It is the county’s 
oldest course and Peter Alliss is a honorary 
member. Thanks to being sand-based, it 
drains well and allows year-round play, 
with views over the Atlantic and the Hayle 
Estuary. 

2-FORE!-l: All week in low season and 



after 2pm in summer (exc Weds). 

Green fees: £37-£42. 




Brighton & Hove, Sussex 

Par 68, 5,841 yards 
Smashing little downland nine-holer high 
on the Sussex Downs so benefiting from 
exceptional drainage - it only closes for 
snow. Founded in 1997, it’s the oldest club 
in the county and with 18 different tees it 
offers an interesting and varied challenge. 
2-FORE!-l: Tues & Thurs. 

Green fees: £35. 

Contact: 01273 556482. 

Caversham Heath, Berkshire 

Par 73, 6,652 yards 
Built to USGA-specs, this quality David 
Williams design opened in 2000 and is 
maturing nicely, offering excellent year- 
round play within a beautiful heathland 
setting with a wonderful combination of 
holes including thrilling par 3s, strategic 
par 4s and challenging par 5s. 

2-FORE!-l: Mon-Fri in winter (£25 each). 
Green fees: £50. 

Contact: 0118 947 8600. 

S Ufford Park, Suffolk 

Par 71, 5,989 yards 
This gently undulating parkland layout 
is always in good condition and has a 
splendid mix of holes, the pick being the 



par-3 16th with its two-tier green. The 
venue also boasts an on-site hotel, double 
tier driving range and American Golf store. 
Green fees: Mon-Thurs £23, Fri-Sun £31. 

2-FORE!-l: All week. 

Contact: 01394 382836. 

6 Royston, Hertfordshire 

Par 70, 6,042 yards 

A hidden heathland gem even though it’s 
been around since 1892, fast-draining 
Royston is a great place to play, whatever 
the time of year. 

2-FORE!-l: All week (on day rate). 

Green fees: Mon-Fri, £30 a round & £45 a 
day: Sat-Sun, £35/£50. 

Contact: 01763 243476. 

7 Breadsall Priory (Moorland 
Course), Derbyshire 

Par 70, 6,028 yards 

The Moorland usually plays second fiddle 
to the neighbouring Priory at this classy 
Marriott venue, but because it’s sand- 
based and free-draining it shines in winter. 

2-FORE!-l: Mon-Fri. 

Green fees: Mon-Fri, £30; Sat-Sun, £40. 
Society offer £25 for tea/coffee & bacon 
roll on arrival and 18 holes. 

Contact: 01332 836016. 
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A thrill in Estoril 

A stone's throw from Lisbon, the Estoril Golf Coast boasts incredible golf 



WORDS ROB JERRAM 




hen Lisbon's Golf Coast was named 

W Europe's best golfing destination at 
the recent I AGIO (International 
Association of Golf Tour Operators) Awards, it 
was impossible to argue. 

The deserved recognition came just a few 
weeks after TG spent a few days just a stone's 
throw west of Portugal's capital, in the 
beautfiul fishing village of Cascais, taking in 
the stunning array of courses Estoril Golf 
Coast has to offer. 

The sport has been played in this region 
since Estoril GC was formed way back in 
1929, making it one of Europe's oldest golf 



clubs. Since the stunning Quinta da Marinha 
and Penha Longa were added in 1984 and 
1992 respectively British golfers have flocked 
to the area with the guarantee of sun and 
superb golf. 

But perhaps the key moment came in 2001 
when, just over a mile from Quinta da 
Marinha, Arthur Hills created Portugal's first 
championship links - Oitavos Dunes. 

Paul McGinley is a big fan, calling Oitavos 
one of Europe's best courses, a view backed 
by our sister title Golf World, with Hills' design 
rising to 18th in the recent Top 100 Courses in 
Continental Europe ranking - only Monte Rei 




(14th) ranked higher in Portugal. The layout 
has already played host to four Portuguese 
Opens and drew vast praise. 

As the main image proves, the par-71 
design takes full advantage of the stunning 
backdrop of the Atlantic Ocean and Sintra 
Mountains. The opening holes are enjoyable, 
guiding you through woodland surrounded 
fairways to small and tricky greens, before the 
links thrills truly kick in at the 4th, with the 
prevailing Atlantic wind making for a long, 
testing par 4. From the 5th the trees thin, the 
dunes grow, the ocean dominates and the 
next 12 holes would prove impossible for even □ 







stunning 

Penha Longa is 
one of Europe's 
finest layouts. 




the most fussy of links fans to fault 

In truth there's barely a hole that doesn't 
deserve mention but the par 3s and par 5s 
are Oitavos' stars. The 7th and 8th, both par 
5s, are exceptional and both require three 
solid shots while avoiding a superb 
combination of trees, dunes and bunkers to 
stand any chance of making par. 

The pick of the par 3s, and arguably the 
layout's finest hole, is the 14th, a 170-yarder 
over a storm ravine that also flanks the right 
of the hole. Tough enough in its own right, 
wind direction makes club selection a severe 
challenge. 

The 18th is a classic closing hole, dog- 
legging around the spectacularly designed 
five-star hotel (an ideal base for your visit) 
and requiring the most accurate of tee shots 
to a narrow fairway surrounded by dunes and 
trees to leave a tight, uphill approach to green 
surrounded by banks. 

A couple of minutes' drive from Oitavos 
brings you to the luxurious Quinta da Marinha 
resort - another fabulous base for your visit. 

The Robert Trent Jones Jnr-designed 
Championship course opened in 1984 and 
has proved a hit with British golfers since. 

The par-71, 6,500-yard layout sits slightly 
inland and snakes through flat turf between 
pine trees and holiday apartments. The par 
3s, six in total, are the stars and, unlike some 
modern layouts, are varied in length, ranging 
from 140-180 yards. 

Another must play is the Atlantic course at 



'In 1999 Estoril 
Open winner Jean 
Francoise Remesy 
was the only player 
to finish under par!' 

Penha Longa, a former Portuguese Open 
venue comfortably sitting pretty in 35th spot 
in the latest Golf World rankings. The 
undulating par-72 layout is the handiwork of 
Robert Trent Jones Jnr, impressively weaving 
in and out of mature woodland. 

Star holes include the par-5 6th with the 
green overlooked by a medieval arched wall 
and castle tower and the scary par-3 15th 
which requires a good carry over a lake. 
However, this beauty can turn into a beast - 
in 1999 Estoril Open winner Jean-Francois 
Remesy was the only player who managed to 
finish under par! 

Lisbon Sports Club is another superb 
option, nestled in a valley in Serra da 
Carregueira around 12 miles from Lisbon. 
Originally designed as a nine-holer in 1964, 
the course extended to 18 holes in 1992, 
taking influence from Scottish design. 

At 5,700 yards, its length is not the test, but 
heavy vegetation, clever bunkering and a 
brook which meanders throughout ensure the 
beautifully kept par-69 layout is a true test. 



Standout holes are the par-3 1st and 3rd 
and lengthy par-4 18th. The opener plays 
from elevated tees showcasing the course to a 
green surrounded by bunkers with the brook 
running alongside. The 3rd is often mentioned 
in conversations about the country's most 
beautiful short holes, with another elevated 
tee requiring a tee shot through trees to a 
green with sand to the left and the brook right. 
The 18th is tight and testing, requiring 
accuracy from the tee to leave a lengthy 
approach to a small green. 

Belas Clube de Campo, between Belas and 
Vale de Lobo, is a fabulous experience. 
Opened in 1997, the course plays 6,900 yards 
from the tips and works its ways through 
valleys and slopes, boasting beautifully lush 
fairways and using large bunkers and water as 
its defence. If you could only play two holes 
you would choose 15 and 18. The par-5 15th 
has a stream across the fairway, while the 
huge green slopes back-to-front causing all 
sorts of problems if your approach goes long. 
The closing hole is a testing par 4 with a 
U-shaped lake sitting in front of a narrow 
green, desperately hoping to ruin your round 
at the very last. 

Finally, if you have the time, be sure to take 
in the championship course at historic Estoril 
GO. The par-69 layout, redesigned in 1936 by 
Mackenzie Ross, overlooks Estoril and the 
coast and good course management is 
required to master it with the stunning par-3 
16th being the pick. 
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All you need to know. . . 




Where to stay, what to do off the course and some of the best deals on offer 



GETTING THERE 



TG flew from London Heathrow to 
Lisbon with Portugal’s national airline 
TAR who offer tickets from as little as 
£15 each way in November. TAR 
British Airways, easyJet and Ryanair 
all offer daily direct flights from 
London, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh and Bristol, taking just over 
two hours. Transfers to Cascais and 
the golf resorts take 30 minutes. 



OFF-COURSE HIGHLIGHTS 



Europe’s biggest casino. Casino Estoril, 
is a great place to spend an evening, 
even if you're not a gambling fan. It 
has a variety of bars and restaurants 
as well as slot machines, card tables 
and some of the best live music and 
entertainment in the region. 

The Estoril International Craft Fair 
runs from June until September and 
features the work of around 300 
rotating artists from every region in 
Portugal, showing their ancestral folk 
art traditions and techniques live. 

In addition, it features regional 
cuisine from around Portugal, along 
with music and entertainment. 

The area boasts some fantastic 
seafood restaurants. TG took in 
Restaurant 0 Pescador in the heart of 
Cascais and Monte Mar during our 
visit and can highly recommend the 
seafood platter and crab respectively. 

When you're not enjoying the food 
from the sea be sure to spend plenty 
of time in it. The bay enjoys a lively 
watersports scene, from 
paddleboarding and kayaking to 
catamaran trips taking in Lisbon and 
speedboat rides. 

Football fans will be in their element, 
as you pass both Benf ica’s Estadio da 
Luz and Sporting Lisbon's Estadio 



The courses 

Oitavos Dunes 

Green fees: From 
€62. Contact: 00351 
214860600. 

Quinta da 
Marinha 

Green fees: €95. 
Contact: 00351 214 
860100. 

Penha Longa 

Green fees: 

Atlantic €49-€65, 
Monastery €40. 
Contact: 00351 219 
249011. 

Lisbon SC 

Green fees: €61-€86. 
Contact: 00351 21 
4310077. 

Belas 

Greenfees: 

€85-€95. Contact: 
00351219626640. 

Estoril GC 

Green fees: From 
€50. Contact: 00351 
214648000. 



Jose Alvalade stadiums while 
transferring to Cascais from Lisbon 
airport. Barring the biggest fixtures, 
match tickets are readily available with 
prices starting from as little as €17 to 
watch Sporting and €22.50 to take in 
Benfica. Both clubs also have excellent 
museums and stadium tours. 



WHERETO STAY 



TG stayed at the stunning Oitavos 
Dunes during our three-night visit in 
June. The five-star resort opened in 
2010 and boasts 142 rooms, all of 
which offer spectacular views of the 
golf course or Atlantic ocean. A variety 
of dining options are available along 
with a Japanese bar, pool bar, a luxury 
spa and a wide range of leisure 
facilities including infinity pool. 

Quinta da Marinha, Penha Longa and 
Estoril GC also offer first-class 
accommodation options. 



WHEN TO GO 



June to September is effectively a 
period of endless sun across Portugal, 
but August can be busy as it’s 
Portuguese holiday month and 
potentially too hot to golf. Ideal times 
to visit are spring (late February) and 
early autumn (October) when you'll 
find smaller crowds but impressive 
temperatures. You're unlikely to see 
any rain during the summer but the 
area can experience wet spells from 
November to Februrary. 



irS WELL WORTH KNOWING... 



• The golf passport is well worth 
purchasing, offering a choice of three 
or five rounds at the seven courses 
along Estoril's Golf Coast for €196 and 





€307 respectively. See www 
estorilgolfcoast.com 

• Use www.ilovemeetandgreet.co.uk 
for hassle free airport parking from 
£40 per week. 

• Save transporting your own clubs by 
using ClubstoHire, which has an outlet 
at Lisbon airport. Top-end clubs can 
be rented for as little as €35 per week. 

• Useful web addresses 

oitavosdunes.com; quintadamarinha. 
com; penhalonga.com: lisbonclub.com: 
belasclubedecampo.pt: palacioestoril 
hotel.com: flytap.com: visitcascais. 
com: estorilgolfcoast.com: casino- 
estoril.pt/en: clubstohire.com: 
montemarrestaurante.com: sibenfica. 
pt: sporting.pt/english 



TRY IT FOR YOURSELF.... 



• Deal 1: Three-night stay in a 
Superior Room at Oitavos Dunes, 
including buffet breakfast, two rounds 
of golf per person and free wifi access 
for €645 (until April 14), €720 (April 
15-July 16), €795 (July 15-October 14). 
Premium room upgrade available for 
€165 or premium corner room 
upgrade for €450. Hotel closed from 
November 15 until January 31. To book 
call -1-351 214 860 020 or email 
reservations@theoitavos.com 

• Deal 2: Seven nights at Quinta da 
Marinha, including buffet breakfast, 
three dinners per person (two at Rocca 
gourmet restaurant, one at MonteMar 
restaurant - including transfers), VIP 
treatment in the room upon arrival 
(mineral water, fruit and bottle of 
Portuguese Wine), welcome surprise 
gift, five rounds of golf per person 
(three at Quinta da Marinha, one at 
Penha Longa and one at Oitavos 
Dunes), plus health club and 
swimming pool access, from €624 per 
person. To book call call -r351 214 860 
141 or email reservations® 
quintadamarinha.com 

• Deal 3: One night for two people in 
a Deluxe Forest View room at Penha 
Longha Resort, including breakfast and 
unlimited green fees (from 12pm on 
the day of arrival until 12pm on the 
day of departure), from €245 (valid 
until December 31, 2015). To book visit 
WWW. pen ha longa.com/en/Specia I - 
Offers 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 



Full of Eastern promise 

New links course helps put Estonia on the golfing map 



olf in this part of the old 

Eastern bloc - Estonia 
gained independence from 
Russia in 1991 - is swiftly improving, 
especially after the recent opening of 
a stunning new course. 

The country’s first true links layout 
- the sensational Parnu Bay - is the 
handiwork of Finnish course architect 
Lassi Pekka Tilander. It’s the first links 
by the Baltic and poses a serious 
threat to the country’s current No.l 
venue, Estonian Golf & Country Club. 

The par-72 track measures from 
4,500 to 6,200 metres and unlike 
traditional links, both the front and 
back nines start and finish near the 
clubhouse. Also on site will be a five- 
hole par-3 course, driving range and 
two greens for short game practice 
with a hotel and spa in the planning. 

Architect Tilander told us: “It really 
is a dream come true for me as the 
designer. It is not often any more you 
are able to design a course right next 
to the sea with sandy soil.’’ 

Parnu Bay is about 80 miles south 
of capital Tallinn, whose Old Town is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site whereas 
the stunning Estonian G&CC is just a 
20 minutes drive away from the city. 



The facts 

• Getting there: 

Budget airlines 
Ryanair and 
easyjet regularly 
fly into Tallinn 
from a variety of 
UK airports. Flights 
cost from £34 (one 
way, plus clubs). 

• Green fees: 

Estonian G&CC. 

Sea Course, £63; 
Stone course, £42 
(18 holes); Parnu 
Bay. Mon-Thurs, 
£54;Fri-Sun, £71 
(includes trolley). 

• Contact: 

www.easyjet.com; 

www.ryanair.com; 

www.egcc.ee/en; 

www.parnubay. 

com; WWW. 

estoniagolf.com 

• Do it yourself: 

Deal:AB&B stay 
atTallinkCity 
hotel in Tallinn city 
with two rounds 
at Estonian G&CC 
costs €167 per 
person (for four 
people). To book 
e-mailinfo@egcc.ee 



Estonian G&CC is a world-class 
resort, home of the wonderful 18-hole 
Sea Course which has hosted several 
big tournaments and is regularly rated 
among Europe’s Top 100 courses. The 
opening and closing stretch are 
densely tree-lined, but from the 3rd 
hole onwards the course opens up 
and you’re afforded breathtaking Gulf 
of Finland views. 

The venue takes a big step forward 
next year when work starts on a 
course created by Annika Sorenstam, 
in association with European Golf 
Design. This new 18-hole Annika 
course will replace the existing nine- 
hole Stone layout, and along with the 
first 50 rooms of the new hotel, is 
expected to open in 2019. It will be 
plotted on high, flat land above a 
limestone escarpment that drops 
down to a pine forest and the Sea 
Course, with outstanding views. 

It will further enhance Estonia’s 
reputation as an emerging golfing 
destination and add another 
significant string to the country’s 
golfing attractions, which includes up 
to 19 hours of sunlight in the summer. 
You wouldn’t want to play in winter, 
though - it’s Baltic! 





Top to bottom: The Sea Course at 
Estonian G&CC is the country's top venue, 
but Parnu Bay will push it close. The Stone 
course is being replaced by a new Annika 
Sorenstam design. 
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North Shorr 

" GOLh CLUB^ ^ 



No passport noodod for that porfoct golf 
in tho UK attho BEST WESTERN Northshore 



Golf Breaks From Just £99 

Quote Today's Golfer 2016 when 
you book direct to get 10% off. 



Book Now 
Call 01754 763298 



mmm 







Tel 01754763298 
breaks@northshoregolf.co.uk 

North Shore Gdf Qub, North Shore ftosd 
Skegoess, Uncofoshire, P£25 1 DN 



Ftftd !u« an 

facebook bwibfcer^ 



7 am a huge fan ofSaunton, ifs a classic 
links course and a wonderfully absorbing 
challenge. ’ sir Nick Faldo 




Have you played the UK’s top 
lo championship links courses 
in the heart of North Devon? 



• Hotel right next to the course 

• Award winning food and drink 

• Fantastic spa and indoor pool 

• Golf societies welcome 

• In-house golf co-ordinator 
Mark Jenkins 

BOOK DIRECT 

: ■ ■ For guaranteed best rates ' " : 

: 079^6 144430 /orjjf S90212 [ 

: wwiLKsmmlonsunds.com \ 

; ^^Siiunton Sands if oiel 

: Q i^ smmtonsundshot 



Sauntun, n<?or iJraifrtfort, 
jVoffh Devon, iLQ 




Winner 





■aimi 



Win a magical 
Egypt break 




Your chance to check out some glorious 
golf on the shores of the Red Sea 



Cascades 

This Gary 
Player design 
is probably the 
best in Egypt. 



gypt is a red hot new golfing 

destination and we’re giving readers 
the chance to find out how good it 
is for themselves during a week’s holiday for 
two by the Red Sea. 

If you’re lucky enough to be drawn out 
of the TG hat, you and a partner can look 
forward to a seven-night, all-inclusive stay at 
the five-star Westin Soma Bay Golf Resort & 
Spa, plus three rounds each on the Cascades 
golf course. 

The hotel boasts world-class facilities 
including the country’s no.l course. Gary 
Player’s Cascades is plotted on the shores 
of the Red Sea and combines the best of 
desert and links golf, taking full advantage 
of its stunning location with several holes 
right by the beach. Plenty of water hazards, 
strategically-placed bunkers and big greens 
ensure a good test and a memorable round. 

You’ll also be impressed with the 
clubhouse, which sits in the centre of the 




course, plus a nine-hole Par-3 Challenge 
course and superb practice facilities, 
including a 60-bay driving range. 

The exclusive resort of Soma Bay is 
wonderful for water sports enthusiasts: 
snorkelling is a must, as the marine life here 
is some of the best in the world. Westin Soma 
Bay Golf Resort & Spa lies at the centre of 
Soma Bay at the peninsula’s highest point, 
offering 249 beautifully appointed rooms and 
suites - all providing spectacular views of the 
sea and the course. 



Flights to Hurghada from Gatwick, 
Manchester or Birmingham (subject to 
availability) will be provided by the Egyptian 
State Tourist Office, along with 20kg baggage 
per person, private transfers and airport meet 
and greet service. Travel dates are between 
Nov 1-Jun 30 (subject to availability and not 
including Dec 25-31 & March 22-Apr 1). 

If you miss out on the prize you can always 
take advantage of this great value package: 
seven nights’ all-inclusive at Westin Soma 
Bay Golf Resort & Spa, Soma Bay, return 
flights from various UK airports and five 
rounds of golf for £975 per person. 

• For more information call 020 3384 0025 
or visit www.holiday-designers.com 

HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning log on to 

www.todaysgolfer.co.uk/win, click on the 
Egypt option and enter your email address. 
Entries close at midnight on November 25. 



ENTER NOW AT WWW.TODAYSGOLFER.CO. UK/WIN 
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WWW.abbotsley.com The Number One Dog Welcome Golf Venue! Tel: 01480 474000 



GOLF SCHOOLS 



HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND 



Gary Pike Golf 

www.garypikegolf.com 




Tel: 0 1 603 261012 

Qogtccomuueuat Bmail: inftXii'wenMimvall^vhuld.co.uk 



Great Value Norfolk Golf Breaks 



Overseas Escorted Golf Tours 
Hosted Golf Holidays 
Golf Tuition Holidays 

For experienced to new golfers 
For couples and singles 
Mixed golf /competitions /prizes 

ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS: 

Gary: 07801 428 174 
info@garypikegolf.com 

Brenda: 023 8081 2575 
info @ distantlandings . co.uk 

; ® 



uififififif.golfclubgb.co.uk 

Need a handicap certificate? - Tei. 020 8391 4666 



Discover Norfolk at its best, 

Wensum Valley Gotf Club has two 18 hole free draining 
courses 8c a 9 hole ci>urse nearby that are playable all year 
round 



Book direct from £85 per person 

This Jndudes D inner. Bed & Hreakf^t, golf arid t LilTusi? of thr kiiurv fadlitie$. 

Visit our website to view our current otfers or call for a tailor 
made quotalion. 

Beiotiful M’lldlife Walks. Fishing and Shocking acLivjtli^ avajjalrle. 

WWW* wensu mval ley hoteLco. uk 
Beech Avenue* Taverham» Norwich, NR8 6HP 




□ 



Best Value Golf Break, (Ireat Service & 
Kxcdlent riu)d. 



HOLIDAYS IN ENGLAND 



TheManor FREE GOLF at 

fiQiise 

^ The UKs Largest Golf R^ort 

Asl^ury 

Hotels 



‘IVe never played such 
fantastic courses” 

Stephen W - Trip Advisor 



Set in the foothills of Dartmoor 
-TTieOnV Sport, Oaft& Spa- National Park, Devon. The Ashbury Hotel 
is the ideal venue for your golf break. 



Hotels in the UK 



At least 27 holes of FREE golf with each night of stay! 



Autumn to Spring 
Specials 

8/10/15 - 27/4/16 
FREE Golf • £8 Buggies 
1 0 % OFF Health & Beauty 



Pines 17th 

442 yards, Par 4 



wood 16th 

|( 72 yards. Par 3 I 



January Bargain Bresiks: 4nts Midweek from £182pp • 3nts Weekend from £147pp 



Additional Facilities FREE to residents of our hotels 

Sports Racket Sports Leisure Family Ranges 

Bowls Tennis Swimming Funhouse Archery 

Table Tennis Badminton Spa & Sauna Gamezone Air Pistols 
5-A-Side Squash Snooker Waterslides Air Rifles 

Basketball Short Tennis Ten-Pin Play Area Lasers 
PLUS unique Craft Centre featuring 17 tutored crafts, 
including Pottery, Woodwork, Glass Engraving & Hot Press Printing 




0800 197 7549 www.ashburygolfhotel.com 



• All prices per person • All rooms en-suite • Full board • Party discounts 
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36 HOLES JDF 
RISK& REWAK® 



Luxury Spa now Open 



www.ramsidehallhotel.co.uk 

Ramside Hall Carrville Durham DHl ITD 
t: 0191 386 5282 e: mail@ramsidehallhotel.co.uk 



1 Stay & 


Play 









VVooiUftiid^ flAtUfAj 
irwcqiing fairwiyi ind carefyiy 
cro/ied gttens tmkit fat * gaUjag 
experieiur to mnember 




Experience golf as 
it was meant to be 

From £, 79.00 for unlimited 
Golf, evening meal, overnight 
stay, full English Breakfast and 
4 pint Beer Voucher 

For details of this and many more 
offers telephone 01327 361291 



mm 



Farthingstone 

Golf Course and Hotel 

Farthingstone, NrTowcester, Northants. NN12 8HA 

www.farthingstone.co.uk 

info@farthingstone. co. uk 




17th century coaching inn with 4 "^ 



accommodation, restaurant and bar 

• Award Winning Food • Free Wi-Fi 

• Real Ales and Fine Wines • 9 Hole Golf Course 

• Picturesque Beer Garden • Great Woodland 

by the Stream Walks nearby 






VENJE 



^yi^ORSETiiSiS 

GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 



Close to Poole and 
Boumeimx/th 

S rnntastic cour% 

Horn S LUXURV loa tiONtSS TO RENT 

\: 01929 472244 
www.dorsetgolfresorl.coiii 



HOLIDAYS IN OVERSEAS 








EN0UIRIES@CHAKATRAVEL.COM 
T. 028 9023 2112 



C H A K A 



gOlfdllliQOS GOLFHOUDAYS 

worldwide golf holidays with a difference for over 21 Years 

2016 Mar Manor Tournament 

Residences - Mar Menor 
5 Nights from June 3rd - June 8th 
3 rounds of Tournament Golf 
Gala Dinner & Prizes 



Only 



£256 



per person 



To view the tournament details or for more 1 nfbrmatlon 
Website: www.golfamigos.co.uk Tel: 0333 900 5566 

#ABTA ** 






Mauritius South Africa 

Mexico Seychelles 

USA - new Turkey 

Morocco - new Tenerife 
Thailand Dubai 

Abu Dhabi and more... 

TOURNAMENTS & ESCORTED TOURS TO 

SOUTH AFRICA, MAURITIUS, TURKEY, 
MEXICO, MOROCCO AND BEYOND 



WWW.CHAKATRAVEL.COM 



UKCDURSE GUIDE 





Winter Golf in Suffolk 

Looking for the perfect venue for your golf break? 
Then come to Ufford Park Woodbridge Hotel, 
Golf & Spa, located just off the A12, near Ipswich. 
Our 18 hole, par 71 course has excellent drainage 
so is playable all year round. 



Winter Warmer Deal from £26pp* 



Christmas Cracker Deal from £34pp 



Coffee, bacon roll, & up to 27 holes, 
roast dinner followed by coffee & mince pies 
Minimum 8 golfers 

1st November 2015 - 31st December 2015 

* Terms & conditions apply, subject to availat 

t 0844 477 1834 

w www.uffordpark.co.uk 
Yarmouth Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1QW 



^ Ufford J^ark 

WOODORlDGi: 
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CAMBRIDGE MERIDIAN www.cmgc.co.uk 01223 264700 WOW!! 
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2-^PHIEEM 

PLAY MORE PAY LESS 

PLAY THE BEST COURSES ACROSS 
THE UK HALF PRICE WITH 2-FOREI-l 

1 BUY YOUR VOUCHERS 0 ^ CHOOSE YOUR COURSE 4^ PLAY HALF PRICE 

Vouchers available from as With almost 1,000 courses ^ Your voucher is available 

little as £1.80 each based available across the UK, ^0 straight away so you can 

on 20 vouchers at £36.00 2-FOREI-l is never far away play at the drop of a hat 




TUITION 




I Visit www.becomeagolfcoach.com 



or call 08450 949445 

to receive your information pack 

The professional alternative 







GOLF SWING PERFORMANCF SYS'FM 

How to Add 40-70 Yards of Distance with The MONSTER GOLF SWiNG! 

www.MonsterGolfPerformance.com 

Don’t miss 
the next issue of 

Golfer 

on sale 

26th November 2015 
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ACCESSORIES & EQUIPMENT 



★ I* 

* I « 



; clubhousegdffdirect 

Save ££Cs On The Bggest Brand Names &Lai9st Products 



Big Brand Deals On Sale - Our Best Online Offers! 



588 Altitude 
Driver 

wi£ £248.00 

NOW: £79.99 

Save a Ma^sfvt sa%l 



Tlife SU JUtitudc drlwt bail abeut 
9 vnlng ^o«ir ball aif btivn« and U 

afiituda mih with a mpvt Ijgbftaa j gb t 
shaft and fitad wrtlfhing only 270 granuJ 




X2 HOT 
Irons (Steel) 



vi^ £599.00 

FOOM: £299i99 

Save a Massive SO%! 



The X2 HOT Irani ^ cHtrMMlr auy b 
with Callaway"s ^arinwtiw W ei g ti Ui t ji yrt they 
prowida *a much dittanct* f^fertlwfa 
foltats that den't alwayt nuha a t 




UK’s Premier Golf Retailer: 



/ 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 

y 



Lowest UK Prices 
PGA Professianal Advice 
5 Star Cystomer Service 
Authorised Stockist 
Extensive Stock Range 
Cystom Fit Specialist 
Price Match Guarantee* 
Interest Free Shopping* 



Aadamsgolf 

Tight Lies 2 
Fairway Wood 

was: £179.99 

HOW: £79.99 

Save « M^silve SSH! 

Th* Tight lies 2 featwH th« fifth ganertdoni 
of tha ■ward-^arinnhfg dot tathnalogy, cnHip^ed 
li a ^Maie h law^wofile dedgn. whkh iw« 
fnal»4 It «4sw tolayneh ftidgh and go longH 

^aytorMade 

Tour Preferred 
Golf Balls 

wai: £44.99 

NOW: £24*99 

Multlbuy 1 fcr £49! 

TheTour PvffnTidlina* dadgntd 
in rannactlDn Tahh the finaii Taur 
profeuinnailt. deli van dia nhifMl* 
balama of muia 4 fi*l 





CBGolfBiiiiiy ’ 




Aaoamsgou^ I 



PING 




Heron Thermal 
Base Layers 

Wat £44.99 

HOW; £22i99 

Savft a Masslv* 4%%\ 
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Rising English star Eddie Pepperell on the one shot hed like back, 
his favourite places to play and his ideal foursomes partner 




1. How old were you and where did you first break par? 

I can’t remennber exactly but I was around 12 or 13 
when I shot under par at Drayton Park, Oxfordshire. 

2. Best shot of your career? 

Off the top of my head I really can’t think of one! 

3. One mulligan you’d like to have? 

The 15th at Wentworth at the 2013 BMW PGA where 
I made double-bogey in the final round. I was four- 
under par before that and challenging the leaders. 

4. Favourite course in the world? 

Kingsbarns near St Andrews. 

5. Favourite course in the UK? 

Kingsbarns. 

6. Favourite hole in the world? 

St Andrews 18th. 

7. Favourite hole in the UK? 

St Andrews 18th. 

8. What’s your favourite club and why? 

Strangely, I love my 6-iron because I grew 
up practising with it and I love the loft. 

9. All-time favourite movie? 

Interstellar. 

10. Favourite musician or group? 

The Smiths. 

11. Favourite sporting event (non-golf)? 

Wimbledon. 

12. Favourite sports team? 

Chelsea. 

13. Favourite male athlete? 

Roger Federer. 

14. Favourite female athlete? 

Camille Leblanc-Bazinet who is 
a crossfit trainer. 

15. Any golf superstitions? 

Not really. 

16. Favourite view in golf? 

Again, I am going to have to 
say the 18th at St Andrews, 

I just love the place. 

17. Favourite TV show? 

Game of Thrones. 

18. Favourite holiday 
destination? 

I went to New York last 
Christmas and thought it 
was amazing. 

19. Who would be in your 
dream foursome (non- 
Tour players)? 

Ricky Gervais, Karl 
Pilkington, Stephen Merchant. 

20. Who would be your ideal 
foursomes partner? 

Henrik Stenson. 
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'Strangely, 
I love my 
6-iron 
because 
1 grew up 
practising 
with it' 
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Exclusive FREE month offer 

All you can read 
Over 1,000 Magazines 
All your favourites in one place 
All for just £9.99 per month 
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Readly.co.uk/Golf 






THIS IS BORON CRYSTAL. 

NOT VERY SEXY. BUT WHAT IT DOES, I 



Addling th« chemical dement of Boron to our 102SE 
mild carbon steel makes something magical hapf>en. 
The grairts in the metal bond differenily. Boron stops 
the atoms trBnsformlng Into what are known as bainite^ 
ferrite and pearUte rtnictures. Instead, stay in -freir 
martensiito form: a far stronger chemical bond. We also 
have to quer^ch the red-hot billets carefully, making sure 
they cool at predsety 85 degrees centigrade per second. 



This allows us to make a forged iron 30% stronger than one 
m^de without using Boron. Which allows for a thinner dub 
face. A thinner face means less toss of power, That means 
each shot will go hirther. But because the dub is forged 
rather than poured into a cast, unlike 90% of other dubs, 
ours give forgiveness and control every time. 

Perhaps that's why committed golfers worldwide tend to agree 

DNOTHINGFEELSLIKEuMIZUNO 





The New 



